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Balloch Windfarm: further Cultural Heritage information

TO Deirdre Cameron FROM Kevin Paton
DATE 17 November 2025 CONFIDENTIALITY |Public

SUBJECT Ballach Windfarm: further Cultural Heritage information

Dear Deirdre,

Thank you for your detailed response in relation to the Cultural Heritage chapter of the Ballach Windfarm
Environmental Impact Assessment Report, and your continued assistance and advice in relation to
potential impacts upon Scheduled Monuments within the study area for the Proposed Development.

This letter provides the additional information requested as per your letter of 29 September 2025:

® Photomontage visualisations in relation to Dun Mor, fort (SM4979);

® an update to the photomontage visualisations from Urchany barrow, 595m SW of (SM13523) to show
the access tracks, substation, and borrow pit;

" provision of a figure to show viewpoint locations with turbine numbers; and

® updates to the assessments of Dun Mor, fort (SM4979) and Urchany barrow, 595m SW of (SM13523),
to incorporate the new photomontage information.

As per our pre-application discussions, we had fully intended on providing the photomontages from Dun
Mor, fort (SM4979) and on approach, but were unable to access these locations due to a locked gate. The
time constraints prior to the application meant that another attempt to obtain the necessary photography for
inclusion within the EIA was not possible.

It should also be noted that the borrow pit locations were marked in the EIA as “potential borrow pit search
areas”. As the borrow pit location may be of concern to the setting of Urchany barrow, 595m SW of
(SM13523) this location will be removed from the design.

The following visualisations and figures are provided as appendices to this letter:

¥ Visualisation 7.8a-f CHVP8 Photomontage view from Urchany, barrow 595m SW of (SM13523; A38) -
update

¥ Visualisation 7.9a-f CHVP9 View from the Neolithic stone (NRHE ID 368713) looking towards Urchany,
barrow (SM13523; A38) - update

¥ Visualisation 7.10a-d CHVP10 Photomontage from Dun Mor, fort (SM4979; A39)

¥ Visualisation 7.11a-d CHVP11 Photomontage on approach to Dun Mor, fort (SM4979; A39)

" Figure 7.3 — Viewpoint locations

The text below provides updates to the assessments based on the additional information provided, and in
line with comments provided in the HES response.

URCHANY BARROW, 595M SW OF (SM13523, A38)

This Scheduled Monument comprises a prehistoric burial mound probably dating to the 2nd millennium
BCE. The monument appears to be a bowl barrow within an external ditch and bank, a rare form of burial
monument in Scotland. The barrow survives as a prominent, circular, grass-covered mound, built mainly of
earth but with some stone visible in its sides. The central mound, which probably contains one or more
burials, is approximately 9m in diameter and stands 1.5m high. It is surrounded by a ditch, approximately
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3m wide, and an external bank approximately 3.5m wide and standing up to 0.9m high. The monument is
situated on a large glacial drumlin at the head of a glen, at around 220m above sea level, with extensive
views to the southwest, southeast, and northeast.

The monument is of national importance due to its potential to make a significant addition to our
understanding of the design and construction of burial monuments, the nature of burial practices, and their
significance in Bronze Age and later society. The Urchany barrow is of particular importance as it appears
to be a well preserved, rare type of burial monument more commonly associated with the ritual and
funerary landscapes in Wessex. The setting of the barrow is an important element in its cultural
significance, and the key aspects relate to its close association to nearby stones containing Neolithic rock
art, as well as its sense of place in the local landscape and relationship with the post-medieval township
that surrounded it, but respected the barrows footprint. Local, key views would be down the valley, and
following the small burn to the southwest, as well as views towards the other non-designated heritage
assets in close proximity. The views towards the barrow from the other prehistoric heritage assets would be
a potential key element. Wider landscape views would be possible to the east, and there may be
intervisibility between the barrow and Dun Mor, fort (SM4979, A40) in this direction as well, suggesting
reciprocal views may also be important.

The proposed development boundary would be ¢.150m to the northwest of the barrow, with the closest
turbine being located 600m to the northwest. The ZTV indicates that 11 to 15 turbines would, theoretically,
have partial visibility from the monument, as would the access tracks and the top of the substation. The
nearest turbine and substation would be partly screened by the rise in topography between the monument
and the turbine. Views towards the monument from the south would include the proposed development in
the background (rather than any foreground obstruction or alteration). The extensive views from the
monument looking southwest, southeast and northeast, would therefore, not be obstructed by the proposed
development.

A photomontage has been produced (Visualisation 7.8) from the barrow showing views looking towards the
proposed development. The visualisations show that eleven turbines would be visible from the barrow, with
visibility restricted to the blade tips of four turbines and views towards four other turbines partially blocked
by intervening topography. The top of the substation would also be visible in front of Turbine 7. From the
barrow looking towards the proposed development, the turbines are dominant in these views to the north
and northwest. A photomontage has also been produced from the nearby stones featuring Neolithic rock art
(Visualisation 7.9). This photomontage shows that views looking towards Urchany Barrow include ten
turbines and the substation building in the background, though the intervisibility between the heritage
assets is not interrupted.

The magnitude of impact during operation has been assessed as Minor Adverse. The cultural significance
of the monument is derived from its intrinsic characteristics and its setting, contributing to our
understanding of burial monuments and their placement in the landscape. The proposed development
would not impact on the intrinsic characteristics. There would be changes to the setting of the monument as
a result of the proposed development, but this is primarily in the periphery of a few key views on approach
from the south and in the background of views from nearby stones featuring Neolithic rock art. These
changes would not impact on the key views looking southwest, southeast, and northeast from the barrow,
and do not interrupt the relationship between the barrow and the post-medieval settlement remains. As a
heritage asset of High cultural significance, the resulting significance of effect would be Slight Adverse (not
significant). The significance of effect has been determined as not significant as the proposed development

Public Page 2



\\\I)

would not impact on how the barrow is understood, experienced and appreciated, with the proposed
development only visible in the periphery when looking towards the barrow from the south, and in the
background when looking at views from nearby stones featuring Neolithic rock art.

DUN MOR, FORT (SM4979, A39)

The monument is a large sub-oval fort, probably dating to the Iron Age (c. 800BC-AD400), comprising an
inner wall and two outer walls. It is situated in a commanding position with a steep ascent on the west,
south and east sides and a precipitous drop on the north to the Breakachy Burn. It is one of a group of four
duns (Dun Mor, fort (SM4979, A39); Dun Garbhlaich, fort (SM2422, A35); Dun a Chliabhain, fort (SM2424,
A37); Dun Fhamhair, fort (SM5212, A35)) which appear to be placed to dominate the passage from the
south into the northern Straths. While enjoying extensive views of, and being highly visible from, the fertile
lands around Kiltarlity and Strathglass to the south, the fort appears to have been positioned to dominate
and control north-south movement through the valley of the Breakachy burn. Directly to the north there is a
non-designated extensive settlement likely to be contemporary with the fort.

The fort is of national importance as a well-preserved example of a prehistoric fort and is of particular
interest because of the existence of additional outer defences on the most accessible sides. It has the
potential to enhance considerably our understanding of prehistoric settlement and defensive structures.
The setting of the fort is an important element of its cultural significance. The key views that the monument
has with other forts in close proximity are key aspects to our understanding of the relationship between
these forts and how they exerted control over the local landscape. The key views are southwards and to
the north where the fort has extensive views along the valley of the Breakachy Burn. The forts entrance is
in the southeast, and it is likely that the historical approach to the monument would be from the east or
southeast. Current approaches to the monument are from the west, and a looping path that leads east to
west from north of Breakachy Farm, before looping back east towards the fort. There is no direct access
from the south or southeast. Views towards the monument from this approach would be a key aspect of the
monument. Key views across the nearby settlement are also an important aspect of the fort’s setting.
Reciprocal views between this and other forts, as well as contemporary settlement, are also likely to have
been equally important in demonstrating the status and control of the fort’s occupants.

The proposed development sits approximately 1.5km to the northwest of the fort, with the closest turbine
being approximately 1.8km to the northwest. The ZTV indicates that between 6 to 15 turbines would be
theoretically visible from the monument. The existing Fairburn and Auchmore windfarms are already visible
from the fort looking in the direction of the proposed development, but it would increase the angle of view
from the fort, where turbines are visible. The photomontage from the fort (Visualisation 7.10) shows that
fifteen turbines would be visible when looking northwest. Three turbines only have visibility towards their
blade tips, and eight are partially obscured by intervening topography. The photomontage from the east to
west aligned path, directly south of the fort, indicates the proposed development would be visible on the
western periphery of views towards the fort, and not directly behind it. As the approaching path is followed
the proposed development would become more and more peripheral when looking towards the fort and
then would be behind the viewer when approaching from the west.

The magnitude of impact has been assessed as Minor Adverse due to slight changes within the setting of
the fort. The operation of the proposed development in the landscape would introduce additional modern
structures into the setting of the monument. However, the proposed development would not interrupt any
key views the monument has with the nearby settlement, other forts in close vicinity, or reduce our ability to
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understand the position the monument held in the landscape. Key views also extend primarily south and
north and would not be changed by the proposed development. On the historical approach to the fort from
the east, the proposed development would only be present in the background, and in views from the south,
the proposed development would be on the western periphery. As a heritage asset of high cultural
significance, the significance of effect would be Slight Adverse (not significant). The significance of effect
has been determined as not significant as the proposed development would not impact on how the
monument is understood, experienced and appreciated.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you require further information in relation to the cultural heritage
impacts assessed within the EIA Report.

Kind regards,

Kevin Paton

‘S Kevin Paton

Associate Cultural Heritage and Archaeology Consultant
BA (Hons) MA (Hons) MCIfA

T 0141 202 1986
M 07827 990512

WSP in the UK
Floor 7,

110 Queen Street,
Glasgow G1 3BX

wsp.com

Confidential

This message, including any document or file attached, is
intended only for the addressee and may contain privileged
and/or confidential information. Any other person is strictly
prohibited from reading, using, disclosing or copying this
message. If you have received this message in error, please
notify the sender and delete the message. Thank you. WSP UK
Limited, a limited company registered in England & Wales with
registered number 01383511. Registered office: WSP House, 70
Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1AF.
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Figure 7.8a-f CHO8 Urchany UK0037662.3719-WSPE-FG-SA-00084_R2

y

OS reference:

Eye level:

Direction of view:

Nearest turbine:

E244 267, N845 505
220.5m AOD

334°

598m

Horizontal field of view:
Principal distance:
Paper size:

Correct printed image size:

53.5° (planar projection)
812.5mm
841mm x 297mm (half Al)

820 x 260mm

Camera:
Lens:
Camera height:

Date and time:

Sony ILCE-7RM3A

50mm (Sony FE 50mm /1.2 GM)
1.5m AGL

17/06/2025 @ 17:20

Client

rgie

n

Ballach Wind Farm
EIA Report

Cultural Heritage Visualisation 7.8c
CHVP8: Photomontage view from
Urchany, barrow 595m SW of
(SM13523; A38) - update

View flat'at:a comfortable arm;sijlength

\\\I)

November 2025




Originator: UKCGW775

Figure 7.8a-f CHO8 Urchany UK0037662.3719-WSPE-FG-SA-00084_R2

= = 7[ ‘i /, 1,
// // y // // // Fa
. Z
Fa ped P 7.8 ¥
A A e 7 v o— R S /
7 Z . Z 7 7 / % 7
— — — / // Ji
/
- - ~ — —— - - — — —
N
A AN
_— e T ——
N\ < - e — - e
P / L\ \\ ~N o~ e
// o
/ st —_— e —
- o B — e~
/ 2 = = =
= ," i
/_ —— —— —_— // // — = \
Isvptre 1 . / —_ — = o - < == = . ]
Wireline drawing e — = - e ——— — ——— /// = o ——— — — \ Vle,w.ﬂat-at-a-com’fﬁtablé‘armisw
e i — —t e ——— - =
Note: Turbines 2 and 7 would be lit at the hub with a visible red aviation warning light. OS reference: E244 267, N845 505 Horizontal field of view: 53.5° (planar projection) Camera: Sony ILCE-7RM3A Client Ballach Wind Farm Cultural Heritage Visualisation 7.8d
Eye level: 220.5m AOD Principal distance: 812.5mm Lens: 50mm (Sony FE 50mm /1.2 GM) r i e n EIA Report CHVP8: Photomontage view from \ \ \ )
_ /h\ i /ﬂ\ o /ﬂ\ /ﬂ\ o ’h\ ) Direction of view: 3340 Paper size: 841mm x 297mm (half A1) Camera height: 1.5m AGL g Urchany, barrow 595m SW of November 2025
Wind Farm Key' Ballach Wind Farm EXIStIng Consented Appllcatlon Scoplng Nearest turbine: 598m Correct printed image size: 820 x 260mm Date and time: 17/06/2025 @ 17:20 (SM13523’ A38) ) update




0
~
~
=
U]
O
X
D
L
=1
<
£
2
=
o

gty 5o TS o

o Y a oy - -
Tt e . (o F SR~ o e . e 4

Photomentage froes P \Viewflatfatialcomfortablefarm s*Ieng}b_l

= s o

OS reference: E244 267, N845 505 Horizontal field of view: 53.5° (planar projection) Camera: Sony ILCE-7TRM3A Client Ballach Wind Farm Cultural Heritage Visualisation 7.8e
Eye level: 220.5m AOD Principal distance: 812.5mm Lens: 50mm (Sony FE 50mm f/1.2 GM) H EIA Report CHVP8: Photomontage view from \ \ \ I )

Direction of view: 334° Paper size: 841mm x 297mm (half A1) Camera height: 1.5m AGL Urchany, barrow 595m SW of November 2025
(SM13523; A38) - update

Figure 7.8a-f CHO8 Urchany UK0037662.3719-WSPE-FG-SA-00084_R2

Nearest turbine: 598m Correct printed image size: 820 x 260mm Date and time: 17/06/2025 @ 17:20




o

il

AN f ol
clidad 7" / J ;
o v’ s .JA;_

“ "l e ! P ..'I' . x"’w ' 3 nigh j‘::.‘;, g #:};r’

i

Originator: UKCGW775

p i o et o 4 - Fe “ " 4 £ g . n &/ ” S 3 J ¥ ’ ™ 2 . $ 5 ’ o ! e Ak P g - " o, gy ; i ¢ y 3 e k . ."‘ A - 4 A X ' .’ | ! 1 " s ’ { 4 B h g ‘ 7 1, i . | 1 y 1 i
FRhotomontae s e i - o R e e i o it ey 3 : 7 . VTR g i A ' LT Fat o7 B A o LY ¥, ¢ U oA e s AR TR W R falcomfortablefarmisilengthi¥

OS reference: E244 267, N845 505 Horizontal field of view: 110° (cylindrical projection) Camera: Sony ILCE-7TRM3A Client Ballach Wind Farm Cultural Heritage Visualisation 7.8f
Eye level: 220.5m AOD Principal distance: 522mm Lens: 50mm (Sony FE 50mm /1.2 GM) rg i e EIA Report CHVPS: Photomontage view from \ \ \ I )

Note: This 90 degree FoV photomontage is produced in addition to the NatureScot ‘Visual Representation of Wind Farms’ guidance and illustrates the Proposed Development in its landscape setting.

Urchany, barrow 595m SW of
Nearest turbine: 598m Correct printed image size: 820 x 130mm Date and time: 17/06/2025 @ 17:20 (SM13523; A38) - update

Direction of view: 334° Paper size: 841mm x 297mm (half Al) Camera height: 1.5m AGL November 2025

Figure 7.8a-f CHO8 Urchany UK0037662.3719-WSPE-FG-SA-00084_R2




Originator: UKCGW775

Figure 7.9a-f CH09 Urchany UK0037662.3719-WSPE-FG-SA-00085_R2
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Figure 7.9a-f CH09 Urchany UK0037662.3719-WSPE-FG-SA-00085_R2
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Figure la-e VP1 SM4979 Dun Mor, fort UK0043514.1675
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Wireline drawing ~__ S : wiﬂ‘a‘t'at-a comfortable anm!s~lgggilj
Note: Turbines 2, 3, 7 and 14 would be lit at the hub with a visible red aviation warning light. OS reference: E245 711, N844 660 Horizontal field of view: 53.5° (planar projection) Camera: Sony ILCE-7M3 Client Ballach Wind Farm Cultural Heritage Visualisation 7.10b
Eye level: 208.5m AOD Principal distance: 812.5mm Lens: 50mm (Sony FE 50mm /1.2 GM) r i e n Cultural Heritage CHVP10: Photomontage from Dun Mor, fort \ \ \ )
. . L . . . Direction of view: 351° Paper size: 841mm x 297mm (half A1) Camera height: 1.5m AGL g (SM4979; A39) October 2025
Wind Farm Key: /h\ Ballach Wind Farm /ﬂ\ Existing /ﬂ\ Consented /ﬂ\ Application /h\ Scoping

Nearest turbine: 2,187m Correct printed image size: 820 x 260mm Date and time: 23/10/2025 @ 08:55
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Photomontage

View flat at a comfortable arm’s length

Note: This 90 degree FoV photomontage is produced in addition to the NatureScot ‘Visual Representation of Wind Farms’ guidance and illustrates the Proposed Development in its landscape setting.
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Wireline drawing View flat at a comfortable arm’s length
Note: Turbines 2, 7 and 14 would be lit at the hub with a visible red aviation warning light. OS reference: E245 668, N845 129 Horizontal field of view: 90° (cylindrical projection) Camera: Sony ILCE-7M3 Client Ballach Wind Farm Cultural Heritage Visualisation 7.11a
Eye level: 186.5m AOD Principal distance: 522mm Lens: 50mm (Sony FE 50mm /1.2 GM) r i e n Cultural Heritage CHVP11: Photomontage on approach to \ \ \ )
| Direction of view: 317° Paper size: 841mm x 297mm (half Al) Camera height: 1.5m AGL g Dun MOF, fort (SM49791 A39)
. i . . s . October 2025
Wind Farm Key: Ballach Wind Farm Existing Consented /M\ Application Scoping ) — ) )
Nearest turbine: 1,817m Correct printed image size: 820 x 130mm Date and time: 23/10/2025 @ 09:20
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Wirelinedrawing 7 / / / / View flat at a comfortable arm’s length

Note: Turbines 2, 7 and 14 would be lit at the hub with a visible red aviation warning light. OS reference: E245 668, N845 129 Horizontal field of view: 53.5° (planar projection) Camera: Sony ILCE-7M3 Client Ballach Wind Farm Cultural Heritage Visualisation 7.11b
Eye level: 186.5m AOD Principal distance: 812.5mm Lens: 50mm (Sony FE 50mm /1.2 GM) r i e n Cultural Heritage CHVP11: Photomontage on approach to \ \ \ )
N . L . i i Direction of view: 317° Paper size: 841mm x 297mm (half AL) Camera height: 1.5m AGL g Dun Mor, fort (SM4979; A39) October 2025
Wind Farm Key: Ballach Wind Farm Existing Consented Application Scoping ! - ) )
Nearest turbine: 1,817m Correct printed image size: 820 x 260mm Date and time: 23/10/2025 @ 09:20
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