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INTRODUCTION

Infroduction

This Pre-Application Consultation Report (‘PAC Report’) has been prepared by
Energiekontor UK Ltd (‘the Applicant’) to support an application seeking consent under
Section 36 of The Electricity Act 1989 for the proposed Coille Linne Wind Farm, situated
approximately 21.9km north of Lairg and 1é6km south-east of Altnaharra.

The PAC report explains in detail the consultation activity undertaken by the Applicant in
relation to a proposed development of 15 turbines with SMW of battery storage and
associated infrastructure.

Comments and feedback through wider community engagement as well as those
received online have been collated and reported within the PAC report, which
accompanies the formal application to the Scofttish Government’s Energy Consents Unit
(ECU). The PAC Report also illustrates how the Applicant has responded to comments
and feedback from members of the public and community groups, and where relevant,
has helped shape and inform the final design of the proposed development.

The Applicant has applied the principles of the consultation process recommended for
‘major’ planning applications set out in The Town and Country Planning (Development
Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 and Circular 3:2013 -
Development Management Procedures. This enables the local community and all those
with an interest in the proposals a clear opportunity to view the proposals, and
importantly provide comments and feedback.

Purpose & Structure of this Report

This PAC Report provides an overview of the consultation programme undertaken by the
project team, identifying the findings from the PAC process, outlines the steps taken to
meet statutory requirements, surmises the feedback received during the PAC process
and explains how this has been incorporated into the final planning application. This
information is presented in the following sections:

= Chapter 1: Infroduction

= Chapter 2: Consultation Approach & Methodology;

= Chapter 3: Consultation Outcomes & Feedback; and
= Chapter 4: Summary.

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025 1



Coille Linne Wind Farm -
Pre-Application Consultation Report rg | e n

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

CONSULTATION APPROACH & METHODOLOGY

Approach

This chapter outlines the actions undertaken by the project team on behalf of
Energiekontor UK Ltd to consult the local community and relevant stakeholders prior to
the submission of the planning application.

Public Exhibitions
A total of two public exhibitions were held in Lairg Community Cenfre on:

= 13t August 2024, 2:30-6:30pm
= 30t January 2025, 2:30pm - 6:30pm

The aim of these public events was to:

» Ensure that the local community and other stakeholders were aware of what is being
proposed by the development;

» To actively encourage feedback on the development proposals from these
audiences, especially in respect of local knowledge, concerns and potential
impacts;

» To generate feedback via active discussions and questionnaires which could inform
the development design process.

The location, accessibility and fiming of these public events were chosen to maximise the
opportunity of it being an inclusive and accessible event, including offering fimings out
with standard working hours. The venue itself was situated within the host community
council boundary.

The exhibitions were facilitated by staff from Energiekontor UK Ltd who aimed to respond
to any questions raised, including technical queries, whilst discussing the proposals in
greater detail.

Notification of Events

Advertisements for all exhibitions were published in the Northern Times two weeks before
the associated exhibitions. Examples of press advertisements are presented within
Appendix A.

Events Attendance

A sign-in register was used to monitor attendance at both public exhibitions. The table
below shows the recorded aftendance at each event:

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025 2
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2.8
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Table 2.1: Recorded Public Exhibition Atendance

Public Exhibition Date Attendance (No)
13/08/2024 9
30/01/2025 8

First Consultation Event

The first consultation event was held in August 2024 in order to formally infroduce the
prospect of an application to communities.

The timing of this event was chosen to coincide with the start of the overall EIA process.
Whilst not all surveys were completed at this fime, an exhibition at this stage is useful to
introduce the reasons for site selection and offer an opportunity for local people to share
local knowledge, understand the rationale behind the scheme and where final design
may end up, and provide any commentary on concerns, opportunities or points of
interest that could be reasonably reflected in the scope or content of the EIA Report and
wider application.

The first exhibition presented the following key information relafing fo the proposed
development as follows (Appendix B):

= Board One: Welcome

= Board Two: Proposed Development

= Board Three: Built Environment

= Board Four: Ecology and Ornithology
= Board Five: Peat and Hydrology

= Board Six: Construction and Transport
= Board Seven: ZTV Stage

= Board Eight: Landscape and Visual

= Board Nine: Thank You

It was considered at this fime that 22 turbines would present a reasonable layout in terms
of siting, spacing and footprint. It was also considered that a reasonable position was to
heights of 230m to blade tip.

Information was uploaded o the project website af:

https://energiekontor.co.uk/our-projects/coillelinne-wind-farm/

Second Consultation Event

The second consultation event was held in January 2025 to gather further comments
from the local community following . Feedback from the first exhibition was implemented
and boards were altered to make aspects of the proposed development clearer to
attendees (Appendix B). Photomontages from a select number of locations were made
available. These areas included:

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025 3
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2.15

2.16

2.17

2.18

=  Viewpoint 1: A838 near Fiag Bridge

=  Viewpoint 3: A838 near Overscaig Hotel

= Viewpoint 9: A838 near West Shinness Lodge
=  Viewpoint 12: Ben More Assynt

»  Viewpoint 13: Ben Klibreck

=  Viewpoint 14: A836 near An t-Sron

The second exhibition presented the following information:

» Board One: Welcome

= Board Two: Proposed Development

» Board Three: Design Evolution

» Board Four: Built Environment

» Board Five: Peat and Hydrology

» Board Six: Construction and Transport
» Board Seven: Landscape and Visual
= Board Eight: Ecology & Ornithology

» Board Nine: Thank You

The exhibition boards from all consultation events are presented in Appendix B of this
report, whilst a selection of photographs is included in Appendix C. Questionnaires were
prepared and made available at both exhibitions, to allow visitors to comment on the
proposal. A copy of these questionnaires is presented in Appendix D.

Engagement with Consultees

In addition fo the above consultation measures, a number of other meetings and pre-
application discussions have also taken place with both statutory and non-statutory
consultees prior to the application submission. The details of these discussions and the
associated outcomes are reported separately within the various technical reports and
within the EIA, however a summary of these measures is outlined below.

Pre-scoping meetings with the Highland Council (THC) and the Energy Consents Unit
were held. These meeting focused on an introductory presentation regarding the project
prepared by Energiekontor, which covered the anticipated size and scale of the project,
key environmental considerations, anficipated mitigation measures and other key
matters associated with the project at this early stage.

The formal pre-application held with THC also included SEPA and NatureScot who
provided initial comment on the post-scoping layout whilst a further design rationale
meeting was held with THC following refinement of the proposed development. All
community councils were contacted following the submission of scoping to discuss the
project in more detail. As such a meeting with Durness Community Council was also
organised. The dates of key consultation milestones are set out below:

* Pre-application meeting with THC on 11/09/2024 ;

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025 4
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= Anintroduction meeting with Durness Community Council on 24/07/2025
=  Meetings with SEPA on 10/07/2024 and 21/10/2024

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025 5
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3.2
3.3

3.4

3.5

CONSULTATION OUTCOMES AND ANALYSIS

Infroduction

The following summary of public comment on the development proposals and issues for
consideration is based on feedback received at the public exhibition as well as before
and after.

The section discusses and analyses responses gathered, and how the Applicant has
responded to feedback received following the return of questionnaire responses.

Comments received have been tabulated below, with analysis and follow-up actions
from each event reported following the table.

Of an attendance of 17 people across two events, a total five respondents took the
time to express their views via questionnaire. Overall, this equates to a total response rate
of 29%.

A scale of 1-5 is used below to quantify opinions and contrast opinions over time. The
average score has been rounded to the nearest whole number to ascribe the closest
descriptor.

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025 6
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Feedback from First Public Exhibition

Table 3.1: Results of Questionnaires (First Exhibition)

_Er€rgicKontor

Question
No.

Question

Responses

0 -2.5km

2.6km - 5km

5.1km - 10km

10.1Tkm - 15km

15km+

How far from the proposed
development do you live?2

Question
No.

Statement

Responses

Strongly
Agree (5)

Agree (4)

Neutral (3)

Disagree

Strongly
(2) Disagree
(N

Did Not
Answer

Average Score

The information available
tfoday has been clearly
explained and is useful

3.5 (Neutral)

| am concerned about the
effects of climate change

3.75 (Agree)

Onshore wind energy
remains an imporfant
component in contributing
fowards Scotland’s green
energy targets and the
wider climate emergency

2 (Disagree)

| support the generation of
renewable energy in
Scotland

3.5 (Neutral)

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025
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The proposed development
has been sensitively
designed

1 2 1 2 (Disagree)

The proposed development
is acceptable in its present
form and can be
accommodated in this
location

1 3 1.25 (Strongly
Disagree)

Question No. | Question Responses
3 Overall, do you = |mpact on World Heritage Site, SSSI, RAMSAR and SAC
support the = |mpacts on protected species
proposed = Impacts upon River Fiag, an important salmon spawning river
development as = Visual impact on A838 tourist route to west coast
it is currently = Visual impact on National Scenic Area and Wild Land
presented? = Fartoo visible from great distances
Please give = Yet another windfarm in a relatively small area. Personally, | cannot support this.
reasons in the = Already proposed turbines at Shinness which will negatively impact on a residential area.
space below. Adding another 22 turbines and battery storage in such a small area does not seem feasible.
4 If you have = |mpact on local wildlife and ecosystem
concerns about = Area of outstanding beauty that is celebrated
the proposed = Agree we need to consider climate change, but wind farms have a shelf life and are not
development, currently able to be disposed of in a green way
please tell us = Cumulative impacts on the Lairg area
why in the space = [tis foo visible for miles around
below. = Theroad over the Tirry — the only access to Shinness would be a concern
5 Do you have any =  Wind turbines are more efficient offshore
further =  Government targets for wind will be exceeded by 100%
comments? =  Why not consider another area near motorways that don't impact on residents and wild areas

Will impact on local fransport links during construction which will also impact on tourists
accessing the area

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025
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First Public Exhibition Analysis

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

There was a total of four qualifying responses received from this public exhibition. From
this, both questionnaires were completed in-person. No responses were received via the
online questionnaire. Overall, this equates to a 44% response rate. Given the small
number of responses, conclusions drawn from this small sample size cannot be
representative of a consensus, whether the views are positive or negative.

The responses generally showed that all respondents were within Skm — 10km of the site,
and were engaged with impacts upon the local vicinity, particularly in terms of visual
impacts.

Conclusions drawn from the first exhibition were that the exhibition was not well
aftended, and this very small sample size cannot indicate support or objection for the
proposed development.

Responses were generally mixed, with respondents collectively feeling in general
agreement towards;

= The clarity and usefulness of the information provided at the exhibition
= The importance of onshore wind in contributing to Scotland’s green energy goals
= Support towards renewable energy generation in Scotland

The respondents agreed that the effects of climate change were a concern - scoring
3.75. It was also generally agreed amongst the respondents that the proposed
development had not been sensitively designed (2),and was not acceptable in ifs
present form (1.25).

Qualitative comments suggested visual concerns, as well as cumulative visual impacts,
fraffic, and wildlife. These were all taken into consideration and are discussed further in
table 3.4 of this document.

As part of the discussions which arose from the public consultation, a name change from
Fiag Wind Farm to Coille Linne Wind Farm for the proposed development was discussed
and taken on board by the project team

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025
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Feedback from Second Public Exhibition

Table 3.2: Results of Questionnaires (Second Exhibition)

rgicKon

Question Question Responses
No. 0 - 2.5km 2.6km - 5km 5.1km - 10km | 10.1Tkm - 15km | 15km+ Did Not
Answer
1 How far from the 1
proposed development
do you live?
Question Question Responses
No. Yes No Did not answer
2 Did you aftend/view the previous 1
exhibition?
Quest | Statement Responses
:: Strongly Agree (4) Neutral (3) Disagree (2) Strongly Did Not
’ Agree (5) Disagree (1) Answer
3 The information available today 1
has been clearly explained and is
useful
| am concerned about the effects 1
of climate change
Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025 10
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rgicKon

Onshore wind energy remains an
important component in
contributing towards Scotland’s
green energy targets and the
wider climate emergency

| support the generation of
renewable energy in Scofland

The proposed development has
been sensitively designed

The proposed development is
acceptable in its present form
and can be accommodated in

this location
Question | Question Responses
No.
4 Overall, do you = Itissited in the wrong place
support the proposed = |tis much too near the River Fiag
development as it is = There are risks to affecting the water of Loch Shin
currently presented? = [tis highly visible nearby and from a distance
Please give reasons in = There are important species of birds that fly over and onto that area
the space below. = There are too many wind farms being proposed in this area
5 If you have concerns = The turbines are sited far too close to the river
about the proposed = The Kyle of Sutherland Fisheries have been monitoring smolts and the effects of the dam
development, please and salmon for a good number of years now. Their ongoing research should not be
tell us why in the space imerrup.‘red. )
below. = The project borders a UNESCO protection area
= How are you proposing to get the power from the turbines across the river?
6 Do you have any = | am not completely averse to windfarms, but they must be placed in a suitable locations,
further comments2 and this one is not.

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025
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Second Public Exhibition Analysis

3.13  The exhibition boards at this event were updated and reflected the application layout as
well as detailing the design evolution. Photomontages showing what the proposed
development looks like from viewpoints around the Lairg area were also provided

3.14 A total of eight attendees were present at this event, a decrease of one attendee from
the first public event. However, only one attendee expressed their views via
questionnaire.

3.15  The response rate for this event was therefore poorer than the last, at 12.5%. As per the
analysis of the last event (outlined in paragraphs 3.7 to 3.12), the results above cannot be
held as representative of attendees, let alone the area in general.

3.16  Theresponse from the respondent has been set out in Table 3.2

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025 12
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4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

SUMMARY

As is demonstrated in this PAC Report, the consultation process undertaken in support of
this planning application meets the statutory requirements for pre-applicatfion
consultation. The approach to public consultation has ensured that the local community
and consultees have been given multiple opportunities to comment on the proposed
development, and their responses have been considered as part of the development
design process.

The maijority of respondents were satisfied with the information provided at the public
exhibitions; however, the small sample size mans that the responses gathered cannot be
representative of the public — whether these be positive or negative.

The consultation events provided a snapshot of time where the application was and
aimed fo inform local people of plans and rationale, whilst gathering information and
seeking views in order to amend and/or alter matters within the application where
needed.

Responses to the proposed development ranged across the exhibitions. The majority of
respondents recognised that climate change was a concern. However, it was generally
agreed that this development was not acceptable in its current form, although this
response is expected with commercial scale wind operations.

The Applicant has aimed fo be open and fransparent about their intentions, justification,
and rationale for the proposed development. Overall, information from the PAC process
was valuable in aiding the application process and providing an insight into public
opinion towards to proposed development.

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025
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Coille Linne Wind Farm
Pre-Application Consultation Report

APPENDIX B: EXHIBITION BOARDS

Energiekontor UK Ltd | May 2025



Welcome to
Fiag
Wind Farm
Public Exhibition

Thank you for coming along.
Should you have any questions, please direct them to a member of the
Energiekontor Team who will be happy to assist.
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¢ The Site lies approximately 21.9km north of Lairg and 16km south-east of Altnaharra. The Site is primarily commercial forestry. Loch
Shin lies approximately 1.2km from the Site boundary and the A838 lies immediately to the south of the Site.

e The proposed layout presents a theoretical maximum of 22 turbines.

e We are proposing that the turbines are 230m to tip height. These heights are in line with current wind farm technology,
economics, and similar applications throughout the country and within the Highland area.

e The proposed development will also include access fracks, an on-site substation, borrow pits, a temporary construction
compound and 5MW of battery storage.

e As part of our site design and assessment, we have prepared a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) model which extends out to
35km from the site centre and wirelines from key design viewpoints.

JErErgieKontor
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> Why Fiag Wind Farm?
BUILT AND HISTRINNMENT )
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Scheduled Monuments Conservation Areas

Garden and Designed Landscapes
Listed Buildings

Inventory of Historic Battlefields

Residential Properties

An important consideration to gain an appreciation of the site location in relation to nearby properties and the wider built and historic
environment. An initial step with site identification is to understand if there are any built and historic environment constraints and desig-
nations which may be impacted, for example:

Energiekontor considers that Fiag Wind Farm is situated within a good location and respects the surrounding built environment. As the

map below demonstrates, the closest property lies approximately 3km from the nearest proposed turbine.

Special consideration will be given to the design of the layout and separation distances as well as taking into consideration any

relafionships with wider built environment.

The Ord (Viewpoint 15) is an example of a Scheduled monument which has been considered as part of the design process and used
as a design viewpoint within the landscape and visual assessment. The map below identifies the relevant designations and con-

straints that require due consideration throughout the assessment.
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An initial step with site identification is to understand if there are any ecological constraints and designations which could be affected
by the proposed development, for example:

. Ancient Woodland . Special Protection Area (SPA)

. Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
. National Nature Reserve (NNR)
. Nationally Important Peat

. Ground Water Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE)
. RAMSAR

. Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Caithness andSutherland Featiands s o Suihe Ao 1 rgieKon

Fiag Wind Farm
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Caithness and Sulherland

From review of the surrounding environmental designations, the closest designation is the Strath Duchally SSSI and the Caithness and
Sutherland Peatlands SAC, SPA and RAMSAR site (represented by the brown areas) which lies within the red line boundary however
this has been avoided through design. Other designations within 15km include Ben Klibreck SSSI and Foinaven SPA.

From Phase 1 Habitat Surveys and National Vegetation surveys the site largely comprises commercial forestry. Buffers have also been

applied to safeguard certain bird species such as Greenshank and Golden Plover which have been identified over the 2 year bird
survey period.

A Protected Species Survey will also be carried out with details to be included within the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Report.
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Following further site investigation, Phase 1 peat surveys were completed with results shown below. As shown, the majority of the site
comprises peat which is less that <Im deep, with deeper peat limited to isolated pockets across the site.
constraints across the site, areas of peat greater than 1m in depth are avoided as far as possible.

When considering
In addition to the Phase 1 peat probing, a peatland condition assessment has been carried out to assess the quality of the peatland
on site and determine if the peat has been eroded or remains in a near natural condition.

Phase 2 peat probing will be carried out and will help fo inform a complete infrastructure design fo include key components of the
proposed development such as tracks, crane pads and an onsite substation.

We are continuing to engage with NatureScot and SEPA on peat across the site in ferms of methodology and assessment.
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Access routes have been assessed for

the ftransportation and delivery of

turbine components. The preferred

option for delivery is illustrated on the

map below, routing from Port of Nigg %

to site. h

The turbine components would then \-
be brought to site by abnormal loads

vehicles northwards via the A9, A839, T e
A836 and A838 with police escort. o,

Other traffic movements associated
with constfruction (e.g. concrete and
aggregate) will be dependent on the {
location of the nearest supplier. i

CONSTRUCTION PHASE

We appoint specialist contactors and use local suppliers, where possible, to construct our wind farms. The entire process is overseen
by our finance and construction teams who have considerable experience in the construction process.

The entire construction period for a wind farm typically fakes approximately eighteen months, depending on the particular site. Work
starts with the formation of the site access, followed by the laying of the internal access roads and the turbine foundations. These
works make up the bulk of construction activity.

During the construction period, on-site working hours would be controlled though planning conditions set out by the local planning
authority. Construction traffic associated with the development would also be managed through a Traffic Management Plan. This is
typically required as part of a planning condition and would be agreed with the local highway and planning authorities, prior fo
construction.

COMMISSIONED & CONNECTED

Once a wind farm has been commissioned and is operational, electricity would be exported from the site to the electricity network to
power homes and businesses.

Modern wind turbines are fully automatic, continually reconfiguring themselves to extract the most energy out of the prevailing wind
conditions and are managed using remote communication from an off-site operations centre.

WHAT ARE WE DOING TO MINIMIZE EFFECTS?
During the course of the Environmental Assessment, a number of fopics will be assessed, and while a worst case will need to be
demonstrated, we can look at reducing the overall traffic movements, this can be achieved by:

« Sourcing stone from on site borrow pits

- Plan fimings of furbine delivery

. Separate general construction traffic from furbine delivery route
« Licison between locals and contactors during construction

« Local publicity and advertisement of construction details
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In terms of potential visual effects, the preliminary Zone of Theoretical Visibility, based on the 22 turbine layout and blade tip height of
230m, illustrates that theoretical visibility would be focused within 20km. Visibility then becomes increasingly fragmented with distance

due to the surrounding topography and landscape characteristics.

This is based on a bare ground model of topography that does not account for trees, vegetation or buildings screening views.

The viewpoints selected represent the views of residents, road users, visitors, recreational users and fourists to the area through a
combination of elevated summits, popular hill walking destinations as well as key fransport routes used by residents and visitors in the

areaq.
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A series of wire frames from key design viewpoints has been provided as further visual aid to the proposed turbine layout.
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Landscape and Visual — Method and
Viewpoints

Landscape and visual impacts are a key consideration in any Energiekontor project.

As part of our landscape and visual assessment, we follow industry standard guidance produced by The Highland Council and
NatureScot to present a robust assessment of the likely significant effects which may arise as part of the proposed development.

Each photomontage and wireline which will accompany the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) is produced from view-
points within the 35km LVIA Study Area and are selected to represent what the wind farm will look like in the wider area. These
viewpoints are often close to residential areas, prominent hilltops and areas which are frequently used by receptors such as tourists,
walkers and road users. A map showing the proposed viewpoints is provided below.
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Thank you for
taking part in
the Fiag

Wind Farm
Exhibition

If you have any questions or would like further information on the project,
please get in touch via email (lauren.mallon@energiekontor.com)
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Welcome to
Coille Linne
Wind Farm

Public Exhibition

Thank you for coming along.
Should you have any questions, please direct them to a member of the
Energiekontor Team who will be happy to assist.

E€rgicKontor
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e Following feedback at our first public exhibition, the name has changed from Fiag Wind Farm to Coille Linne Wind Farm

¢ The Site lies approximately 21.9km north of Lairg and 16km south-east of Altnaharra. The Site is primarily commercial forestry. Loch
Shin lies approximately 1.2km from the Site boundary and the A838 lies immediately to the south of the Site.

e The proposed layout presents a total of 15 turbines.

e We are proposing that the turbines are 250m to tip height. These heights are in line with current wind farm technology,
economics, and similar applications throughout the country.

e The proposed development will also include access fracks, an on-site substation, borrow pits, a temporary construction
compound and 5MW of battery storage.

e As part of our site design and assessment, we have prepared a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) model which extends out to
45km from the site centre and wirelines from key design viewpoints.
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An important consideration to gain an appreciation of the site location in relation to nearby properties and the wider built and historic

environment. An initial step with site identification is to understand if there are any built and historic environment constraints and desig-
nations which may be impacted, for example:

. Scheduled Monuments . Conservation Areas

. Garden and Designed Landscapes . Inventory of Historic Battlefields

. Listed Buildings . Residential Properties

Energiekontor considers that Coille Linne Wind Farm is situated within a suitable location and respects the surrounding built
environment. As the map below demonstrates, the closest property lies approximately 2.8km from the nearest proposed furbine.

The Ord is an example of a Scheduled monument which has been considered as part of the design process. The map below identi-
fies the relevant designations and constraints that require due consideration throughout the assessment.
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Following further site investigation, Phase 2 peat surveys were completed with results shown below. Phase 2 peat probing informed
the infrastructure design and includes key components of the proposed development such as tracks, crane pads and an onsite

substation.

A total of 719 peat probes were collected following the design of proposed infrastructure across the site. The majority of the site (87%)
comprises peat which is less that <1m deep with deeper peat limited to isolated pockets across the site.
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Access routes have been assessed for

the ftransportation and delivery of

turbine components. The preferred

option for delivery is illustrated on the

map below, routing from Port of Nigg %

to site. h

The turbine components would then \-
be brought to site by abnormal loads

vehicles northwards via the A9, A839, T e
A836 and A838 with police escort. o,

Other traffic movements associated
with constfruction (e.g. concrete and
aggregate) will be dependent on the {
location of the nearest supplier. i

CONSTRUCTION PHASE

We appoint specialist contactors and use local suppliers, where possible, to construct our wind farms. The entire process is overseen
by our finance and construction teams who have considerable experience in the construction process.

The entire construction period for a wind farm typically fakes approximately eighteen months, depending on the particular site. Work
starts with the formation of the site access, followed by the laying of the internal access roads and the turbine foundations. These
works make up the bulk of construction activity.

During the construction period, on-site working hours would be controlled though planning conditions set out by the local planning
authority. Construction traffic associated with the development would also be managed through a Traffic Management Plan. This is
typically required as part of a planning condition and would be agreed with the local highway and planning authorities, prior fo
construction.

COMMISSIONED & CONNECTED

Once a wind farm has been commissioned and is operational, electricity would be exported from the site to the electricity network to
power homes and businesses.

Modern wind turbines are fully automatic, continually reconfiguring themselves to extract the most energy out of the prevailing wind
conditions and are managed using remote communication from an off-site operations centre.

WHAT ARE WE DOING TO MINIMIZE EFFECTS?
During the course of the Environmental Assessment, a number of fopics will be assessed, and while a worst case will need to be
demonstrated, we can look at reducing the overall traffic movements, this can be achieved by:

« Sourcing stone from on site borrow pits

- Plan fimings of furbine delivery

. Separate general construction traffic from furbine delivery route
« Licison between locals and contactors during construction

« Local publicity and advertisement of construction details
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Landscape and visual impacts are a key consideration in any Energiekontor project.
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As part of our landscape and visual assessment, we follow industry standard guidance produced by The Highland Council and
NatureScoft to present a robust assessment of the likely significant effects which may arise as part of the proposed development.

Each photomontage which will accompany the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) is produced from viewpoints within
the 45km LVIA Study Area and are selected to represent what the wind farm will look like in the wider area. These viewpoints are often
close to residential areas, prominent hillfops and areas which are frequently used by receptors such as tourists, walkers and road users.

In terms of potential visual effects, the Zone of Theoretical Visibility, based on the 15 turbine layout and blade tip height of 250m,
illustrates that theoretical visibility would be focused within 20km. Visibility then becomes increasingly fragmented with distance due to
the surrounding topography and landscape characteristics. This is based on a bare ground model of topography that does not ac-
count for frees, vegetation or buildings screening views.

A map showing the proposed viewpoints overlain with the ZTV is provided below.
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From review of the surrounding environmental designations, the closest designation is the Flow Country UNESCO World Heritage Site
which lies within the Site boundary. This designation also encompasses the Strath Duchally SSSI and the Caithness and Sutherland
Peatflands SAC, SPA and RAMSAR site however all designations have been avoided through design. Other designations within 15km
include Ben Klibreck SSSI and Foinaven SPA.

From Phase 1 Habitat Surveys and National Vegetation surveys the site largely comprises commercial forestry. Buffers have also been
applied to safeguard certain bird species such as Greenshank and Golden Plover which have been identified over the 2 year bird
survey period.

As part of the application, an Outline Habitat Management Plan will be provided which will set out measures for mitigation and
enhancement of biodiversity across the Site. Examples can include:

. Peatland restoration
. Native woodland creation or riparian woodland planting

« Ornithological monitoring
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>> Thank you for
taking part in
the Coille Linne

Wind Farm
Exhibition

If you have any questions or would like further information on the project,
please get in touch via email (lauren.mallon@energiekontor.com)

e€rgieKontow
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EnergieKontor

Coille Linne Wind Farm — Public Consultation Feedback Form
Date and Time: 30t January 2.30pm — 6.30pm
Location: Lairg Community Centre

Thank you for attending our public exhibition for Coille Linne Wind Farm. Energiekontor would
appreciate your honest and valued feedback. Your answers to the following questions will be used to
shape and inform the proposed design where applicable and will be included within the ‘Pre-
Application Consultation Report’ (PAC Report) which will be submitted alongside the application. All
responses will remain anonymous, and any personal details provided will not be publicised as part of
the planning application.

Questionnaires can be handed to any of our staff team, posted within the confidential box within this
venue, or posted to the Project Manager within 30 days of this exhibition. Posted copies should be

supplied to:

Lauren Mallon
Energiekontor UK Ltd
44 Elliot Street Mews
Glasgow

G3 0Dz

or emailed to: lauren.mallon@energiekontor.com

Please note that this response is not a representation to the Planning Authority, you will have

opportunity to comment directly to the local authority once the application has been submitted.

Project-specific information is also available at: www.energiekontor.co.uk/our-projects/coillelinne

1. How far from the proposed development do you live? Please tick.

Proximity to 0-2.5km 2.6km — 5km 5.1km - 10km | 10.1km — 15km 15km+
Development
Please tick
2. How do you feel about the following statements? (please tick)
Statement Strongly | Agree Neutral | Disagree | Strongly
Agree Disagree

The information available today has been clearly explained
and is useful

I am concerned about the effects of climate change

Onshore wind energy remains an important component in
contributing towards Scotland’s green energy targets and
the wider climate emergency

| support the generation of renewable energy in Scotland

The proposed development has been sensitively designed

The proposed development is acceptable in its present form
and can be accommodated in this location



mailto:lauren.mallon@energiekontor.com
http://www.energiekontor.co.uk/our-projects/coillelinne

3. Did you attend the previous exhibition? (held on 13" August 2024)

4. Overall, what are your thoughts on the proposed development as it currently is presented? Please
give reasons in the space below.

5. If you have concerns about the proposed development, please tell us why in the space below.

6. Do you have any further comments?

If you wish to be kept updated on the proposed development please leave your details below,
although there is no obligation to. Personal details will not be stored by Energiekontor other than for
the purpose specified and will not be shared with third parties. Data collected from these
guestionnaires will be anonymised for the purposes of the application.

Name:
Address:
Tel:

Email:



