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1

INTRODUCTION

Background

This Planning Statement has been prepared to accompany the submission of an
application for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 by Energiekontor UK
Ltd (‘the Applicant’) to the Scoftish Ministers for a proposed renewable energy
development known as Ballach Wind Farm, comprising 20 wind turbines, an energy
storage facility and associated infrastructure for a period of 35 years (‘the proposed
development’) on land located approximately 4km northwest of Kilmorack.!, on the Farley
and Erchless Estates (‘the Site’)

This Planning Statement outlines the key characteristics, details of the proposed
development, and summarises the relevant planning policy context, before providing an
appraisal of the proposed development against the Development Plan and other relevant
material considerations. In doing so, this Planning Statement demonstrates the need for
the proposed development and provides justification for the granting of consent.

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) has been undertaken for the proposed
development and an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) has been submitted
as part of this application. This Planning Statement should be read in conjunction with the
EIAR submitted and draws evidence from it to demonstrate compliance where
applicable.

The Applicant

Energiekontor UK Ltd is a wind energy development company with offices in Glasgow,
Edinburgh, and Leeds. The company was formed in 1999 and develops onshore wind farms
throughout the United Kingdom. The company has built eight wind farms in the UK with
many more currently in the development process.

Energiekontor UK Ltd is part of the Energiekontor Group. The parent company,
Energiekontor AG, was established in 1990 in Bremerhaven in Northern Germany. It has
since grown to become one of the leading wind energy companies in Europe and is active
in Germany, France, Portugal, the USA and the UK. The company has obtained consent
and built over 170 onshore wind and solar farms in Europe, with a total nominal power of
more than 1.5 gigawatts. The company constructed the first ‘no-subsidy’ wind farm in the
UK, Withernwick Il in East Riding, Yorkshire.

Purpose of this Planning Statement

Along with Section 36 consent, deemed planning consent is also sought under Section
57(2) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended) (the TCPA).

1 When measured from the centre point of the Site
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The purpose of this Planning Statement is therefore to set out the context and rationale for
the proposed development and to demonstrate how it accords with the applicable
planning policy framework against which the planning application must be assessed. In
doing so, the objective of this Planning Statement is to provide clear and robust justification
for the granting of consent for the proposed development.

EIA Screening and Scoping

Generally, a proposal is screened against the EIA Regulations to ascertain whether a
development would constitute EIA development. The Proposed Development is of a type
described within Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations as an installation for the harnessing of
wind power for energy productions. It is not located within a ‘sensitive area’ as defined by
the EIA Regulations; however, the project would exceed both of the applicable thresholds
as it involves more than two wind turbines with hub heights of more than 15 metres (‘m’).
The requirement for an EIA was therefore determined based on whether the project would
be likely to give rise to significant effects on the environment by virtue of its size, nature, or
location. The scale, nature and location of the Proposed Development were considered
such that, in order to allow the environmental impacts of the project to be appropriately
considered throughout the application process, an EIA Report would be required.

Pursuant to the provisions of Regulation 17 of the Electricity Act (Environmental Impact
Assessment) (Scofland) Regulations 2017, in August 2024 the Applicant submitted an EIA
Scoping Report to accompany a request for an EIA Scoping Opinion from the Scottish
Ministers. This Scoping Report is included within the EIAR as Technical Appendix 1.1.

The Scottish Ministers issued their Scoping Opinion in November 2024 which set out the
fopics to be addressed in the EIA. This Scoping Opinion is included within the EIAR as
Technical Appendix 1.2. Scoping is a voluntary process, and the responses received as
part of this process are advice associated with the methodologies put forward by the
Applicant for the determination and potential for likely significant environmental effects.

The EIA Scoping process therefore provides an accompanying background fo the
planning context for the policy analysis associated with the proposed development.

Structure of this Statement

This remainder of this Planning Statement is structured as follows:

» Section 2 - The Proposed Development: provides a summary of the main
components associated with the Proposed Development, an overview of the Site
and its surroundings, as well as a summary of the design evolution;

= Section 3 - Renewable Energy Policy Framework: provides a summary of the wider
renewable energy policy context relevant to the Proposed Development;

= Section 4 - Legislative & Planning Policy Framework: outlines and surmises the
relevant statutory Development Plan and other material considerations relevant to
the Proposed Development

= Section 5 - Planning Assessment: provides a planning appraisal of the Proposed
Development against the relevant provisions of the Development Plan and other
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material considerations including principle and acceptability of the proposed
development;

= Section é - Conclusions: presents the overall summary and conclusions.
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2

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Infroduction

This section describes the various elements associated with the Site and the proposed
development, whilst providing details of what processes will take place at the various
stages of the project’s lifecycle (construction, operation, and decommissioning).

The Site

The Site is located approximately 4km northwest of Kiimorack within the Erchless and Farley
estates and lies entirely within the administrative boundary of the Highland Council. The
present land use is open moorland with limited forestry found within the Site boundary.

The topography of the Site reaches a high point of 490m AOD at Beinn name Fitheach in
the west.. Access to the site is taken utilising the estate track to the south which runs from
the A831 at Erchless Castle.

Several watercourses and surface water features are located within the development site.
The largest of these is Gleann Giobhre, which runs along the northern site boundary,
draining to the east. Allt Chogach, Allt Beinn Name Fitheach, Allt an Torra Dhuinn, Allt o
Chrochadair and Allt Dearg all spring within the northern part of the study area and flow
towards the Gleann Giobhre, along with nine unnamed fributaries.

Loch Ballach is located in the central part of the study area, and is connected to Allf an
Locha Bhallaich, which flows towards the Breakachy Burn immediately to the southeast of
the study area. Allt Liach flows along the southern extent of the study area towards the
Breakachy Burn.

There are no environmental designations within the site boundary. In terms of other
environmental designations within 10km of the site, these include:

=  Glen Strathfarrar NSA:
= Strathpeffer WPA and
=  Wild Land Area 24: Cenftral Highlands

Approximately 3km northwest of the site, sits the operational Fairburn Wind Farm (20
turbines, 100m fo fip). 5km to the northwest of the site the proposed Fairburn Wind Farm
Extension (14 turbines, 200m tfo fip) which is currently in the scoping stage.

Description of the Proposed Development

The proposed development is illustrated on Figure 3.1 within Volume 2 of the EIAR and
would consist of the following principal components:

= 20 turbines;
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2.9

» Associated turbine compound areas including foundations and hardstanding areas
for erecting cranes at each turbine location;

= On-site fracks connecting each turbine;
» Upgrade to existing bellmouth junction from the A831 (set out in Figure 12.5)
» Upgrade of existing estate track;

»  Twelve new watercourse crossings and eight upgraded watercourse crossings , as set
out in EIA Report Volume 4, Technical Appendix 10.1;

* An energy storage compound to store batteries with a SMW capacity which would
be within the construction compound fooftprint;

» Underground cables linking the turbines to the substation;

= Up to three borrow pit search areas for the extraction of stone on-site (indicated on
Figure 3.1 as borrow pit search areas);

= A temporary construction compound including provision for onsite concrete
batching; and

=  An ons-site substatfion to provide a grid connection;

= Qulline Habitat Management provisions as proposed within EIA Report Volume 4,
Technical Appendix 8.4.

The proposed development would be time-limited to 35 years from the first date of
commercial operation. The construction phase would last approximately eighteen
months, and decommissioning would last approximately six months.

Deemed planning permission is sought to permit a period of ten years between the date
of the Decision Notfice and expiry of consent (should works not be commenced) rather
than the usual three years.

The proposed development would provide approximately 134MW of installed capacity
(depending on the turbine model chosen) in addition fo SMW of battery storage capacity.
It is estimated by the Applicant that this installed capacity could generate approximately
557,344MWh of renewable electricity each year which would be expected to power the
equivalent of approximately 160,989 homes on average each year?, or provide 3.1 million
full battery charges for electric vehicles per year.3

The planning application includes an allowance for micrositing of the wind farm
infrastructure. If planning permission is granted, the Applicant will commission detailed
ground investigations and geotechnical surveys to determine the ground conditions. A
100m micrositing allowance is sought for the wind turbines (with restrictions in place to
safeguard constraint buffers as applicable), and all other new elements of the Proposed
Development.

Turbines would be of tubular steel construction, finished in a typical off-white matt colour
and comprise three blades. The final furbine choice would be made post-consent during

2 Based on an average annual UK domestic electricity consumption figure of 3,462KWh as set out in the BEIS publication

“Energy Consumption in the UK July 2023

3 Based on a large electric vehicle requiring 180kWh for a full charge.
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the procurement phase, but for the purposes of this EIA Report, representative candidate
turbines of 230m fo fip with 163m rotor diameter and hub heights of 148m.

2.14  Turbine co-ordinates, subject to a maximum of 100m micro-siting dependent upon
localised constraints, are as follows within Table 2.1.

Table 2.1: Proposed Wind Turbine Coordinates (subject to a 100m micrositing allowance)

Turbine Easting Northing Tip Height (m) Hub Height (m)
1 244863 847520 200 118.5
2 245014 846919 200 118.5
3 244392 847847 230 148.5
4 244442 846961 200 118.5
5 243983 847192 200 118.5
) 244320 846348 200 118.5
7 243735 845779 230 148.5
8 243703 846349 200 118.5
9 243700 847738 230 148.5
10 242959 847265 230 148.5
11 243181 846851 200 118.5
12 243091 845800 230 148.5
13 242801 846189 200 118.5
14 242310 846787 200 118.5
15 243056 847914 230 148.5
16 242375 847396 230 148.5
17 242295 847834 230 148.5
18 241638 847776 230 148.5
19 240986 847643 230 148.5
20 240370 847601 230 148.5
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3 RENEWABLE ENERGY POLICY FRAMEWORK

Infroduction

3.1 This section of the Planning Statement provides an overview of the renewable energy
legislative and policy framework relevant to the proposed development. It covers
International, European, UK and Scoftish energy policy and legislation. It provides an
overview of the relevant international agreements and targets which set the policy criteria
for national energy policy and guidance.

3.2 The framework outlined under the respective subheadings below demonstrate clear and
consistent policy support for renewable energy, as well as the need for further transition to
low carbon electricity generation. There is firm support for onshore wind developments as
part of a diverse energy strategy, with an overarching intention that renewable energy
developments will make significant a contribution to achieving the legally binding
renewable energy targets established by the renewable energy policy framework.

3.3 An emphasis on Net Zero and Climate Emergency at UK, Scottish and The Highland
Council (THC) level places significant weight on the overarching policy and legislative
framework as a material consideration.

International and European Context

International Agreements and Obligations — The COP21 Paris
Agreement

3.4 The Paris Agreement was adopted on 12th December 2015 by 196 parties to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change, creatfing a legally-binding, international
agreement towards tacking climate change. The UK is one of the signatories and is legally
bound to the Paris Agreement.

3.5 The Paris Agreement came into force on November 4th, 2016, having been ratified by at
least 55% (the point which friggers ratification) of the 196 countries. The meeting in Paris
was considered a make-or-break opportunity to secure an international agreement on
the approach to tackling climate change, commitment to a longer-term goal or near zero
emissions in the second half of the century and supporting the transition fo a clean
economy and low carbon security.

3.6 The respective Governments involved agreed:

= Along-term goal of keeping the increase in global average temperature to well
below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels:

= To aim to limit the increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius since this would significantly reduce
risks and the impacts of climate change;

= On the need for global emissions to peak as soon as possible, recognising that this will
take longer for developing countries;
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3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

3.12

3.13

3.14

» To undertake rapid reductions thereafter in accordance with the best scientific
guidance available.

Countries are legally obliged to make new post-2030 commitments to reduce emissions
every five years.

UK Energy Policy

The UK Government is legally committed to the delivery of a reduction in emissions to 'net
zero' by 2050 (with the Scottish Government committing to 2045).

This section identfifies recent shifts in UK-wide Renewable Energy Policy fo accommodate
this and summarises some key documents including:

= The Clean Power 2030 Action Plan (December 2024)

» The CCC Annual Report to UK Parliament (July 2024);

* National Audit Office report ‘Achieving Net Zero' (December 2020);
» The UK’s Sixth Carbon Budget (December 2020);

= The UK Energy White Paper (December 2020); and

= The UK Net Zero Strategy (October 2021).

The Clean Power 2030 Action Plan

The Clean Power 2030 Action Plan, published in December 2024 by the UK Government,
clearly highlights the requirement for rapid deployment of new clean energy capacity
across the whole of the UK. The document reflects the shared renewable ambitions of the
UK, Scottish and Welsh Governments and in accepting the government’s central role in
steering the creation of this new energy system, the document sets out the expectations
for the 2030 capacities of key technologies at national and regional level.

Focusing on onshore wind specifically, the target set out within the document aims for 27-
29 GW of capacity. Combined with large targets for other fechnologies such as solar and
offshore wind, the key aim is to significantly reduce dependence on fossil-fuels —
parficularly gas.

In order to deliver the capacity, there is a requirement to deploy these technologies at a
very significant scale and pace, which can only be delivered by taking rapid action to
unblock delivery challenges. The ability fo maximise the efficiency of the electricity system
today and in future, is critical to delivering decarbonisation and a key step to achieve net
zero by 2050.

Whilst the proposed development is unlikely to meet the 2030 target date for generation
of clean power, it is clear that onshore wind forms a key part of the clean power mix for
2030 and beyond to 2035.

The CCC Annual Report to UK Parliament (July 2024))

The CCC published a landmark report entfitled ‘Net Zero — UK's Conftribution to Stopping
Global Warming in May 2019. The foreword sets out that “the CCC has reviewed the latest
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3.20

3.21

3.22

3.23

3.24

3.25

scientific evidence on climate change, including last year's IPCC special report on global
warming of 1.50C and considered the appropriate role of the UK in the global challenge
fo limit future temperature increases.” It adds, “Net Zero is a more fundamental aim than
previous targets. By reducing emissions produced in the UK to zero, we ailso end our
contribution to rising global temperatures.”

The report makes recommendations for the UK economy including a new tougher
emissions target of net zero green gases by 2050, therefore ending the UK’s contribution to
global warming within 30 years. This replaces the previous target of an 80% reduction by
2050 from a 1990 baseline and accords with the obligations under the Paris Agreement.

The report makes clear that at a UK level “current policy is insufficient for even the existing
targets.”

In June 2019, the Prime Minister Theresa May brought forward legislation to turn Net Zero
into law, and the UK became the first major economy in the world to pass legislation to
end its global warming conftribution by 2050. The target is now legally binding via the
provisions of the Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target Amendment) Order 2019.

The CCC Annual Report to Parliament (2020) offered an update on the progress towards
Net Zero following adoption of the Net Zero Target.

The report states that in terms of building a resilient post-Covid economy, “success requires
that net zero emissions and improved climate resilience are integral,” whilst investments
tfowards achieving net zero will *help create jobs and stimulate economic recovery, whilst
changing the course of UK emissions and improving our resilience to climate change.”

The National Audit Office offered an update report ‘Achieving Net Zero' in December
2020 regarding progress on achieving Net Zero following the change to legislation in June
2019.

Key points from the report include that reducing emissions to achieve net zero will require
wide raging changes to the UK economy including further investment in renewable
energy, changes “unprecedented in their overall scale.”

Page 22 of the report sets out that a national fourfold increase in renewable energy
capacity is needed.

The CCC set out the Sixth UK-wide carbon budget in December 2020 with
recommendations from 2033 to 2037. This sets out the path the UK must follow to achieve
Net Zero by 2050.

A key point includes the CCC's clear statement that new demand for electricity will mean
that demand will rise 50% by 2035 and perhaps doubling or trebling by 2050.

The UK Energy White Paper in December 2020 set out a major shift in UK policy and
highlights the importance of renewable forms of electricity. Page 38 states that a key
objective is to “accelerate the deployment of clean electricity generation through the
2020s".
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3.26

3.27

3.28

3.29

3.30

3.31

3.32

The UK Government then published the UK Net Zero Strategy in October 2021 which sefs
out the long-term pathway fo net zero by 2050, sefting out the UK Government’s plans o
reduce emissions from each sector of the economy. Its sets out within page 103 that the
Government will support sustained deployment of low carbon generation and that there
is a need to continue to drive rapid deployment of renewables.

Scottish Climate Change and Energy Policy

The Scoftish government has devolved authority over matters relating fo the
implementation of energy policy and there have been a number of policy documents
and legislation produced in recent years dealing with climate change and renewable
energy. The documents summarised below are considered to set out the Scottish
Government’'s commitment fo reducing carbon emissions via the promotfion and
development of renewable energy and the contribution this can make to energy
generation throughout Scotland.

Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009

The Climate Change (Scotfland) Act 2009 provides a long-term framework to ensure a
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2050, with an inferim milestone of 42% by
2020.

Whilst successive bills and legislation have increased the target to net zero emissions, as
reported below, the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 provides the wider context for
Scotland’s ambitious targets for the reduction of carbon emissions.

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act
2019

The Scottish Government introduced a new Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets)
(Scotland) Bill to Parliament on 239 May 2018. The Act was subsequently passed in
September 2019.

The Bill raises the ambition of further reducing greenhouse gas emissions by amending the
targets set out within the Climate Change (Scofland) Act 2009, hence superseding them
and sets a legally binding net zero target for all greenhouse gases by 2045. This target date
is five years ahead of the current date set for the rest of the UK and aims to ensure Scotland
contributes to the worldwide efforts to deliver on the Paris Agreement. It requires net zero
by 2045 at the latest.

Whilst the target of net zero for 2045 remains, a statement made by the Climate Change
Committee explained that the delay of the governments Climate Change Plan has meant
that the goal of achieving a 75% reduction target by 2030 is fundamentally unachievable.
As such, on the 18t of April 2024, the Scottish Government stated that:

‘In light of the UK-wide Climate Change Committee’s (CCC) recent
rearticulation that the 2030 target for emissions reduction is not achievable, this
will no longer be a statutory target.’
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3.33

3.34

3.35

3.36

3.37

3.38

3.39

3.40

Despite the removal of the 75% emission reduction target, setting a net-zero target by 2045
is an ambitious target and places Scotland at the forefront of efforts to combat climate
change. Therefore, through this Act and other associated Government strategies and
policies, the Scofttish Government aim to provide certainty and credibility to businesses,
industries and investors that are vital partners in Scotland’s transition to a low carbon
economy.

The trajectory of net zero targets and the actions required to meet them have become
steeper following the passing of the 2019 Act into law.

Climate Change Emergency

In April 2019, the Scottish Government declared a climate change emergency, which
instigated a commitment to enforcing stronger climate change proposals and targets
whilst delivering support to the transition to a low carbon economy. It is anticipated at this
stage that this declaration will deliver revised approaches and shape future guidance for
a range of policy decisions, affecting transport, oil and gas and renewable energy
strategy.

The Highland Council opted to follow suit and declare its own climate emergency in May
2019.

Scotland’s Carbon Budget

Published in May 2025, the Climate Change Committee issued Scotland Carbon Budget
report using the most recent emissions data from 2022.

In 2024, Scofland’s interim emissions targets for 2030 and 2040 were repealed as the
progress required to meet the 2030 target was deemed to be beyond what was credible.
The Act was amended to replace interim targets with carbon budgets. Carbon budgets
are legally binding caps on greenhouse gas emissions in Scotland over five-year periods.
The UK, Wales, and Northern Ireland also use carbon budgets to set binding milestones for
emissions reductions on the way to their Net Zero emissions targets.

In line with the 2009 Act, the report sets out the Committee’s advice on the level of
Scotland’s four carbon budgets, covering the period 2026 to 2045. The CC recommend
that the Scottish Government sets its carbon budgets, at annual average levels of
emissions that are:

= 57% lower than 1990 levels for the First Carbon Budget (2026 to 2030).

= 69% lower than 1990 levels for the Second Carbon Budget (2031 to 2035).
=  80% lower than 1990 levels for the Third Carbon Budget (2036 to 2040).

= 94% lower than 1990 levels for the Fourth Carbon Budget (2041 to 2045).

Within the report, renewables have an essential role to play in meeting Scotland’s carbon
budgets and the wider UK emissions targets. In the pathway set out, the capacity of
variable renewables in Scotland (including offshore and onshore wind and solar) more
than triples from 15 GW in 2023 to 49 GW by 2035, increasing to 66 GW by 2045.
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3.41

3.42

3.43

3.44

3.45

Whilst the report does not set policy but instead informs the Scottish Government on steps
to take towards emissions reduction targets, it is evident that renewables and, in furn,
onshore wind will play a key role in the route to Net Zero by 2045. The pathway outlines
that in order to achieve these targets, renewable energy capacity must be accelerated.

Scottish Renewable Energy Policy

This section identifies recent shifts in Scottish Renewable Energy Policy and summarises the
key documents including:

= The Scottish Energy Strategy (2017);

= The Update to the Climate Change Plan (December 2020);

» The Scofttish Energy Strategy Position Statement (March 2021);
= The Onshore Wind Policy Statement (2022); and

» Draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan (2023)

= Onshore Wind Sector Deal

» Climate Change Committee (CCC) Report to Scottish Parliament — Progress in
reducing emissions in Scotland (March 2024)

» The Green Industrial Strategy (September 2024)
The Scottish Energy Strategy

The Scofttish Energy Strategy 2017 sets out the Scofttish Government’s overarching position
on many forms of energy, including onshore wind. Specifically, it states that “onshore wind
must continue to play a vital role in Scotland’s future”..."which can be done in a way
which is compatible with Scotland’s magnificent landscapes.” The Energy Strategy is
currently being updated, with a draft Energy Strategy accompanying the Just Transition
Plan in early 2023. These reiterate the findings of the Onshore Wind Policy Statement, and
aim to drive Scotfland towards Net Zero by 2045, with a clear focus on the delivery of 12GW
of new installed capacity by 2030.

The Update to the Climate Change Plan (December 2020)

In December 2020, the Scottish Government published an update to the Climate Change
Plan, covering the period 2018 to 2032, and responding to the new requirement in
Scotland to meet net zero by 2045. Page ? in particular sets out the strategic goal of
achieving “decarbonisation across the whole energy system, including electricity,
fransport, industry and buildings” and “integrating climate change action into all of the
decisions we make across Government”.

The Update sets out the intentfion to prepare an Energy Strategy in 2021 and an updated
Electricity Generation Policy Statement by 2022. Page 19 refers to a 2032 ‘pathway’
whereby decisions take account of benefits across all energy sectors as well as economic
and social benefits they create across Scotland. By 2032 it is intfended that we will generate
at least the equivalent of 50% of our energy from renewable sources. It is stated on page
18, importantly, that “there will be a substantial increase in renewable generation,
particularly through new offshore and onshore wind capacity”.
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3.46

3.47

3.48

3.49

3.50

3.51

The planning and consenting systems are recognised (p78) as remaining a “critical
enabler of rapid renewables deployment in Scotland”. The Climate Change Plan Update
expects that renewable energy generation is expected to increase substantially between
now and 2032 with an expectation of the development of between 11 and 16GW of new
capacity to meet a rapidly increasing electricity demand.

Scoftish Energy Strategy Position Statement

The Scofttish Energy Strategy Position Statement (March 2021) reinforces the consistent
theme of the Scottish Government’s support for a green, fair, and resilient economy.
Onshore renewables is addressed within section 8 of the Statement where it is reported
that “the continued growth of Scofland’s renewable energy industry is fundamental to
enable us to achieve our ambition of creating sustainable jobs as we fransition to net zero”.
It adds that the Scofttish Government "is committed to supporting the increase of onshore
wind in the right places to help meet the target of net zero.”

On 20ith August 2021, the SNP-led Scottish Government and the Scottish Green Party signed
the Bute House Agreement which represented a formal co-operation agreement for the
next five years of Government. However, on the 25" of April 2024, the Bute House
Agreement came to an end. Despite the end of the Bute House Agreement, a number of
policies sfill remain relevant to climate change legislation set out by the Scoftish
Government. Page 12 of the agreement set out that “the climate emergency means we
need to use the limited powers we have to accelerate the decarbonisation of our energy
system...our plans will see a significant increase in electricity demand for heating and
fransport. To accommodate this, we will support the continued and accelerated
deployment of renewable energy.” This statement is still valid in the wider context of
climate change and energy policy.

Onshore Wind Policy Statement

Subject to consultation the Government and Green Party aimed to deliver “an additional
8 to 12 GW of installed onshore wind by 2030, supported by changes to the planning
system needed to permit the growth of this essential zero carbon sector”. This still remains
within the Onshore Wind Policy Statement (OWPS, 2022) which replaced the previous
version published in 2017 and makes it explicitly clear that seeking greater security of
supply and lower cost electricity are now key drivers alongside the need to deal with the
climate emergency. It requires a minimum installed capacity of 20GW of onshore wind by
2030, with an additional 12GW installed between 2023 and 2030.

The OWPS states that deployment of onshore wind is “mission critical for meeting our
climate targets” as an “affordable and reliable source of electricity generation.”

The Draft Energy and Just Transition Plan

The Draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan was published on 10th January 2023
which builds on the Scottish Energy Strategy (2017), by setting out how targets will be
delivered. The purpose of the strategy is to set out clear policy positions and a route map
of actions with a focus on the decisions the Scofttish Government need to take and the
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changes the UK Government need to make by 2030, in order to deliver a net zero energy
system for Scotland by 2045.

The draft strategy sets out key ambitions for Scotland’s energy future. Specifically in relation
to onshore wind, the draft strategy aims to deliver inter alia an additional 12GW of onshore
wind by 2030.

The draft strategy sets out the scale of the opportunity to fransform Scotland’s energy
supply, with energy increasingly provided from climate-friendly renewable electricity.
Onshore wind inter alia will assist in achieving this transformation. The Scottish Government
therefore commit to the following:

» Take action to deliver an additional 12GW of installed onshore wind by 2030, as set out
in the Onshore Wind Policy Statement (2022). This will increase the total energy supply
from onshore wind to 20GW;

»  Working with the industry to deliver an Onshore Wind Sector Deal in 2023 to ensure
deployment is maximised as well as the opportunities that flow from it;

= Ensure that the community energy sector is represented on the forthcoming onshore
wind strategic leadership group; and

= Convene an expert group, including representatives from industry, agencies, and
academia. This will provide advice to the Scottish Government on how guidance
could be developed to support both peatland and onshore wind aims.

The Onshore Wind Sector Deal (2023)

The Onshore Wind Sector Deal, published in September 2023, provides a framework of
commitments between Scottish Government and the onshore wind sector in order to
support the rapid development and deployment of onshore wind, including the
identification of barriers and potential solutions and actions to, for example, decrease
consenting fimes. It is very clear that the Scoftish Government wishes to see quicker
deployment of onshore wind and is actively supporting the sector to do so.

Climate Change Committee (CCC) Report to Scottish Parliament — Progress in
reducing emissions in Scotfland (March 2024)

As set out above, the CCC Report presented to the Scottish Parliament entitled ‘Progress
in reducing emissions in Scofland’ in March 2024. The related press release states that
Scotland’s 2030 climate goals are no longer credible due to confinued delays to the
updated Climate Change Plan and other related climate policies.

The press release states that a path to Scotland’s post-2030 targets remain however
stronger action is needed to reduce emissions across the economy. It states that there has
been some progress in delivering renewable electricity generation in Scotland with the
aim to develop 8-11 GW of offshore wind and 20 GW on onshore wind capacity, both by
2030. However, the report notes that “The growth in onshore wind capacity has slowed,
however, and is slightly off track to deliver its 2030 target, which will require operational
capacity to more than double.” Page 40 states that in terms of onshore wind, Scotland
must increase the deployment rate by more than a factor of 4 to an average annual rate
of 1.4 GW.
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The Green Industrial Strategy

In September 2024, the Scottish Government published a Green Industrial Strategy (GIS).
The Executive Summary sets out the mission of the GIS, which states:

"This Green Industrial Strategy’s mission is to ensure that Scotland realises the maximum
possible economic benefit from the opportunities created by the global fransition to net
zero".

The strategy sets out five opportunity areas for Scotland where identified strengths are most
likely fo lead to growth and the potential to develop internationally competitive economic
clusters. The points focus on maximising Scotland’s wind economy, developing carbon
capfture, utilisation, and storage, supporting the green economy by way of professional
and financial services, expanding upon the hydrogen sector and establishing Scofland as
a competitive centre for clean energy intensive industries of the future.

When focusing on onshore wind specifically, it is referred to detail at page 21 where the
strategy states:

"Onshore wind is the biggest single technology in Scotland’s current mix of renewable
electricity generation, comprising 62% of installed capacity.

A thriving onshore wind sector is therefore critical to the decarbonisation in Scofland and
the UK. As set out in our 2022 Onshore Wind Policy Statement, Government and industry
are focused on delivering at least 20 GW of onshore wind by 2030 (doubling current
capacity) and recent pipeline analysis shows that we should be on track to deliver this.

This trajectory is underpinned by the Onshore Wind Sector Deal which sets out a set of
specific collaborative actions which include commitments by both the Scottish
Government and the onshore wind industry to help deliver the 20 GW ambition.

A supportive policy environment and successful industry collaboration via the Onshore
Wind Strategic Leadership Group confirms the shared commitment of Government and
industry fo achieve this successful and responsible growth.

The onshore wind workforce is highly skilled and opportunities in installation, consulting,
operations, and maintfenance are anficipated to rise in response to growth ambitions.
Specialised engineering consultancy services such as wind farm design and financial due
diligence related to onshore developments are expected to grow and offer additional
export potential. There is commercial opportunity in circular supply chains related to the
UK wind industry. Scotland’s established, and now ageing onshore wind assets may also
offer opportunities for innovative solutions in remanufacturing, recycling, and
decommissioning end of life assets."

It is evident that in order to progress the Government's objectives with regard to wind
energy, clear support for new investment and growth in onshore wind development is
needed. Realisation of the economic and social opportunities can only be achieved
through the development and consenting of additional wind energy developments. Such
deployment will not only be critical towards achieving the net zero target, given the
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important confribution that wind energy will make in that regard, but will also help deliver
the Government’s clear green infrastructure mission.

Compliance with and Weight to be Afforded to Energy
Legislation and Policy

The scale of the threat we face through climate change is widely acknowledged by
governments across the world. The Scottish Government has recently taken the decision
fo declare a climate emergency, citing the need for world action to deliver transformative
change. Everyone has arole to play in this global climate emergency, including businesses
and local authorities. Extremely challenging targets have been set for decarbonising the
economy: net zero emissions for Scotland by 2045, the most stringent target for
decarbonisation anywhere in the world.

It is evident that there remains a strong policy drive to continue to develop renewable
energy. International and national commitments have been made to address the effects
of climate change and to achieve greater security in the domestic supply of energy. This
in furn has directly influenced a response through the land use planning system which
through national planning policy strongly encourages renewable energy development
and the evidence base demonstrates that wind energy is the key renewable resource for
Scotland.

In the balance of material considerations, it is the role of the decision maker in terms of
which weight to assign to each material consideration and then potentially groups of
material considerations thereafter.

What is clear is that at a global, European, UK and Scottish level, there is a clear and
determined effort to reduce global carbon emissions. It is also abundantly clear that
onshore wind energy has a very significant part to play in this. Taken and read as a whole,
there is a very clear policy priority upon the deployment of renewable technology.

The planning system (and its decision makers) is a critical enabler of this deployment. As
per the next section of this Planning Statement, planning policy (and particularly local
policy) cannot keep pace with the rate of change in climate change policy and
legislation however that should not mean that this becomes a barrier to deployment. It is
legitimate for the planning system to take account of updated and emerging issues as
material considerations in arriving at a decision.

The current weight to be afforded to the preceding matters is therefore, in the Applicant’s
view, significant.
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NATIONAL AND LOCAL PLANNING POLICY
FRAMEWORK

Infroduction

This section sets out the planning policy framework relevant and material to the
determination of the application. Consideration is given below to the following matters:

*= National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4);
» The statutory Development Plan applicable to the Site; and

» Other material considerations, including Supplementary Guidance, local planning
guidance and relevant national policies, advice, and guidance.

NPF4

The Scottish Government is clear and unequivocal about the requirement for new onshore
wind generation through legislation and policy.

The inclusion of ‘Strategic Renewable Electricity Generation and Transmission
Infrastructure’ as a ‘national development’ demonstrates the importance that the Scofttish
Government places upon the increase in onshore renewable generation. Annex B of NPF4
provides a statement of need. This states that “a large and rapid increase in electricity
generation from renewable sources will be essential for Scotland to meet its Net Zero
emissions targets.”

Wind farms in excess of 50MW generating capacity will comprise national development.
The proposed development, at 108MW (plus SMW of battery storage) exceeds this
threshold and therefore be classed as a national development. Page 97 of NPF4 sets out
that nafional developments are described as “significant developments of national
importance that will help to deliver the spatial strategy”. It adds that “their designation
means that the principle for development does not need to be agreed in later consenting
processes.”

There is and remains a clear support at a national level for the further development of
renewable and low carbon technologies however greater emphasis has been placed on
the pace at which these technologies are rolled out. It is then appropriate to examine the
contents of particular policies of NPF4.

Policy 1: Tackling the climate and nature crises acts as an overarching policy which in turn
filters intfo each individual policy detailed within NPF4, stating that when considering all
development proposals, significant weight should be given to the global climate and
nature crises, in order to ensure that they are recognised as a priority in all plans and
decisions.

The intent behind Policy 1 is fo encourage, promote and facilitate development that
addresses the global climate emergency and nature crisis. The proposed development
inherently seeks to address the climate crisis by providing low carbon energy and reduces
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greenhouse gas emissions by contributing to a more sustainable energy mix across g78
TngScotland.

Therefore, NPF4 infroduces a key, prominent policy which states that the global climate
emergency is a priority, and significant weight must be attached to this. Onshore wind, as
a national development, accords fully with the aspirations of this policy and can draw
immediate and full support.

Policy 2: Climate change and Mitigation aims to encourage, promote, and facilitate
development that minimises emissions and adapts to the current and future impacts of
climate change. Policy 2 states:

a) Development proposals will be sited and designed to minimise lifecycle
greenhouse gas emissions as far as possible.

b) Development proposals will be sited and designed to adapt to current and
future risks from climate change.

c)Development proposals to retrofit measures to existing developments that
reduce emissions or support adaptation to climate change will be supported.

Policy 3: Biodiversity requires that “development proposals contribute to the
enhancement of biodiversity, including where relevant restoring degraded habitats and
building and strengthening nature networks”, integrating “nature-based solutions where
possible”. Policy 3b) also states that national development, which the proposed
development is defined as, will be ‘supported where the proposal will conserve, restore
and enhance biodiversity, including nature networks so they are in a demonstrably better
state than without intervention.’

Policy 4: Natural Places of NPF4 reinforces the need for the protection, restoration and
enhancement of natural assets making best use of nature-based solutfions. Part a) of this
policy states that development proposals which would have an unacceptable impact
upon the natural environment by virtue of type, location or scale will not be supported.

Policy Criteria is provided in 4(b) for proposals that impact upon National Parks, National
Scenic Areas, SSSIs, Ramsar sites are as follows:

‘Development proposals that will affect a National Park, National Scenic Areaq,

Site of Special Scientific Interest, or a National Nature Reserve will only be

supported where:

i) The objectives of designation and the overall integrity of the areas will
not be compromised; or

ii) Any significant adverse effects on the qualities for which the area has
been designated are clearly outweighed by social, environmental, or
economic benefits of national importance.

All Ramsar sites are also European sites and/ or Sites of Special Scientific Interest
and are extended protection under the relevant statufory regimes.’

Part d) discusses impacts upon local designations and states where a site is designated as
a “local nature conservation site or landscape area in the LDP, it will only be supported
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where development will not have significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area
and qualities for which it has been identified.” Part i) of d) states the second criteria for
support, which is where “any significant adverse effects on the integrity of the area are
clearly outweighed by social, environmental or economic benefits or at least local
importance.”

Part e) states that the precautionary principle is to be applied whilst Policy 4(f) states that
development proposals that are likely to have an adverse effect upon species protected
by legislation will only be supported where it meets the statutory test.

Policy 5: Soils focuses on the protection of carbon-rich soils, the restoration of peatlands
and the minimisation of disturbance to soils from development with wording as follows:

Development proposals on peatland, carbon-rich soils and priority peatland
habitat will only be supported for:

i) Essential infrastructure and there is a specific locational need and no
other suitable site;

ii) The generation of energy from renewable sources that opfimises the
contribution of the area to greenhouse gas emission reductions targets;

iii) Small-scale development directly linked to a rural business, farm, or croft;

iv) Supporting a fragile community in a rural or island area; or

V) Restoration of peatland habitats.

Policy 7: Historic Assets and Places details under part a) that “development proposals with
a potentially significant impact on historic assets or places will be accompanied by an
assessment which is based on an understanding of the cultural significance of the historic
asset and/or place”. Part h) is also useful and relevant, where it is stated that development
proposals affecting scheduled monuments will only be supported “where i) directimpacts
on the scheduled monument are avoided, ii) significant adverse effects on the integrity of
the setting are avoided or iii] exceptional circumstances have been demonstrated to
justify the impact on a scheduled monument and its setting and impacts on the monument
or its setting have been minimised".

The key policy pertaining to energy is Policy 11: Energy, which contains the intent to
“encourage, promote, and facilitate all forms of renewable energy development onshore
and offshore. This includes energy generation, storage, new and replacement transmission
and distribution infrastructure and emerging low-carbon and zero emissions technologies
including hydrogen and carbon capture utilisation and storage (CCUS).”

At alocal level, the policy also states that Local Development Plans (LDPs) should seek fo
realise their areas’ full potential for electricity and heat from renewable, low carbon and
zero emission sources by identifying a range of opportunities for energy development.

Policy 11 a) sets out that development proposals for all forms of renewable, low-carbon
and zero emissions fechnologies will be supported, which include:

i) wind farms including repowering, extending, expanding, and extending
the life of existing wind farms;
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ii) enabling works, such as grid transmission and distribution infrasfructure;
jii) energy storage, such as battery storage and pumped storage hydro;
iv) small scale renewable energy generation technology;

v) solar arrays;

vi) proposals associated with negative emissions technologies and carbon

capture; and
Vii) proposals including co-location of these technologies.

Policy 11 reiterates support for renewable and low carbon technologies, however there is
a clear and direct reference to onshore wind farms, recognising this form of energy
generation as a key component to achieving the outcomes of Policy 11 as well as wider
overarching climate change policy and legislation which aim to expand renewable, low-
carbon and zero emissions technologies at a national level.

While repowering, extensions and expansions are also supported, the creation of new
onshore wind development must be supported to ensure there is a continued pipeline of
new onshore wind farm schemes, such as the proposed development, which can be
revisited for future repowering, extension, and expansion. In addition, the policy also
includes support for battery storage which has been included as part of the development
with SMW of storage proposed.

Policy 11 (e) provides further information on the topics which should be addressed as part
of renewable, low-carbon and zero emissions technologies. It states that:

In addition, project design and mitigation will demonstrate how the following
impacts are addressed:

i) impacts on communities and individual dwellings, including, residential
amenity, visual impact, noise, and shadow flicker;

ii) significant landscape and visual impacts, recognising that such impacts
are to be expected for some forms of renewable energy. Where impacts
are localised and/ or appropriate design mitigation has been applied,
they will generally be considered to be acceptable;

jii) public access, including impact on long distance walking and cycling
routes and scenic routes;

iv) impacts on aviation and defence interests including seismological
recording;

v) impacts on telecommunications and broadcasting installations,
particularly ensuring that fransmission links are not compromised;

vi) impacts on road traffic and on adjacent frunk roads, including during
construction;

vii) impacts on historic environment;

viii) effects on hydrology, the water environment and flood risk;
ix) biodiversity including impacts on birds;
X) impacts on trees, woods, and forests;
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Xi) proposals for the decommissioning of developments, including ancillary
infrastructure, and site restoration;

Xii) the quality of site restoration plans including the measures in place to
safeguard or guarantee availability of finances fo effectively implement
those plans; and

Xiii) cumulative impacts.

Throughout the EIA Report, each topic listed within Policy 11 (e) has been fully assessed, in
addition fo the Planning Statement providing an appraisal on the level of impacts and
justification for how the proposed development not only complies with existing policy but
how project design and mitigation has resulted in no or limited significant effects.

Policy 11 states that “in considering these impacts, significant weight will be placed on the
contribution of the proposal to renewable energy generation targets and on greenhouse
gas emission targets”.

A key point of policy is that Policy 11e) i) recognises that where some landscape and visual
impacts are to be expected, localised impacts and/ or the application of appropriate
design mitigation has been employed, then effects are considered to be acceptable.

Highland-wide Local Development Plan

On 5 April 2012, the Highland-wide Local Development Plan (HwWLDP) (hereafter referred
fo as the Development Plan) was adopted by the Council and constituted as the Local
Development Plan in law. If sets out the overarching spatial planning policy for the whole
of the Highland Council area, except the area covered by the Cairngorms National Park
Local Plan. However, since the adoption of the Development Plan in 2012 the national
and local policy landscape has shiffed considerably with the adoption of the National
Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) with national policy now forming part of the statutory
Development Plan for the first time.

A key provision legislated within section 13 of the Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 is that
Section 24 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 is now amended to state
that in the event of any incompatibility between a provision of NPF4 and the provision of
an LDP, then whichever of them is later will prevail. In this case and at the fime of writing,
it is the NPF4 that should prevail over the LDP in case of any incompatibility.

Overarching Renewable Policy

Policy 67 is the key or ‘lead’ HWLDP policy for the assessment of onshore wind farm
developments. The policy contains a number of criteria which generally address the
environmental topics that are referred to in other policies within the Plan. The proposed
development has been assessed against Policy 67 and the associated OWESG.

Policy 67: Renewable Energy Developments requires renewable energy developments to
relate well to the source needed for its operation and sets out specific criteria THC will
consider in the determination of any such application, including:
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= The contribution of the proposed development towards meeting renewable energy
generation targets; and

= Any positive or negative impacts a proposed development is likely to have on the
local and national economy.

Policy 67 confirms that renewable energy proposals will also be assessed against other
policies within the Development Plan, the Highland Renewable Energy Strategy and
Planning Guidelines, and will have regard to other material considerations, including
demonstration of significant benefits such as making effective use of existing and/or
proposed infrastructure or facilities. The Supplementary Guidance forms part of the
Development Plan and supplements its key principles, whilst the Highland Renewable
Energy Strategy has since been superseded.

Policy 67 confirms that THC will support proposals for renewable energy developments
where they are safisfied that they are located, sited, and designed in such a manner that
they will not be significantly detrimental, either individually or cumulatively, with other
developments, having particular regard to any significant effects arising on the following
receptors:

= Natural, built, and cultural heritage features;
= Species and habitats;

= Visual impact and impact on the landscape character of the surrounding area
(reflecting the scale and character of the landscape seeking to minimise landscape
and visual impact, subject fo any other considerations);

=  Amenity at sensitive locations (including residential properties, workplaces,
recognised visitor sites);

» Safety and amenity of (regularly) occupied properties and grounds in relation to
noise, ice throw, shadow flicker and shadow throw;

= Ground and surface water, aquatic ecosystems, and fisheries;

= Aviation, defence, or emergency service operations, including flight activity,
navigation and surveillance systems and associated infrastructure or on aircraft flight
paths or MoD low-flying areas;

=  Other communications installations or the quality of radio or TV reception;

= The amenity of users of any Core Path or other established public access for walking,
cycling or horse riding;

= Tourism and recreation interests; and

* Land based traffic and fransport interests.

Policy 67 includes a requirement that seeks (via a legal agreement/obligation under
section 75 of the Principal Act) suitable decommissioning of any development and
associated infrastructure as part of the restoration of the site.

Policy 67 requires a proposed development to be assessed against the 11 factors listed
above with regard to predicted significant effects, and a judgement has to be reached
as fo whether or not such effects would be “significantly detrimental overall”. Each of these
11 factors is addressed in the appraisal presented within Chapter 5 of this Planning
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Statement. However, the broader aims of the policy and their relation to the proposed
development is presented below.

Firstly, Policy 67 refers to the need for renewable energy development proposals to be
“well related to the source of the primary renewable resources that are needed for their
operation”. The proposed development meets this requirement as the *primary renewable
resource” for its operation is wind and the location is one where the wind resource is
particularly good.

Secondly, Policy 67 states the Council will consider a proposed development's
contribution “towards meeting renewable energy generation targets”. The proposal has
an indicative capacity of 108 MW with an additional SMW of battery storage and would
therefore make a valuable confribution to unmet international, UK and Scoftish
Government climate change and renewable electricity and energy generation targets.

Thirdly, Policy 67 states the Council will consider “any positive or negative effects [a
proposed development] is likely to have on the local and national economy”. The
proposed development would contribute to the attainment of economic development
objectives at local and national levels.

The Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance offers additional details on factors
which the Council will take into consideration when determining applications. The
Supplementary Guidance provides a draft spatial framework which applies to all turbines
over 50m in height or more than one turbine with a height of 30m and above o blade fip.
This framework is in line with the adopted SPP 2014 document. The proposed development
lies predominately within a Group 3 area (area with potential for wind farm development
subject to other policy consideration), however there is an area which falls within Group 2
(Areas of significant protection) owing to its classification as an area of Class 2 Carbon
Rich Soil and Peat (the quality of this is explored further in Chapter 10: Hydrology, Geology
and Peat).

Landscape and Visual

Policy 28: Sustainable Design states that the Council will support development which
promote and enhance the social, economic, and environmental wellbeing of the people
of Highland’'. The policy notes that the impact of proposals on individual and community
residential amenity will be considered. Reference is also made tfo sensitive siting
considerations as well as the impact on various resources including;

=  Habitats;

=  Freshwater systems;

= Species;

» Landscape;

= Cultural heritage, and:
= Scenery.

Policy 29: Design Quality and Place-making requires that development proposals should
demonstrate sensitivity and respect towards the local distinctiveness of the landscape.
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Policy 30 Physical Constraints requires consideration as to whether a development
proposal is located within areas of constraint as set out within the Physical Constraints
Supplementary Guidance;

Policy 41 Landscape setfs out requirements for the evaluation of potential impacts on
landscape character arising from a proposed development. Landscape Character
Assessments, Landscape Capacity Studies and relevant supplementary guidance shall be
taken into account by THC when assessing proposed developments;

Hydrology, Geology and Peat

Policy 55 Peat and Soils requires development proposals to minimise the disturbance,
degradation or erosion of peat and soils. A peatland management plan may be required
if development on peat is clearly demonstrated to be unavoidable;

Policy 62 Geodiversity states that development proposals which include measures to
protect and enhance geodiversity interests of international, national, and regional/local
importance in the wider countryside, will be supported. The Council will also support
improvement of accessibility and interpretation as an educational or geo-tourism
resource, where it is possible to integrate sympathetically development, geodiversity, and
other existing interests.

Policy 63 Water Environment states that proposals that do not compromise the objectives
of the Water Framework Directive, which is aimed at supporting the protection and
improvement of Scotland’s water environment will be supported;

Policy 64 Flood Risk requires development proposals within or bordering medium to high-
risk flood risk areas will need to demonstrate compliance with Scottish Planning Policy
through the submission of suitable information which may take the form of a Flood Risk
Assessment;

Policy 66 Surface Water Drainage requires all proposed developments to be drained via
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS);

Ecology and Ornithology

Policy 58 Protected Species, Policy 59 Other Important Species and Policy 60 Other
Important Habitats and Article 10 Features sets out requirements for development
proposals fo adhere to arange of criteria regarding the avoidance of defrimental impacts
upon biodiversity, flora, and fauna. Consideration must also be given to any existing
protected planting and wetland which have habitat and species value;

Cultural Heritage

Policy 57 Natural, Built and Cultural Heritage requires all development proposals to be
assessed in consideratfion of designated heritage assefs in close proximity to the
development site. Furthermore, the design, layout, and massing of the development in
relation fo designated heritage assets must avoid detrimental impacts upon the character
and setting of these assefs;
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Transport and Access

Policy 56 Travel requires details of on and off-site transport implications, those criteria
relevant to the proposal advise proposed development’s should:

= Be well served by the most sustainable modes of fravel;
» Be designed for the safety and convenience of all potential uses;

» |ncorporate appropriate mitigation, through developer conftribution, if necessary, to
improve and enhance all fransport modes;

* Include appropriate parking provision, and;
=  Green Travel Plans may be required for significant travel generating developments.

The Council will also take account of The Core Paths Plan.

Policy 77 Public Access requires developments which affect any route defined in a Core
Paths plan, an access point to water or wider access rights, to maintain or enhance any
existing path including its amenity value, or ensure alternative access provision is provided
which is no less attractive, is safe and convenient for public use, and does not damage or
disturb habitats or species. Any proposal classed as a major development will need to be
accompanied by an Access Plan, indicating existing public access provision alongside
proposed public access provision both during and post-construction.

Policy 78 Long Distance Routes confirms the Council, and partners will safeguard and seek
fo enhance long distance routes.

The Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan

The Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan 2 (IMFLDP2) was adopted by THC in June
2024 and sets out the policies and provide a framework to guide and enable a range of
levels of development.

The IMFLDP sets out a strategic vision for the area and includes a number of development
allocations. The IMFLDP does not include any specific designations or planning policies
relating to onshore wind energy developments or the Site and is not accompanied by any
relevant appropriate supplementary guidance.

The Highland Council Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary
Guidance

THC adopted its Onshore Wind Energy: Supplementary Guidance in 2016 and
subsequently adopted an addendum to the supplementary guidance in 2017, enfitled
‘Addendum Supplementary Guidance: Part 2b Highland Strategic Capacity’, hereafter
referred to as ‘the Supplementary Guidance’.

The Supplementary Guidance recognises the potfential social and economic benefits
onshore wind developments can bring to communities, and outlines THC's positive stance
tfowards renewable energy developments. The Supplementary Guidance also sets out
how THC will manage onshore wind energy development proposals against a range of
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policy requirements in-line with Section 22 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland)
Act 1997 as amended by the Planning efc. (Scotland) Act 2006.

The guidance for potential onshore wind developments contained within the
Supplementary Guidance is broadly structured around the following topics:

= Landscape and visual;

» Public access;

= Noise assessment;

= Natural and historic environment;

» Operational efficiency of other communications;

= Operational efficiency of wind energy developments;
=  Water environment;

= Peat;

= Safety and amenity at sensitive locations;

=  Tourism and recreation;

= Airport, defence, and emergency service operations;
= Traffic and fransport;

= Electricity and gas infrastructure;

= Borrow pits;

» Construction environmental management plans;

= Restoration bonds; and

= Repowering.

Each topic provides specific guidance to inform the nature and context of technical
assessments, as well as guidance towards the acceptability of potential significant
impacts arising from an onshore wind proposal. Where relevant, these policy provisions are
considered further under specific topic headings in Section 5 of this Statement.

In addition to the topics listed above, Pages 18-20 of the OWESG list ten landscape and
visual criteria that the Council use as a framework for assessing proposals. They are not
absolute requirements but set out key considerations that proposed developments should
be aware of and take into account the within design and assessment. The criteria should
influence the proposals and supporting documents for any application should include the
developer's assessment against these criteria. The following criteria are likely to be of
particular significance:

= | - Relationship between Settlements/Key locations and wider landscape respected.
= 2-Key Gateway locations and routes are respected

= 3- Valued natural and cultural landmarks are respected

» 4 -The amenity of key recreational routes and ways is respected.

= 5-The amenity of transport routes is respected

» 6 -The existing pattern of Wind Energy Development is respected
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» 7 -The proposal contributes positively to existing pattern or objectives for
development in the area

= 8-The perception of landscape scale and distance is respected

» 9-landscape setting of nearby wind energy developments is respected

= 10 - Distinctiveness of Landscape character is respected

4.60  An assessment of the proposed development against the criteria listed above have been
assessed in full in Section 5 of this Planning Statement.
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5 PLANNING ASSESSMENT

Infroduction

5.1 Following identification of the relevant planning policies, guidance and other material
considerations in Section 4 of this Planning Statement, this section examines how the
proposed development accords with the Development Plan, material considerations and
other policy guidance considered in this statement.

5.2 Having regard to the relevant provisions within the Development Plan and other material
considerations, the following determining issues have been identfified:

= The principle of the proposed development;

= The conformity of the proposed development against the Development Plan and
supplementary guidance;

= The acceptability of predicted environmental and other impacts arising from the
Proposed Development, as assessed against the relevant Development Plan policies;

= The consideration of other material considerations that may weigh in support of the
proposed development.

5.3 These determining issues are considered further under the relevant headings below.

The Principle of the Proposed Development

5.1 The proposed development seeks to deliver a sustainable renewable energy
development that will make a valid confribution to low-carbon energy targets and net-
zero goals.

5.2 There is clear policy support for the principle of wind energy across the Development Plan
and other material considerations including national policy and legislation. These are
concisely summarised below.

5.3 By virtue of NPF4's classification of national developments, the proposed development is
one that could be considered of nationalimportance given its generating capacity is over
S50MW. The purpose of designation of schemes over 50MW is that “a large and rapid
increase in electricity generation” is “essential” for Scotland to meet its net zero emissions
targets. This is the case for the proposed development.

5.4 As set out in NPF4 (Page 97), national developments are defined as “significant
developments of national importance that will help to deliver the spatial strategy”, adding
that “their designation means that the principle for development does not need to be
agreed in later consenting processes”. The rationale of designating schemes over 5S0MW
as national development is that “a large and rapid increase in electricity generation” is
“essential” for Scotland to meet its net zero emissions targets. This is the case for the
proposed development.
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5.5 In addition to the proposed developments status as national development, NPF4 Policy 1:
Tackling the climate and nature crises (arguably the primary policy within the document)
is emphatic that significant weight should be given to the global climate and nature crises,
in order to ensure that they are recognised as a priority in all plans and decisions.

5.6 The intent behind Policy 1 is fo encourage, promote and facilitate development that
addresses the global climate emergency and nature crisis.

5.7 The NPF4 is linked directly to the legislation and policy set out within section 3 of this
Planning Statement, which provides further overarching and overwhelming support for
renewable energy generation in the need to reduce carbon emissions.

5.8 The fact that the Scottish Government and the Highland Council have both declared
climate emergencies again reinforces the need to act. The principle of development has
clear and unambiguous support from the Development Plan. It is therefore not in question
that Scotland needs wind farms. Matters around siting and acceptability of design and
impact are dealt with later in this document.

5.9 In ferms of wider legislation, material considerations all strongly point towards the need for
the proposed development. At a UK policy level there is a consistent thread that more
needs to be done. The CCC report fo UK Government in 2024 assessed that to be on track
for the UK Government’s interim 2030 target of 68% of 1990 levels, that only a third of the
emissions reductions required are currently covered by credible plans, all indicators for low
carbon technology rollout are off frack, with rates needing to significantly ramp up. This is
echoed in the Clear Power 2030 document also which sets out the need to generate
enough clean power to meet to UK's total annual electricity demand whilst increasing
energy security.

5.10  The Scottish Government are also clear that the aspirational additional capacity required
in Scotland is a minimum. The aforementioned targets in the 2022 OWPS of reaching 20GW
installed capacity in 2030 may not be met. In any event, the requirement for clean
electricity clearly does not stop at 2030.

The Acceptability of the Proposed Development

5.1 Having regard to the characteristics of the Proposed Development and the potential
environmental effects identified and assessed within the EIAR, it is appropriate o test the
policies of the Development Plan and demonstrate compliance using the evidence
gathered within the EIAR. Topics include:

= Landscape & Visual;

» Cultural Heritage;

» Geology, Hydrology & Hydrogeology;
= Ecology & Ornithology;

* Noise;

=  Transport;

» Socioeconomics and Tourism, and;

= Ofherlssues.
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5.12

5.13

5.14

5.15

5.16

5.17

5.18

These maftters are considered further under the relevant subheadings below.
Landscape and Visual

Landscape and visual impacts are often a primary focus of wind energy developments
and throughout the design evolution and assessment, potential impacts have been fully
considered. As part of the accompanying EIAR, a landscape and visual impact
assessment (LVIA) has been carried out and the findings are presented in full in EIAR
Volumel, Chapter 6.

The key planning policy relevant to onshore wind energy development and subsequently
landscape and visual matters is Policy 67 of the HWLDP. Policy 67 advises that THC will
support renewable energy proposals where it is satisfied that they are located, sited, and
designed in such a manner that they will not be detrimental overall, either on an individual
or cumulative basis.

NPF4 provides an updated perspective on landscape and visual matters, set out within
Policy 11(e)(ii) which states that significant landscape and visual impacts are to be
recognised and expected for some forms of renewable energy. It states that “where
impacts are localised and/ or appropriate design mitigation has been applied, they will
generally be considered to be acceptable.”

Siting and Design

As defined within the Spatial Framework for Onshore Wind Energy for the Inner Moray Firth
LDP Areq, the proposed development site sits partly within an area classed as Group 3:
Areas with potential for wind farm development. Given its potential for wind farm
development as designated within local policy, coupled with strong wind resources,
distance from settlements and residential properties as well as an established pattern of
onshore wind energy development within the area, the site was progressed.

The proposed development is located approximately 4km northwest of Kilmorack and
7.5km east of Beauly in the Highlands within an undesignated area of the Rugged Massif -
Inverness landscape character as defined by the NatureScot Landscape Character
Assessment (2019).

Wind farm development is now a landscape characteristic of many areas of Scotland,
including the Highlands and within NatureScots description of this LCT it is recognised that
wind farms and fransmission lines are key features of this landscape type. This is the case
for the proposed development with the undulating nature of the site and relatively simple
landform used to produce a cohesive design. In addition to the specific characteristics of
the Site informing the overall strategy, some general design principles were also applied.
This included:

» The avoidance of overlapping or ‘stacked’ turbines, where possible, through careful
placement in order to form a well-spaced group or array when viewed from the
receiving landscape including key design viewpoinfs.

» The avoidance of outlying turbines which appear separate or stand apart within the
landscape in order to reduce the lateral spread of the Proposed Development.
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5.20

5.21

5.22

5.23

5.24

» The selection of an appropriate turbine height which respect the scale of the
receiving landscape and achieves a balanced composition when viewed from the
surrounding landscape whilst recognising that current wind furbine tfechnology has
progressed with larger turbines required for greater energy efficiency.

» The development of a layout which relates well to other existing and proposed wind
farms within the local area, as well as being coherent in isolation.

Consultation has been undertaken with THC and NS who commented on aspects of
methodology, sources of information, viewpoint selection, scope of assessment and
cumulative development. Post-scoping consultation was also undertaken with THC and
NS fo further agree the LVIA viewpoints and several aspects of the assessment, which was
agreed through subsequent email correspondence and online meetings with planning
and landscape officers from THC.

As part of the design process, a pre-application consultation workshop was held with THC
on the 21st January 2025 to discuss the composition of the proposed development and its
relation to the surrounding landscape. The design review process is set out within Chapter
4 of the ElA report, as well as the Design and Access Statement provided with this planning
application.

Landscape Effects

The proposed development is not located within any designated landscapes or WLAs,
however, it is located 171m east of the Central Highlands WLA.

None of the landscape planning designafions including the SLQs of the Glen Strathfarrar
NSA, Strathconon, Monar and Mullardoch SLA and Ben Wyvis SLA would be significantly
affected by the proposed development. There would however be significant effects of
the proposed development on part of WLQI: An extensive and awe-inspiring range of
large scale, high and rugged mountains in the eastern flank of the Central Highlands WLA.
However, it is recognised that this part of the WLA has a weak or largely absent WLQ in the
east. The proposed development would not significantly affect the remaining three WLQs
of the Central Highlands WLA.

Significant effects resulting from large-scale wind farm development are unavoidable and
the proposed development would have a significant (and cumulative) effect on part of
the ‘host’ Rugged Massif - Inverness landscape (North Rugged Massif LCA), affecting a
local area up to approximately 0.5km north (the limits of this landscape in that direction)
and up to approximately 2-2.5km east, west and southeast and 3-4km south / southwest.
This level of effect, and geographical extent, is not unusual for wind farm development.
Significant effects would also affect a localised area (up to approximately 200 — 300m) of
the Farmed Strath —Inverness LCT (Strathglass LCA) as aresult of the proposed access track
and Site entrance during the construction phase only.

In relation to the surrounding LCTs, an area of the Rounded Rocky Hills — Ross & Cromarty
LCT: South of Strathconon LCA to the south and southeast of the LCA as the landform falls
towards the River Orrin and Orrin Reservoir would be significantly affected by the proposed
development up to 2.5-3km from the proposed turbines. A small area of the Rugged
Mountain Massif — Ross & Cromarty LCT: Orrin LCA on its eastern fringes would also be
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significantly affected. There would also be significant cumulative landscape effects on
both LCTs above and a further significant combined cumulative effect on the Forest Edge
Farming LCT: Auchmore LCA as a result of the existing Fairburn and Auchmore furbines
with the proposed development.

None of the other surrounding LCTs would be significantly affected in terms of their
landscape character, although there would be significant visual effects on the views from
some of these areas.

Significant landscape effects within this range would constitute localised effects within
NPF4, Policy 11(e)(ii) and would generally be expected and acceptable. Furthermore, the
design and embedded mitigation of the development would not impact on the qualities
of Wild Land. Therefore, landscape effects are consistent with the provisions of the most
up to date part of the Development Plan.

Visual Effects

The ZTV (calculated to blade tip) for the proposed development is limited, accounts for
24.15% of the total Study Areaq, reducing to 20.89% when considering hub height visibility.
The viewpoint analysis indicates that significant visual effects are likely to affect limited
locations within approximately 15km distance from the proposed development (subject
to a clear view of the proposed turbines, landform and vegetation screening), as
indicated by Viewpoints 1, 3,4, 5,8, 11,12, 13, 15and 17.

Significant visual effects would be limited to views from the southwest, southeast, east and
northeast of the proposed development. The greatest magnitude of change is visible at
Viewpoint 4 (High-Medium magnitude) (all other viewpoints are assessed as Medium
magnifude or less). There is no High magnitude of change assessed at any viewpoint which
is as a result of the surrounding low hills around the Site of the proposed development. The
effects on all ten viewpoints (and an additional viewpoint 10) would also be cumulative.
There would be no significant visual effects from the remaining 17 viewpoints as a result of
the proposed development.

There would be significant visual effects on two settlements within 15km including parts of
Kiltarlity and Conon Bridge. There would also be significant visual effects from the western
fringes of the dispersed communities between 2-4km to the southeast, mainly around
Breakachy and Farley. There would be no significant effects from any other defined
settlements within the Study Area.

Significant visual effects would also be limited upon transport routes and recreational
routes. Where significant effects are expected, these would be limited and intermittent,
only visible in open sections of the routes and as such, although significant from parts of
the routes and destinations, they would not be ‘overwhelming’ or otherwise significantly
detract from the visual appeal of this route or destination, and the user experience.

The night-time viewpoint assessment concludes that when allowing for the embedded
mitigation, none of the viewpoints would be significantly affected by the proposed
aviation warning lights operating at either of the two lighting intensities, this being 200cd
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and 2000cd. A total of 6 out of 20 turbines would be lit with the maximum brightness only
required for approximately 5% of the time when visibility is less than 5km.

It is the established view from both the Scottish Ministers and the Applicant that radar
detection systems which switch aviation lights on and off based on flight activity are
currently not mandated by aviation regulators and it may be some fime before these are
available. Appropriate conditions can be applied to any consent that would allow timely
review of this position.

Again, similarly fo landscape effects, significant visual effects are intrinsic to large scale
wind energy development. It is useful fo look atf representative significant visual effects and
assess the suitability and acceptability of them in planning terms.

Significant visual effects are unavoidable with onshore wind farms by the nature of their
scale and size, however the proposed development has been sited and designed to
provide a wind farm which despite its size and scale, has demonstrable localised
significant effects which are acceptable in terms of the Development Plan and NPF4.

NPF4 Policy 11(e)(ii) requires consideration of whether or not the significant effects are
localised. It is apparent from the ZTV, and the assessment of viewpoints as contained within
Technical Appendix 6.2 of the EIA Report, that significant effects start to dissipate at
around 15km.

As set out above, a notable decision by Scofttish Ministers in regard to what defines a
localised effect can be found in the decision for Bunloinn Wind Farm in the Highlands, and
was consented in March 2024 (ECU reference ECU00003304). In this case, the Ministers
found that development would have significant effects which “with the majority of
significant effects occurring within 12km of the proposed development and none at a
distance greater than 14.7.km" (Decision Notice, page 14).

Other decisions made by Scottish Government again demonstrate that impacts can be
considered acceptable at greater distances. In Airgih Wind Farm decision, the ministers
accepted the planning authorities position that visual effects up to 14km from the site. “this
is therefore fully acceptable in landscape terms particularly from the viewpoint at Gigha
north end which is approximately 14km away”. (Page 22

It would be therefore logical and follow Ministerial precedent that significant effects
related to the proposed development could also be deemed as localised when following
this precedent as the effects of this proposal would be in the region of this distance.
Therefore, the proposed development can draw clear support from NPF Policy 11(e){ii) as
well as other decisions made in light of the adoption of NPF4. As the most up fo date strand
of Development Plan policy concerning significant landscape and visual effects, this takes
precedence over the 2012 HWLDP and its provisions on visual effects.

Cultural Heritage
Chapter 7 of the EIAR provides an assessment on the potential effects of the proposed

development on cultural heritage, fulfiling Policy 7a) of NPF4 which states that
development proposals with a potentially significant impact on historic assets will be
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accompanied by an assessment based on an understanding of the cultural significance
of the historic asset. Whilst NPF4 Policy 7 provides an updated policy test, the relevant LDP
policy pertaining to cultural heritage includes Policy 57 which aims fo ensure the design,
layout, and massing of the development in relation to designated heritage assets to avoid
adverse effects upon the integrity of special qualities of international or nationally
designated assets.

NPF4 Policy 7 continues by stating that the assessment should identify the likely visual or
physical impact of any proposals for change, including cumulative effects and provide a
sound basis for managing the impacts of change. The inclusion of an assessment on setting
of identified cultural heritage assets within an extended 10km Study Area is set out in a
series of photomontages and wirelines provided from cultural heritage receptors and
located in EIAR Volume 2. In agreement with HES, some assets outwith the 10km study area
have also been assessed as part of the assessment.

Accordingly, NPF4 Policy 7(h) sets out that development proposals affecting scheduled
monuments will only be supported where:

i. directimpacts on the scheduled monument are avoided;

i. significant adverse impacts on the integrity of the setting of a scheduled monument
are avoided; or

iii. exceptional circumstances have been demonstrated to justify the impact on a
scheduled monument and its setfing and impacts on the monument or its sefting
have been minimised.

Whilst the full assessment is available within Chapter 7 of the EIAR, it is considered important
to discuss the assessment of heritage assets closest to the proposed development due to
the nature of the proposed development and to demonstrate its compliance with policy.

Detailed assessments were undertaken for the remaining eight heritage assets where there
was a medium to high potfential for significant effects. These were determined following
an initial assessment, or as a recommendation from HES. The detailed assessments are
provided within Appendix 7.2: Cultural Heritage Assessment

A key cultural heritage asset is Urchany, barrow 595, SW - Scheduled Monument (ref:
SM13523, A38), This is a scheduled monument located 150m southeast of the development
boundary and is described as a prominent, circular, grass-covered mound, built mainly of
earth but with some stone visible in ifs sides.

The monument is of national importance due to its potential to make a significant addition
to our understanding of the design and construction of burial monuments, the nature of
burial practices, and their significance in Bronze Age and later society.

When assessing the impact of the proposed development from this viewpoint, the ZTV
indicates that 11 to 15 turbines would, theoretfically, have partial visibility from the
monument. The nearest turbine would be partly screened by the rise in topography
between the monument and the turbine. Views towards the monument from the south
would include the proposed development in the background (rather than any foreground
obstruction or alteration). The extensive views from the monument looking southwest,
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southeast and northeast, would therefore, not be obstructed by the proposed
development.

5.47  As a heritage asset of High cultural significance, the resulting significance of effect would
be Slight Adverse (nof significant). The significance of effect has been determined as not
significant as the proposed development would not impact on how the barrow is
understood, experienced and appreciated, with the proposed development only visible
in the periphery when looking towards the barrow from the south, and in the background
when looking at views from nearby stones featuring Neolithic rock art.

5.48 The other Scheduled Monuments, and Garden Designated Landscapes and Listed
Buildings within the Study Area which were assessed are detailed in Technical Appendix
7.2

5.49  Of the 59 designated heritage assetfs located within the study area and beyond. No
significance of effect above Slight Adverse (Not significant) was reported for any
designated heritage assets. As a resulf, no mitigation measures have been proposed
against the sefting effects. Residual effects have been assessed as being the same as
those identified within the main assessment, with no residual effect above Slight Adverse
(Noft significant) reported.

5.50  Whilst the proposed development has theoretical visibility to and from these Scheduled
Monuments and would infroduce new, visible, and clearly modern components to views,
it is concluded that the effects on setting and integrity would result in no significant effects
upon any of the specified receptors. As such, the proposed development accords with
key elements Policy 7 of NPF4 as well as sub-policy NPF4 7(h)(ij due to careful
consideration put info the design of the proposed development. There is also no conflict
between the provisions of the Development Plan and the findings of the EIAR.

Ecology and Ornithology

5.51 Chapters 8 and 9 of the EIAR provide an assessment of the potential effects of the
proposed development on ecological and ornithological interests, respectively. From
review of the NPF4, Policy 3: Biodiversity and Policy 4: Natural Places of the NPF4 comprise
up to date and relevant Development Plan policies whilst HWLDP, policies 58, 59 and 60
are all relevant. The general policy requirements are to conserve, protect and where
possible enhance biodiversity and designated sites.

5.52  The site has been designed to limit impacts upon watercourses and fish within them, by
adhering to 50m buffers from any watercourse, and by managing runoff via a Construction
and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). Individual Species Protection Plans will be
prepared as required, along with monitoring by a qualifying Environmental/Ecological
Clerk of Works.

5.53  Collision risk for all bird species resulted in no significant effects identified. There were also
no identified significant effects upon bat species across the Site.

5.54  An Outline Habitat Management Plan (OHMP (Technical Appendix 8.4)) is provided within
Volume 4 of the EIA Report, and details measures for the protection and enhancement of
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various sensitive receptors as well as an Outline Deer Management Plan. The OHMP also
includes provision for the restoration of peat, alongside the Outline Peat Management
Plan (EIA Report Volume 4 Technical Appendix 10.4)

Following the implementation of good practice, embedded design mitigation, and
detailed additional mitigation as set out within the OHMP, no significant effects are
predicted upon ecological or ornithological receptors. Enhancements are made fo
peatland habitat through the OHMP. As such a total of 522 hectares of peatland will be
restored. Further measures set out include additional woodland planting fo the south or
the site and riparian planting to the north of the site.

When considering the quantity of peatland restoration and the calculation of biodiversity
net gain (Technical Appendix 8.5) across the site, it is evident that there is no conflict with
the policies of the Development Plan in this regard. Addifionally, the confribution of
peatland restoration within the Outline HMP provides a key requirement of NPF4 Policy 3
which states that national development proposals will be supported where it can be
demonstrated that the proposal will conserve, restore, and enhance biodiversity, so they
are in a demonstrably better state than without intervention and Policy 4 in contributing to
enhancement of biodiversity, restoring degraded peat habits, and noting the need for
restoration.

Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology

The key policies relating to geology, hydrology and hydrogeology include NPF4 Policy 5:
Soils and Policies 55, 62, 63, 64, and 66 of the Development Plan as discussed previously
within this Planning Statement.

Policy 5 (c)ii stipulates that Development proposals on peafland, carbon rich soils and
priority peatland habitat will only be supported for the generation of energy from
renewable sources that optimises the confribution of the area to greenhouse gas emissions
reductions targets whilst Policy 5(d) outlines that development on peatland, carbon-rich
soils or priority peatland, a site-specific assessment will be required to identify:

i. the baseline depth, habitat condition, quality, and stability of carbon rich soils;
i. the likely effects of the development on peatland, including on soil disturbance; and
ii. the likely net effects of the development on climate emissions and loss of carbon

Potential impacts upon peat, set out in full in Chapter 10 of the EIAR, have been assessed
via extensive baseline date collection through Phase 1 and Phase 2 surveys (undertaken
from June 2024 to April 2025) along with supplementary ecological information to classify
areas of potential groundwater dependence and the quality of peat within the site.

The EIAR concludes that no significant potential effects on hydrological, geological and
peat receptors have been predicted when taking account of mitigation by design and
embedded mifigation such as the application of a Construction and Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP) and floated roads over areas of deeper peat. Additionally,
design mitigation of the proposed development has minimised potential for adverse
effects upon watercourses via implementing a 50m design buffer and reducing
watercourse crossings as far as possible, with a total of two proposed across the Site.
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5.61 In total 2,746 peat probes were advanced across the development site during Phase 1, 2
and 2b. Contouring of the peat probe results from all stages of the work was subsequently
undertaken to establish an estimation of the peat depths across the assessment site.

5.62  The peat probing undertaken has generally confiirmed that the majority of infrastructure
has avoided deep peat with the exception of T18 (which is very localised) and some
sections of track which are proposed to be floated. The average depth of peat across the
site is 0.80m.

5.63  Detailed peat surveys identified variable thicknesses of peat across the site, with a
maximum recorded peat depth of 4.07m recorded in the north-eastern part of the site.
On the basis of the Phase 2 peat probing data, approximately 74% of the probe locations
were found to comprise peaty or organo-mineral soil (i.e. <0.5m thick), while peat
conditions (>0.5 - <1.0m) were recorded at around 14% of the probe locations, with the
remaining 12% of probes encountering deep peat (>1.0m).

5.64  Extensive design iteration works were undertaken to avoid siting turbines or other
infrastructure on deep peat. This has resulted in areas of deep peat being avoided in the
siting of all turbine / hardstanding areas with the exception of T18 (which is considered to
be very localised and other constraints). Proposed new track sections are generally sited
on areas where peat depth is less than 1.0 m. Thicker peat deposits have been identified
on the proposed route of the access frack leading to T5, although care has been taken
tfo avoid the deepest areas of peat on-site. The requirement for peat excavation at these
locations will be minimised, via the construction of floating road, where required.

5.65  From a review of SNH’s Carbon Rich Soils and Peatland map, the majority of site is
designated and consequently the foofprint of development has been categorised as
Class 1 and 2 peat. However, the Carbon Rich soils, and peafland mapping exercise
contain an allowance for these classifications to change should detailed and site-specific
survey determine that conditions are different.

5.66  Assuch, Technical Appendix 8.1 contains an assessment of peatland condition within the
Site boundary. Of the 254 polygons, 60 are classified as near natural, 93 are classified as
modified, 45 are classed as drained and 56 are categorised as actively eroding. In
addition, all blanket bog (or mosaics containing blanket bog) polygons within a 250m
radius of proposed infrastructure were also assessed in line with current NatureScot
Guidance (2025). A total of 152 polygons were selected for this assessment, of this total
141 were classified as having possible national interest, 11 were nof.

5.67  Thisis explored more thoroughly within the EIA and its associated appendices, specifically
Chapter 10 of the EIAR and Technical Appendix 10.4: Outline Peat Management Plan.

5.68 Based on an extensive peat survey programme, the proposed development layout,
including turbines and associated infrastructure, has been designed to avoid the areas of
deep peat identified, wherever possible, and areas where peat landslide may occur. The
Peat Slide Risk Assessment states that hazard from peat slide on the site is also considered
fo be low. As such, compliance with NPF4 is apparent through the design principles
applied throughout the evolution of the proposed by firstly avoiding and then minimising
disturbance to soils as well as protecting soils from damage.
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The draft Peat Management Plan also demonstrates that peat can be retained onsite,
and no peat will be removed from the site whilst Outline Habitat Management identifies
areas of peatland outside of the main turbine area which would be subject to
enhancement and restoration, offering carbon and habitat benefits.

Accordingly, with appropriate and standard construction controls there are not
anficipated to be significant effects upon hydrology, geology, or peat, and therefore the
proposed development accords with the Development Plan and the relevant policies of
NPF4.

Noise

An assessment was undertaken to consider potential noise effects associated with the
proposed development, the findings of which are presented in Chapter 11 of the EIAR.

Operational noise effects have been assessed using the methodology described in ETSU-
R-97 (ETSU) and the proposed Development in isolation would comply with the simplified
criterion of 35 dB, LA90,10min described in ETSU-R-97.

The operational noise assessment was carried out to assess potential impacts that may
arise from the Proposed Development in isolation. Predicted immission from the proposed
turbines were found to be below 31.1dB(A) at all assessment locations. This suggests that
noise impacts would be negligible and not significant.

A cumulative assessment that considered predictions plus a margin of headroom was
conducted which demonstrated that all locations would comply with the simplified ETSU-
R-97 35dB(A) limit.

Best practice measures will be employed fo manage noise during the construction and
decommissioning stages of the proposed development, and no effects associated with
these stages are considered to constitute significant effects. Construction noise will be
limited in duration and confined to working hours as specified by THC and can therefore
be adequately confrolled through the application of good practice measures and
secured by an appropriately worded planning condition. Noise during decommissioning
will be of a similar nature to that during the construction phase and will be managed
accordingly.

The proposed development is therefore not considered to represent any significantimpact
to nearby noise receptors, either in isolation or cumulatively.

When referring to relevant policy, NPF4 Policy 11(e) states:

‘....project design and mitigation will demonstrate how the following impacts
are addressed:

i. impacts on communities and individual dwellings, including, residential
amenity, visual impact, noise, and shadow flicker;’
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5.78  Accordingly, the proposed development complies with the policies outlined in NPF4,
HwLDP policies 67 and 72 as well as the provisions of THC's Onshore Wind Energy
Supplementary Guidance.

Traffic and Transport

5.79  The relevant policies within the Development Plan are Policies 56, 77 and 78 which aim to
maintain and improve connectivity, public fransport, and ensure Traffic Impact
Assessments are undertaken where required in order to preserve the performance and
safety of the road network. This is in addition to Policy 67 which also considers fraffic and
fransport related access as well as public access.

580  Chapter 12 of the EIAR addresses the proposed developments effects on Traffic and
Transport. It concludes that the construction programme associated with the proposed
development is anticipated to cover an 18-month period, during which there would be
228 daily total HGV ftrips during the busiest construction month (Month 7) whilst the
movement of abnormal loads is not anticipated to exceed six frips per week over the
course of four months.

5.81 The movement of abnormal loads traffic would also require small scale and temporary
remedial works at a number of locations along identified delivery route.

5.82  Following an assessment of the road network, significant issues prior to mitigation have
been noted particularly for users of the A831 and A862 which would result in delays to road
vehicle users, pedestrians, and severance of communities Through the use of traffic
management measures and the successful implementation of these measures, the effects
can be considered as non-significant.

583 It should be noted that the increased ftraffic is temporary in nature and can be
accommodated by the existing road network. Effective management through the
implementation of a Construction Traffic Management Plan can also be achieved. The
CTMP will ensure that the volume of HGV ftrips is minimised as much as possible restricting
fravel during peak periods or at the start/end of the school day and that they adhere to
a lowered speed limit. Additionally, the CTMP will ensure that there is signage along the
construction routes to make residents aware of the additional HGV fraffic and fo provide
the opportunity to plan accordingly.

5.84  As such, it is considered that the relevant policies are adhered to with the assessment
demonstrating that there is capacity on the road and there would be no significant
effects. Accordingly, the proposed development does not conflict with the Development
Plan in this regard.

Socio-economics

585 An assessment of the proposed development towards socioeconomic and tourism
receptors has been undertaken and the findings of this are presented as Chapter 13 of
the EIAR with Policy 67 being the most relevant policy from the Development Plan.
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5.86

5.87

5.88

5.89

5.90

5.91

5.92

5.93

In addition to Policy 67, under Policy 11(e)(iii), NPF4 addresses that renewable energy
developments will only be supported by the Scoftish Government when the project’s
design and mitigation strategy show consideration of any impacts to public access. Policy
11(c) also addresses that renewable energy developments will only be supported where
they:

“"maximise net economic impact, including local and community socio-
economic benefits such as employment, associated business, and supply chain
opportunities.’’

Following the assessment, it is concluded that up to £16.8 million will be spent within the
area with up to 122 jobs created across the Highlands.

On the basis of 20 turbines with a power output of 134MW, the annual operating cost for
the proposed development would be around £13m, and a lifetime operating cost of
around £455m. The BEIS report, Electricity Generation Costs 2020 estimates that by 2025,
operating costs for onshore wind will be around £23,500 per year, per MW installed. As a
result, for the proposed development, this would equal around £3.15m per year, or
£110.2m over the lifetime of the development.

As part of the proposed development, a community benefit package in line with
prevailing Scottish Government guidance would be delivered during the operational
phase of the proposed development. The Applicant is supportive of all potential uses of
the community benefit package but recognises that it will be for local communities to
decide on how to achieve the greatest benefits. The commitment to maximising net
economic gain for the Highlands reinforces that the proposed development accords with
policies sef out in both NPF4 and the Development Plan.

Other Issues

Chapter 14 of the EIAR outlines the assessment of the proposed development against a
variety of ‘other issues’, including infrastructure, aviation and radar, health and safety,
telecommunications and television, and shadow flicker. An assessment on the proposed
developments impact on the native woodland plantation is also included in this chapter.

An aviation lighting scheme has been agreed with the CAA due to the height of the
proposed furbines. Further dialogue was held with the MoD regarding potential impacts
upon safeguarding. A conclusion that the proposed development will have no
operational impact was reached and agreed.

As set out within, The Highland Council Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance
(November 2016) onshore wind energy schemes should be designed fo avoid causing
shadow flicker at regularly occupied buildings not associated with the development.

Whilst there is no standard guidance for assessing shadow flicker in Scotland, as per THC
guidance, a shadow flicker assessment is required if any regularly occupied properties not
associated with the development lie within 11x rotor diameter of the wind farm which
would give an allowance of 1793m where effects may occur. Given the separation
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distances between occupied properties and the proposed development (exceeding
2km), it is unlikely that significant effects relating to shadow flicker would occur.

5.94  Interms of ice throw, modern wind turbines are designed and manufactured to withstand
the most extreme weather conditions which arise in the UK in terms of wind speeds,
turbulence, and temperature. Properly designed and maintained wind furbines are a safe
tfechnology and the likelihood of the occurrence of ice throw, given the history of the
industry, is very low.

5.95 The results of the Carbon Calculator for the proposed development show that it is
estimated to produce annual carbon savings in the region of 99,845 tonnes of CO2e per
year, and lifetime savings of 3,494575 t of CO2e. These savings come about through the
displacement of grid electricity, based on the current average grid mix.

5.96  The assessment of the carbon losses and gains has estimated an overall loss of 1,546,340
tonnes of CO2e, mainly due to embodied losses from the manufacture of the turbines and
provision of backup power to the grid, which should be reduced through the provision of
on-site energy storage. As such, the estimated payback time (against grid mix) of the
proposed development, using the Scottish Government’s Carbon Calculator, is estimated
at 2.6 years, with a minimum/maximum range of 1.1 to 2.7 years.

5.97  This line of assessment links to NPF4 Policy 5 which states that the likely net effects of the
development on climate emissions and loss of carbon should be included as part of a site-
specific assessment.

THC Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance

5.98  Although it is not part of the Development Plan, assessment against the principles
contained within the Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance (OWESG) is
important to determine the balance that should be afforded to the OWESG and to what
extent the proposed development accords with its provisions.

Table 5.1: THC OWESG Landscape and Visual Criteria

Criteria Measure Comments / Outcome

(Text in italics is quoted from THC's Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance, pages
18-20)

Criterion 1: Relationship between Settlements / Key locations and wider landscape
respected.

Relationship The extent to which v’ | Achieved:

between the p_roposal The LVIA confirms significant effects on

Seh‘le.mem‘s / Key com‘nbufes fo parts of two settlements — Kiltarlity and

locations and perception of Conon Bridge, located beyond ~8km and

wider landscape | sefflements or key 13km distance. Although significant, the

respected. locations being core parts of the settlement would not be
encircled by wind significantly affected by the proposed
energy development. development. None of the other
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Criteria

Development
should seek to
achieve a
threshold where:

‘ Measure

Turbines are not
visually prominent in
the majority of views
within or from
settlements/Key
Locations or from the
majority of its access
routes.

Er€rgicKontos

Comments / Outcome

settlements would be significantly
affected.

The proposed development would not
contribute to encirclement by wind energy
development.

None of the Key Views listed in THC's
OWESG - Loch Ness Landscape Sensitivity
would be significantly affected by the
proposed development — most of them
are outwith the ZTV.

Criterion 2: Key Gateway locations and routes are respected

should seek to
achieve a
threshold where:

infrastructure do not
overwhelm or
otherwise detract
from landscape
characteristics which
contribute the
distinctive transitional
experience found at
key gateway
locations and routes.

Key Gateway The extent to which v
locations and the proposal reduces
routes are or defracts from the
respected. fransitional
experience of key
Gateway Locations
and routes.
Development Wind Turbines or other | v/

Achieved:

None of the Key Gateway Locations listed
in THC's OWESG - Loch Ness Landscape
Sensitivity would be significantly affected
by the proposed development — the
majority of them outwith the ZTV.

Short sections of three Key Routes noted in
the Loch Ness Landscape Sensitivity are
significantly affected by the proposed
development:

A833 - up to approximately 1.6km of the
15km  route  (northbound  views)
between Culmill and the Balgate
junction to Kiltarlity. This section of the
route is not within Glen Convinth,
therefore the overall route is respected.

A831 - up to approximately 3.8km of the
45km route between Crelevan and
Struy Bridge for northbound users. This
section of the route is not within Glen
Urquhart, therefore the overall route is
respected.

Great Glen Way - Tkm around Ladycairn.
Whilst a short section of this route would
experience significant visual effects,
the proposed development would not
detract from any distinctive ‘gateway’
or transitional experiences. The
Landscape Character Type at this
location would not be significantly
affected by the proposed
development.

None of the above views would be so
significant to ‘overwhelm or otherwise
significantly defract from landscape
characteristics which contribute the
distinctive transitional experience’
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Measure

Er€rgicKontos

Comments / Outcome

The proposed development would not
significantly affect any National Scenic
Areas (NSA), Special Landscape Areas
(SLA) including the Glen Strathfarrar NSA
and the Strathconon, Monar and
Mullardoch SLA. There would however be
significant effects of the proposed
development on part of WLQ1: An
extensive and awe-inspiring range of large
scale, high and rugged mountains in the
eastern flank of the Central Highlands
WLA. However, it is recognised that this
part of the WLA has a weak or largely
absent WLQ in the east. The proposed
development would not significantly affect
the remaining three WLQs of the Central
Highlands WLA.

Criterion 3: Valued natural and cultural landmarks are respected

Valued natural The extent to which v
and cultural the proposal affects
landmarks are the fabric and setting
respected. of valued natural and
cultural landmarks.
Development The development v

should seek to
achieve a
threshold where:

does nof, by its
presence, diminish the
prominence of the
landmark or disrupt its
relationship to its
setting.

Achieved:

The Site is not included in the areas
examined by the OWESG Landscape
Sensitivity Appraisal and no natural /
cultural landmarks have been identified
during consultation or assessment.

The proposed development would also not
significantly affect any National Scenic
Areas (NSA), Special Landscape Areas
(SLA) including the Glen Strathfarrar NSA
and the Strathconon, Monar and
Mullardoch SLA. There would however be
significant effects of the proposed
development on part of WLQ1: An
extensive and awe-inspiring range of large
scale, high and rugged mountains in the
eastern flank of the Cenftral Highlands
WLA. However, it is recognised that this
part of the WLA has a weak or largely
absent WLQ in the east. The proposed
development would not significantly affect
the remaining three WLQs of the Central
Highlands WLA.

In landscape terms the proposed
development would not significantly affect
the fabric and setting of valued natural /
cultural landmarks or diminish the
prominence of the landmark.

Criterion 4: The amenity of key recreational routes and ways is respected

The amenity of
key recreational

The extent to which
the proposal affects

v

Largely Achieved:
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Criteria

respected.

routes and ways is

‘ Measure

the amenity of key
recreational routes
and ways (e.g. Core
Paths, Munros and
Corbetts, Long
Distance Routes etc).

Development
should seek to
achieve a
threshold where:

Wind Turbines or other
infrastructure do not
overwhelm or
otherwise significantly
detract from the visual
appeal of key routes
and ways.

Er€rgicKontos

Comments / Outcome

The LVIA has identified significant visual
effects on views from the following
recreational routes, and recreational
destinations including hill summits, as
follows:

Core Path RC30.01 Orrin Dam frack
(overlapped with Scoftish Hill Track 283)
- intermittently for 4.7km (Core Path
RC30.01), and for an additional 5.5km
above Loch Orrin (Scoftish Hill Track
283);

Core Paths south of Balblair — 0.5km on
INO3.04: Lovat Bridge to Black Bridge
and 0.5km on IN20.05 - East Lodge to
West Lodge, Beaufort Castle;

Core Paths around Kiltarlity — 1.1km on
IN20.02: Belladrum Kennels fo
Belladrum Farm and 0.4km on IN20.09:
Farm Walk to School;

Core Paths around Conon Bridge and
Maryburgh - the majority of RC09.02:
Burnside Lane to Stafion Road and
0.3km on RC31.04 - Brahan North
Lodge to Balnain;

Core Paths around Contin - part of
RC10.01: View Rock through open
scrub and young forestry between Cul
Mor and Tor Atchitty, reducing to non-
significant levels as forestry matures
over time. There would be no significant
effects from the promoted viewpoint of
View Rock;

Core Paths around Strathpeffer — gaps in
vegetation and Knock Ardaging from
RC45.01: Loch Kinellan circuit, and
eastern end of route from RC45.02:
Knockfarrel;

Scottish Hill Track 279: Muir of Ord to Struy
(Strathglass);

Heritage Path A: Old Road to Milton of
Redcastle 1.7km from Balvaird
towards Spittal Woods;

Moray Firth Tourist Route / NC 500 Tourist
Route (also A862 / A832) — 0.6km along
the A862 section between Achnagairn
Bridge and West Croft and between
north of Muir of Ord and approach fo
Marybank along the A832 section for
1.5km (eastbound views), and 0.5km
(westbound views)) in intermittent
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Criteria

Measure

E€rgicKontow

Comments / Outcome

open sections of the route between
Clash Wood and Arcanside;

Sustrans Cycle Route 1 (also A835) — 3.3km
between west of Tore and approach to
Conon Bridge;

Great Glen Way / Loch Ness 360 — 1km
around Ladycairn.

The summit of Ord Hill (Cnoc Croit na
Maoile);

Heights of Brae Monument;

Parts of three GDLs - Beaufort Castle,
Belladrum Estate and Brahan; and

Corbett summit of Beinn a’'Bhathaich Ard.

Although significant from parts of the
routes and destinations, they would not be
‘overwhelming’ or otherwise significantly
deftract from the visual appeal of this route
or destination, and the visitor / walker
experience.

Criterion 5: The amenity of transport routes is

respected

The amenity of
transport routes is
respected.

The extent to which
the proposal affects
the amenity of
fransport routes
(tourist routes as well
as rail, ferry routes and
local road access).

v

Development
should seek to
achieve a
threshold where:

Wind Turbines or other
infrastructure do not
overwhelm or
otherwise significantly
detract from the visual
appeal of transport
routes.

Largely Achieved:

The LVIA has identified significant visual
effects on the views from the following
fransport routes.

Up to approximately 3.8km of the 45km
route of the A831 between Crelevan
and Struy Bridge for northbound users;

Up to approximately 1.5km of the 203km
route of the A832 (eastbound users)
and 0.5km (westbound users)) in
intermittent open sections between
Clash Wood and Arcanside — this
section of the route is overlapped by
the NC500 Tourist Route;

Up to approximately 1.6km of the 15km
route of the A833 (northbound views)
between Culmill and the Balgate
junction to Kiltarlity;

Up to approximately 3.3km of the 107km
route of the A835 (westbound users)
intermittently between Brahan and
Wester Moy;

Up to approximately 2km of the 16.7km
route of the B9169 (westbound users)
between Knocknafanaig and Highfield
Park;

Up to approximately Tkm of the Far North
(Inverness to Wick) Railway Line /
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Criteria ‘ Measure

Er€rgicKontos

Comments / Outcome

Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh Railway
Line in glimpsed views and open views
north of Riverford; and

The A862 would also be significantly
affected for approximately 0.6km of
the route, however, this route overlaps
with the NC500 Tourist Route.

None of these views from these routes
would be so significant to ‘overwhelm or
otherwise significantly detract from the
visual appeal of transport routes’.

The site of the proposed development is
located within undesignated Rugged
Massif - Inverness landscape typology and
includes the characteristics of large-scale,
simple, landform and moorland (and
some forestry) cover with perceptions of
openness and exposure, that reduce its
susceptibility to wind farm development.
The quality of the wind farm design also
limits the potential for adverse effects on
the amenity and visual appeal of these
routes.

Criterion é: The existing pattern of Wind Energy Development is respected

The existing
pattern of Wind
Energy
Development is
respected.

The degree to which
the proposal fits with
the existing pattern of
nearby wind energy
development,
considerations
include:

Turbine height and
proportions,

density and spacing
of turbines within
developments,

density and spacing
of developments,

typical relationship of
development to the
landscape.

previously instituted
mitigation measures
Planning Authority
stated aims for
development of areaq.

v

Development
should seek to

The proposal
contributes positively

Achieved:

The layout of the proposed development
which relates well to other existing and
proposed wind farms within the local areq,
as well as being coherent in isolation. The
selection of an appropriate turbine height
which respect the scale of the receiving
landscape and achieves a balanced
composifion when viewed from the
surrounding landscape whilst recognising
that current wind turbine technology has
progressed with larger furbines required for
greater energy efficiency. The design
evolution process removed / relocated
dominant turbines and re-considered the
turbine height between 200m and 230m to
blade tip.

It is also to be noted that the nearby
existing Fairburn and Auchmore wind farms
would be decommissioned approximately
30-32 years prior to the end of the
operational period of the proposed
development resulting in the proposed
development appearing coherent in
isolafion.
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Criteria Measure

achieve a
threshold where:

fo existing pattern or
objectives for
development in the
area.

Er€rgicKontos

Comments / Outcome

Criterion 7: The need for separation between developments and / or clusters is respected

should seek to
achieve a
threshold where:

maintains appropriate
and effective
separation between
developments and /
or clusters.

The need for The extent to which v
separation the proposal

between maintains or affects
developments the spaces between

and / or clusters is | existing developments
respected. and / or clusters.
Development The proposal v

Achieved:

Overall, the proposed development would
integrate positively with the existing and
consented baseline pattern of wind farm
development and would maintain
appropriate and effective separation
between developments — similar to the
existing separation between other wind
farms.

Appropriate separation between the
proposed development and other existing
wind farms is also illustrated in the
viewpoints.

The settlement assessment also did not
identify settflement encirclement.

Criterion 8: The perception of landscape sca

le and distance is respected

The extent to which
the proposal
maintains or affects

The perception of
landscape scale
and distance is

v

respected. receptors’ existing
perception of
landscape scale and
distance.

Appearance The proposal

maintains the
apparent landscape
scale and / or
distance in the
receptors’ perception.

Development
should seek to
achieve a
threshold where:

Largely Achieved:

There would be more limited visibility of the
proposed development from closer range
viewpoints due fo the surrounding
intervening landform where perceptions of
scale and distance would be retained.
However, some of the close-range
viewpoints including some mid-range
viewpoints are unavoidably significant and
perceptions of scale would be
challenged.

Criterion 9: Landscape setting of nearby wind energy developments is respected

should seek to
achieve a
threshold where:

fo the existing
landscape setting and
does not increase the

Landscape The extent to which v

setting of nearby | the landscape setting

wind energy of nearby wind

developments is energy developments

respected. is affected by the
proposal.

Development Proposal relates well v

Achieved:
Please refer to answers for criteria 6 and 7.
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Criteria Measure Comments / Outcome

perceived visual
prominence of
surrounding wind
furbines.

Criterion 10: Distinctiveness of Landscape character is respected

Distinctiveness of | The extent to which a | v/ | Largely Achieved:

Landscape proposal affects the The proposed development is well
character is distinction between contained within the host Rugged Massif —
respected. neighbouring Inverness LCT and does not otherwise

landscape character
types, in areas where
the variety of
character is important
fo the appreciation of
the landscape.

weaken the distinctiveness and variety of
different landscape character types within
the study area which would broadly
remain instantly recognisable.

Development Integrity and variety of | v/
should seek fo Landscape Character
achieve a Areas are maintained.

threshold where:
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6 CONCLUSION

6.1 This document provides a clear policy and legislative support for renewables and
specifically onshore wind energy as a principle, in order to reach our Net Zero obligations
by 2045 as set outin law.

6.2 The Scottish Government and The Highland Council are both supportive of the principle of
onshore wind and have both declared their respective climate emergencies. The principle
is not in doubt and the pace of change and deployment needs to be urgent fo meet the
challenging 2030 interim targets.

6.3 The Planning Statement assesses the relative merits of the proposed development in
relation to the policies of the NPF4 and HwLDP as organised by the evidence and
assessment collected within the EIA Report.

6.4 The proposed development draws immediate support from its status as a national
development. This means that the principle and concept of renewable energy should not
be in question by decision makers. It is therefore a question of siting and design, and
associated subject-specific policy, upon which the acceptability of this proposed
development must be based.

6.5 Given the nature of the proposed development drawing immediate support from its
designation as a national development, coupled with the significant increase of proposed
onshore wind, national policy provides an overwhelmingly supportive background to
decision making.

6.6 However, it is recognised that development cannot come at any cost and careful
consideration has been given to all the topics set out within the EIAR. The merits of the
proposed development have been assessed within this document and an analysis against
the policies set out within the HWLDP, OWESG and NPF4 as organised by the conclusions
drawn within the EIAR has been carried out. It is important to note the NPF4 forms the
newest part of the Development Plan and therefore is to be given primacy where any
parts of the development plan are not in tandem.

6.7 It is therefore a question of siting and design, and associated policy, upon which the
acceptability of this proposed development must be based.

6.8 Significant visual effects are likely to affect limited locations within approximately 15km
distance from the proposed development (subject to a clear view of the proposed
turbines, landform, and vegetation screening). This is in keeping with localised effects
which are constrained to approximately 10-15km aligning with the conclusions of recent
S36 Public Local Enqguiries in which Reporters have deemed impacts within this distance to
be ‘localised’, and generally acceptable in accordance with NPF4.,

6.9 Whilst there are Scheduled Monuments in the vicinity of the proposed development, it is
judged that their setting and appreciation would not be adversely affected due to the
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6.10

6.12

6.13

6.14

6.15

6.16

6.17

orientation of views and how they contribute to that setting. There are found to be no
departures from Development Plan policy in this regard.

In respect of NPF4, recent decisions in 2023 since its adoption clearly and unequivocally
change the goalposts for the consenting of wind farms, with an overwhelming policy
position in favour of onshore wind. At the time of writing, 28 of 35 Section 36 wind farms
have been approved since NPF4, with Reporters noting that matters have shifted
considerably in policy terms.

There are no other significant adverse effects found within the EIA Report subject to
appropriate mitigation, nor are there any other material considerations which would
outweigh the considerable benefits of the proposed development.

The proposed development also brings significant restoration of a large, degraded area
of peatland, which will provide benefits to habitats and ornithological species.

In light of other material considerations including the need for Net Zero in law, it is the view
of the Applicant that the case for the proposed development is therefore very sfrong.

The Applicant is committed to providing community benefit in line with the prevailing
Scottish Government. Although this is not a material planning consideration per se, the
resultant potential socio-economic benefit is a material consideration in ifself.

Fundamentally, the proposed development can draw support from NPF4, LDP and OWESG
in terms of the siting and design of the wind farm. With the use of the mitigation measures
which have been carefully inbuilt to the development and the additional mitigatfion
measures that have been supplied within Chapter 15 of the EIA Report (and would be
subject to planning condition).

It is concluded that the proposed development when considered within a planning
balance is in accordance with the Development Plan, is in accordance with national
policy and is in sfrong accordance with other relevant material considerations as set out
within this statement.

It is respectfully requested that the Scottish Ministers, The Highland Council and other
relevant consultees, stakeholders, and members of the public support this application for
the reasons stated within this document and based on the evidence collected within the
EIA Report.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Context

This Design and Access Statement has been prepared by
Energiekontor UK Ltd (“the Applicant”) to accompany an
application under Section 36 of The Electricity Act 1989
(Section 36 Application) to Scottish Ministers for a wind farm
consisting of up to 20 wind furbines and associated
infrastructure  (“the Proposed Development”) located
approximately 4km northwest of Kiimorack.

This Design and Access Statement explains the design
rafionale behind the layout, providing an explanation of the
design principles and concepts that have informed the
Proposed Development (as described in Chapter 3 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR)) and how
fransport and access issues have been taken into
consideration.

The Applicant

Energiekontor UK Ltd (EK) is a renewable energy
development company with offices in Glasgow, Edinburgh
and Leeds. The company was formed in 1999 and develops
small to medium-sized onshore wind farm and solar farms
throughout the United Kingdom. The company operates
seven existing wind farms in the UK and also has a number of
other wind and solar projects at various stages of the
development process throughout the UK.

EK is part of the Energiekontor Group. The parent company,
Energiekontor AG, was established in 1990 in Bremerhaven in
Northern Germany. It has since grown to become one of the
leading wind energy companies in Europe, having built more
than 118 wind farms in Europe.

Methodology

Desigh and Access Statements are not a statutory
requirement for Section 36 applications, however, are seen
as positive tools to assist understanding of the Design
Evolution.

The process involved in formulafing the design of the
Proposed Development has been led by a combination of
environmental design and engineering requirements. The
aim has been to arrive at an appropriate layout in terms of
energy yield whilst seeking to avoid or reduce environmental
effects.

The EIA process also provides opportunities for positive
design, rather than merely seeking to avoid adverse
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environmental effects. The Design and Access Statement is
seen as having an important role in contributing to the
design process through the clear documentation of design
evolution. Wind farms are a sustainable form of
development, and the potential environmental effects are
usually associated with the construction period and the
temporary effects during the operational period of wind
turbines on landscape and visual amenity. The Proposed
Development has therefore been developed with
environmental considerations at the forefront of both site
selection and site design.

The Application

The Ballach Wind Farm application is submitted in full and in
addition to this Design and Access Statement s
accompanied by the following documents which should be
read together:

_Er€rgicKontow

EIAR Volume 1: Main Text;

EIAR Volume 2: Figures

EIAR Volume 3 : NatureScot Visualisations

EIAR Volume 4: Technical Appendices

EIAR Volume 5: The Highland Council Visualisations

Environmental Impact Assessment Report Non-
Technical Summary

Pre-Application Consultation Report
Planning Statement
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2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2  SITE SELECTION

Intfroduction

This section of the Design and Access Statement describes
the Site and the surrounding area before setting out the
approach to site selection.

The Site

The Site is located approximately 4km northwest of Kilmorack
within the Erchless and Farley estates and lies entirely within
the administrative boundary of the Highland Council. The
present land use is open moorland with limited forestry found
within the Site boundary.

The topography of the Site reaches a high point of 490m
AOD at Beinn name Fitheach in the west. The northern
boundary is bound by the Allt Goibhre. Access to the site is
taken utilising the estate frack to the south which runs from
the A831 at Erchless Castle.

A number of watercourses cross the Site with a few scattered
lochans. This includes Loch Ballach, Loch nan Eun and
associated drainage channels. Other watercourses which lie
within the Site boundary include Allt an Torta Dhuinn, Allt
Tobar nan Cat and Allf a Chrochadair.

There are no environmental designatfions within the site
boundary. In terms of other environmental designations
within 10km of the site, these include:

e Glen Strathfarrar NSA:
o Strathpeffer WPA and
e Wild Land Area 24: Central Highlands

Approximately 3km northwest of the site, sits the operational
Fairburn Wind Farm (20 turbines, 100m to tip). 5km to the
northwest of the site the proposed Fairburn Wind Farm
Extension (14 turbines, 200m fo tip) which is currently in the
scoping stage.

Site Selection Criteria

The overall approach to wind farm site selection is to identify
areas of land where the siting of a wind farm would result in
minimal environmental effects, be free from overriding
technical constraint and be viable on an economic basis.
The criteria involved in the selection of Acheilidh Wind Farm
were based on:

= A review of the planning context for renewables in
Scotland and at the local authority level;
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2.8

2.9

=  Geographical Information System (GIS) constraints
mapping;

=  Analysis of wind speed data;

=  Site access and fransportation

These are discussed further below.

GIS Constraints Mapping

A Geographical Information System (GIS) “sieve mapping”
exercise was carried out as part of the site selection process.
This involved identifying and mapping constraints fo wind
farm development in order to identify potential sites. The
various constraints considered as part of the site selection
exercise for the Proposed Development included but were
not limited to:

= Hydrological, geological, and hydrogeological
constraints including effects on groundwater, water
resources and local geology;

= Landscape designations including National Parks and
Special Landscape Areas;

= Ecological designations including Ramsar sites, Special
Protection Areas, Special Areas of Conservafion and
Sites of Special Scientific Interest;

»  Cultural heritage designations — including Gardens and
Designated Landscapes, Registered Battlefields, World
Heritage Sites, Listed Buildings, Properties in Care,
Conservation Areas, and Scheduled Monuments

=  Aviatfion interests including local licensed aerodromes
and visibility to radars, both military and civilian.

= The pattern of settflements; and
=  Existing, approved, or proposed wind farms.

Review of Planning Context

Information on the planning context for renewables in the
local planning authority of The Highland Council was
reviewed as part of the site search exercise, which is set out
fully in Chapter 5: Renewable Energy and Planning Policy
and the Planning Statement which accompanies the
application. Planning policy considerations include:

= Natfional Planning Framework 4 (2023)

» Highland-wide Local Development Plan
(HWLDP)(2012)

* Inner Moray Firth LDP (2024)

= Onshore Wind Energy: Supplementary Guidance
(2016) with addendum ((2017)

Wind Speed Data

E€rgicKontos

The predicted wind resource in any given location is an
important consideration in identifying potentially suitable
wind farm sites. The electricity that can be generated by a
wind farm is directly affected by the wind speed. Wind
speed increases with height above ground level and the
amount of electricity generated increases
disproportionately with increases in wind speed. This in turn
affects the carbon emission savings and the commercial
viability of a site.

The information on unconstrained areas from the GIS sieve
mapping exercise was therefore compared with data on
wind speed to identify suitable locations for wind farm
development. This was done using the then Department of
Trade and Industry (DTl) wind speed database NOABL which
provides annual mean wind speeds on a kilometre grid
square basis.

Access Suitability

An assessment is required to ensure that appropriate access
to a potential wind farm site is available for the
tfransportation of wind turbine components. Further
information on access can be found in section 5 of this
Design and Access Statement.

Selection of Ballach Wind Farm

The information from fthe sieve mapping exercise was
combined with relevant planning policy and wind speed
data to identify suitable areas within the study area for
potential wind turbine development. From the various land
areas identified, Ballach Wind Farm was selected due to a
number of factors, including:

Energy capture - software modelling indicates that the Site
offers a strong wind resource with few obstacles or areas of
pronounced topography close enough to interrupt wind flow.

Environmental designations — the Strath SSSI and the Caithness
& Sutherland SAC, SPA and RAMSAR designations lie partially
within the Site Boundary however through careful siting and
design, a sufficient distance from this designation has been
maintained.

Residential separation distances - the Site is able to provide
separation distances of approximately 2.5km from the nearest
residential property while having potential for a high installed
capacity.

Landscape — There are no landscape designations covering
the Site. The Central Highlands Wild Land Area :24 sits to
immediate southwest of the site, with the Glen Strathfarrar NSA
and Strathpeffer WPA within 10km of the site.

Transport infrastructure — the Site benefits from suitable access
for turbine component delivery.
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3.1

3.2

5.1

DESIGN INFLUENCES

Infroduction

Once a site has been selected, the design of the wind farm
is optfimised in order to produce a layout which maximises
the use of land available for power generation, balancing
this against the overall environmental, social, and economic
effects of the development. Optimising the layout of a wind
farm in this way depends on a range of technical,
economic, planning, and environmental criteria.

Design Criteria

Technical requirements and constraints are parameters that
can physically constrain wind farm design. For the Proposed
Development these have included:

4 Energy capture — the NOABL database indicates that
the Site has a favourable wind resource.

5 Land avadilability — as agreed with the landowner, the
land available for the wind farm.

In addition to the technical requirements and constraints, a
range of environmental considerations have also had an
influence on the design of the wind farm. These include:

6 Landscape and visual — the design of the Proposed
Development seeks to match the scale of the turbines
and the scale of the overall development with the scale
of the landscape. Computer modelling was used as a
tool to aid design and 3D model/wireframes were
generated for views from key design views around the
Site.

7 Ecology - the layout takes account of the ecological
interests of the Site and the surrounding area.

8 Archaeology - all known on-site archaeological
features have been plotted, assessed and avoided as
far as possible.

9 Residential properties — a minimum separation distance
from residential properties of 2.3km was included in the
design.

10Deep peat - furbine positions have been located to
avoid areas of deep peat present on the Site.
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1 1 Hydrology — all watercourses within the Site have been
considered in the design, with appropriate buffers from
allinfrastructure provided in the design to safeguard the
hydrogeology of the area.

In addition to the above considerations, planning guidance
and discussions with statutory and non-statutory consultees
and the local community have also had an influence over
the evolution of the design. Views from the tenanted crofters
have been taken into consideration when developing
infrastructure design and turbine placement to ensure the
proposed development is in keeping with existing land use
and crofting activities.

Planning History

The EIA studies commenced at an early stage in the
evolution of the proposed development, with the scoping
process commencing in August 2024. These studies defined
the environmental sensitivities, and constraints associated
with the Proposed Development, the Site, and ifs
surroundings.

There is no planning history of wind farm applications on this
Site.

Design Guidance

The inherent nature of wind turbines as tall, modern structures
means that the form of the wind farm as a whole is important.
The appearance of the wind farm as an object or
composition in the landscape has been a key factor in
generating the layout. In this respect the design evolution
has taken account of the following guidance:

1 2Si’ring and Designing Wind Farms in the Landscape, SNH
(2014);

130nshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance, The
Highland Council (2016); and

1 4Spo’riol Framework for Onshore Wind Energy, August
2016 - Caithness and Sutherland LDP Area.

Design Consultation

The Applicant has undertaken a programme of consultation
prior fo the submission of this planning application, which is
detailed within the Pre-Application Consultation Report.

14.2

14.3

14.4

Er€rgicKontor

A Scoping Report was submitted in June 2024 for a wind farm
layout of up to 36 turbines up to 230m with subsequent public
exhibitions held in January 2025 and June 2025 to infroduce
the proposals to the public.

Consultation with a range of stakeholders has also been
ongoing since the submission of the pre-application enquiry
and these have been documented within each of the
assessment areas as detailed in Volume 1 of the EIA Report.

This process of consultation has identified a number of
potential design
constraints B Natual Heritags

which the
Applicant  has
subsequently

sought to

address as part
of the EIA and
design process.
Further  details
are setoutinthe
various  stages
of the design
iterations below
and relevant
chapters of the
EIA Report.

Saitiie e

The Highland
\4

Council
MOmhairle na
W Gaidhealtachd

Onshore Wind Energy
Supplementary Guidance
Stitireadh Leasachail airson
Luth-Gaoithe Air Tir

November 2016

www.highland.gov.uk/onshorewind
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DESIGN EVOLUTION

Infroduction

The wind farm layout in its proposed form takes account of stakeholder feedback received during
pre-application discussions as well as environmental and technical constraints identified
throughout the site selection and iterative design process. In designing a layout which is simple in
composition and restrained in size, the final design results in a development which takes into
account the constraints associated with the site and is sympathetic to its local and wider setting.

The overall design layout principle of the Proposed Development has been to achieve a coherent
and compact design, which minimises direct and indirect adverse effects on the local and wider
landscape, whilst balancing commercial considerations and maximising energy production.

Constraints Mapping

The starting point for the design of a wind farm is the preparation of a detailed constraints map
which sets out all relevant buffer distances, key features and other factors that may constrain the
location of wind turbines,

The process of EIA plays an important role in this as it enables all the technical constraints to be
identified which could restrict the location of wind turbines. The evolution of design has as such
been informed by matters including standoff distances to residential properties, ecological buffers,
and separation distances between existing and proposed wind turbines.

Technical Constraints

The following technical considerations were taken into account in the design process:

e A minimum separation distance between the turbines of 3.0 rotor diameters in order to
minimise turbulent interactions between wind turbines (wake effect);

e Distance from residential properties; and
e  Civilian and military aviation radar coverage of the Site.

Relevant Planning Policies

The relevant policies identified in section 3 have been taken into consideration in the site selection
process and also subsequently, where relevant, in the design of the Proposed Development.
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The principal design objectives of the Proposed Development has been to achieve a coherent
and compact design, which minimises direct and indirect adverse effects on the local and wider
landscape, and is designed in accordance with guidance set out by The Highland Council.

Landscape and Visual

Noise

The wind farm design has been developed to ensure that a standoff distance of at least 2.3km
can be achieved between wind turbines and residential properties.

Ecology and Ornithology

A full suite of ecological and ornithological studies has been undertaken which has allowed the
layout to be designed around sensitivities on and around the site.

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

Certain assets that are deemed to be of particular importance are given legal protection. The
importance of heritage assets and the protection of these and their settings is recognised in
legislation as well as national, regional and local planning policy.

There are no statutorily designated cultural heritage assets within the Site however Scheduled
Monuments and listed buildings within 10km of the Site boundary have been taken into
consideratfion and an assessment on setting effects have been carried out.

Careful siting and design has been undertaken to minimise potentially significant effects on these
assets.

Design Iterations

The design process has been undertaken over a prolonged period and the proposal has been
progressively revised and refined during this time to take account of the information arising from
pre-application consultation and the findings of EIA assessments. As a result, the design and EIA
process has been highly iterative and all aspects of the final design, including the location of the
wind turbines, turbine compounds, the Site access, layout of the access tracks, the locations of
the substation, construction compound and borrow pits have been influenced by various
technical, environmental and planning considerafions.

Design iterations were taken forward from the initial ideas expressed within the Scoping Proposal
and subsequently refined through receiving baseline environmental data as described above.
Details of some of the key iterations of this design process are outlined below.
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Layout 1: Scoping Layout

15.15 The First Iteration consisted of 36 wind turbines of up to 230m
in height to blade tip, illustrated in Figure 4.1.

15.16 This layout was the basis for the Scoping Report submitted in
August 2024 with the resultant Scoping Opinion provided by
Scottish Ministers in November 2024. The Scoping layout
presented a theoretical maximum number of turbines which
could be accommodated on site and took account of the
following environmental and technical constraints:

e  Application of a 50m buffer on watercourses;

e  Application of a 2km residential buffer;

¢  Onrnithological considerations relafing to the site:
¢ Avoidance of ecological designations

e Phase 1 peat depths; and

o Landscape designations.

15.17 At this stage of the project, a key focus of this design was to
determine landscape suitability whilst considering the initial
buildability of the turbine locations.

15.18 This layout was also presented at a public exhibition, held in
Kilmorack Village Hallin January 2025, where feedback from
the local community was gathered.

15.19 During the first consultation period, feedback was provided
by members of the public who attended, as well as
feedback being received online (as set out within the
accompanying PAC report). This feedback helped shape
the emerging designs of the proposed development in a
number of ways.

15.20 It was evident that the development site was popular for
recreational purposes. Mountain biking, horse riding and
walking. Given this, the design sought ways to ensure this
would still be possible. This gave focus to the layout and
design of the wind farm to ensure that public connectivity
can still be achieved through the site to facilitate these
pursuits. By utilising and upgrading many of the existing
fracks on site, allowed the development to maintain
accessibility for users of the area.

15.21 Feedback received on the number of turbines proposed, as
well as the heights of turbines proposed was another topic
which was raised during the consultation. This was taken into
account at the next design review and saw a reduction in
the number of turbines then being proposed.
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15.22

15.23

15.24

15.25

15.26

Layout 2: Pre Application Layout

lllustrated in Figure 4.2, the Second lteration comprised 24
wind turbines of up to 230m to blade fip, but with a number
of turbines now lowered to 200m to blade tip. This layout was
the basis for the pre-applicaiton sought from The Highland
Council. The Ilayout maintained the buffers around
watercourses and residential properties and also took
account of ecological and ornithological onsite constraints.
Following further survey works undertaken within the site
boundary, the layout was amended to avoid areas of deep
peat where possible, and areas of pocket bog. The angle
of the slopes within the site boundary were also taken into
consideration for construction purposes.

As a follow on from the initial discussions with the landscape
officer at The Highland Council, and feedback from the
community consultation feedback, further detail into views
of the development from the wider highland area were
considered. A design process was carried out with The
Highland Council to ensure that a true representation of the
development could be assessed from a variety of views
within the 45km study area of the proposed development.
As a result of this, a Viewpoint assessment list of 27 locations
was agreed in accordance with the council and
NatureScot. This also included nighttime viewpoint locations
to capture the effects of visible aviation lighting in the hours
of darkness. This was in increase in an additional 5 viewpoints
from the list originally proposed at the initial design meeting
with The Highland Council in August 2024.

Based on an updated ZTV (zone of theoretical visibility), we
are able to identify areas on the map where it would be
beneficial to reduce turbine visibility on receptors. Using a
number of design mitigation techniques; the surrounding
landscape, site topography, reducing the development
area of the site and finally, reducing the turbine heights, it
was possible fo reduce the theoretical visibility of the
proposal upon the study area.

Key examples of this included a significant reduction in views
when viewed from the west of the site, notably the
Glenstrathfarrar National Scenic Area, the Glen Affric
National Scenic Area and the Central Highland Wild Land
Area 24. By removing a number of turbines away from the
western boundary of the site, and down the steeper areas of
the site comprising the Beinn nam Fitheach (493m AOD) saw
a much visibly reduced development from these areas.

To the east of the site lay a number of populated settlements,
firstly the local dispersed seftlements of Torgormack,
Breakachy and Kiimorack, to the larger villages of Beauly
and Muir of Ord. Taking account of feedback from the first
public consultation, a key theme was to reduce as best
possible the visual impact of the proposed development for

Energiekontor UK Ltd | July 2025

15.27

15.28

15.29

those living in these seftlements. By moving placement of
turbines away from the eastern edge of the site boundary,
the views of turbines perceived from these seftlements was
reduced, benefiting from the screening of higher land
between the site and these locations.

Consideration was also given to settlements north of the site,
such as Fairburn, and Contin. Not only is Confin a village
north of the site, but it is also located on the A835 and is
popular route for road users heading to and from Ullapool.
By reducing the number of furbines on the site, and by
altering the heights of turbines along the northern boundary
of the site helped to limit visibility from these locations, with
no visibility from Fairburn and very limited views from Contin.

To the south of the site lie a number of designated hill fort
assets, again these were a key factor in the redesign of the
site based on inputs received during the Scoping Response
from Historic Environment Scotland.

From a cumulative perspective, this layout was also
influenced by the existing Fairburn Wind Farm, located to the
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north of the site, as well as the in scoping proposal “Fairburn
Extension” which sits adjacently north of the site.

The second iteration of the proposal was then finalised and
presented to the Highland at a formal pre application
meeting, along with various statutory consultees who also
aftended. Wirelines and photomontages were prepared o
test the visual effects from several locations and
demonstrate areas within the study area where the
development may have visibility.

Finally, infrastructure design for this layout was developed at
this stage and sought to reduce the visual impact of onsite
tracks, as well as take info account other constraints such as
watercourses and deep peat. The infrastructure has also
been designed to utilise as much of the existing on site frack
as possible, whilst still allowing these fracks to be utilised by
the hill walkers, mountain bikers and horse riders who
currently use this frack fo and from the Orrin Reservoir.
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15.32

15.33

15.34

15.35

15.36

15.37

Layout 3: Final Application Layout

lllustrated in Figure 4.3, the Third Iteration comprised 20 wind
turbines of up to 230m to blade fip. This composition of
turbines resulted in an overall mix of 9x turbines at 200m to
blade tip and 11x 230m turbines to blade tip.

Following further feedback from the pre-application process
and public consultation exercises carried out, work was
undertaken to determine the appropriate height for furbines,
when combining predicted wind yield, commercial factors,
fransportation factors, visual impact, residential amenity and
ecological and ornithological considerations. Cultural
heritage considerations were considered throughout and
phase 2 peat probing was undertaken to identify peat
depths on and round turbine and infrastructure placement.

A review of the phase 2 peat depths allowed the final
infrastructure layout to be designed around the final turbine
positions, with the general principles of sufficient space and
gradient for ancillary infrastructure generally followed
throughout the turbine positioning process (i.e. turbines were
not placed where it would be difficult to link them via road,
for example).

The peat survey results showed that the majority of
infrastructure had been placed on areas of no or shallow
peat depths with the exception of a small number of
changes:

e T20 crane pad moved slightly and frack leading into
new turning head at T20;

e Track south of T? moved by about 20m to east;
e Turning head at T11 moved slightly north;

¢ New additional turning head to SW of T5, and one
directly south of T5 move slightly;

¢ Turning head south of T13 moved slightly south; and

e Substation moved slightly north to be on shallower
peat.
These changes were consulted with SEPA following previous
discussions to confirm acceptability of the proposal turbine
layout and infrastructure before being finalised.

Infrastructure design is available in Figure 3.1 and is detailed
further within the EIA Report, however the following can be
noted as key design principles or notes:

Energiekontor UK Ltd | July 2025

Track layout accommodates the abnormal loads
associated with turbine deliveries. The exiting frack
dissecting the site will be upgraded with
improvements to levels, widths and strengthening, to
ensure where possible the frack is being utilised and
result in the creation of as little new track as possible
on site.

Crane pads have been positioned where possible to
ensure that, when on steeper gradients, they will be
cut into the land from rather than being raised
resulting in more fill required on site.

Watercourse crossings were minimised as far as
possible, along with areas of deepest peat. This was
agreed with  SEPA  during pre-application
consultation.

The substation compound was situated to the south
of the proposed development in order to minimise
the footprint of a grid connection corridor that will
inevitably travel south — southeast.
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e The borrow pit search areas identified on site have
been selected to utilise areas where there is no or
shallow peat and with availability suitable material
that can be exiracted to use on site with as little
visual impacts as possible.

This ‘final’ design iteration was presented at public
exhibitions with wire lines and photomontages produced to
visually demonstrate the designs appearance from key
viewpoints in the surrounding area. Information detailing the
public exhibition and consultation process is displayed within
the PAC report.
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THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Infroduction

The Proposed Development consists of the construction, 35-
year operation and subsequent decommissioning of a wind
farm consisting of 20 wind turbines together with associated
infrastructure.

The wind farm would provide circa. 134MW of generating
capacity with an additional 5MW of battery storage,
depending on the final turbine selection. This would be
made following the grant of consent and be subject to a
competitive tendering exercise.

The planning application includes an allowance for
potential micro-siting of the wind farm infrastructure. |If
consent is granted, the Applicant would commission
detailed ground investigations and geotechnical surveys to
determine the overall ground conditions.

It is possible that there may be a requirement for micro-siting
of other infrastructure following these investigations and any
other pre-construction environmental surveys.
Consequently, the planning application boundary seeks a
potential micro-siting allowance of 100 metres for turbines
and associated development such as tracks and crane
pads.

Key Elements of the Proposal

The principal elements of the Proposed Development
include:

e Wind turbines - up to 20 wind turbines, each
comprising 3 blades.

e Turbine foundations — The foundations could be
either reinforced concrete gravity structures or piled
foundations. This would be dependent on the ground
and hydrological conditions at the turbine locations
would also determine the overall size of the support
structure.

¢ Crane hardstandings — To provide a level and firm
base for the cranes at the location of each furbine
and would be surfaced with coarse aggregate.

o Site tfracks — To provide access for construction and
maintenance vehicles from the site access to the
substafion and wind furbines. These would be
constructed at the commencement of the
construction phase and would remain until the end
of the decommissioning phase. They would have a
running width of é6m, the final width dependent on
turbine supplier requirements. The tracks would
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feature local widening on corners and would be
surfaced with coarse aggregate.

e Borrow Pits - Up to three borrow pits would be utilised
as a source of aggregate for the construction of the
Proposed Development infrastructure, including
access fracks, hardstandings, furbine foundations
etc. The final location of the three borrow pits within
the search areas (shown in EIA Report Volume 2,
Figure 3.1) will be confimed following final
geological investigation.

e High voltage and control cables — To form power and
control circuits linking each furbine to the on-site
substation, cables would be placed in trenches
(dimensions to be determined by the ground
conditions, but fypically 0.5m x 1m deep) routed
alongside the tracks.

e Substation / switchgear housing building - A
20mx?90m space would be required for the
construction of a 132kV substation

e Energy Storage Compound- The energy storage
equipment would be housed within ISO shipping
containers with a 2.4m high palisade fence in a
compound 17.5m by 31.9m. Battery containers will
be positioned a minimum of 2.5m apart to facilitate
access to all sides Battery energy storage equipment
will be factory assembled and delivered to site in
standard 12.2m long x 2.4m wide ISO shipping
containers. A plan is presented as figures 3.9. Figure
3.1 shows the construction compound area that this
would be housed within.

e Construction compound/storage area - The
construction compound is to facilitate construction
of the Proposed Development, and would also
provide a storage area for plant and materials and is
temporary during the construction phase. A typical
construction compound is set out in Figure 3.6.

e Site access — The proposed access point to the Site is
via the A831, which lies immediately to the south of
the Site.

Wind Turbines

Itis proposed to erect up to 15 wind turbines on the Site. They
would be of a typical modern design comprising a three
bladed rotor hub mounted on a rotatable nacelle
(containing a gearbox and a generator), a tower and
foundation.

250m

16%m




Ballach Linne Wind Farm
Design and Access Statement
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-I 7 ACC ESS 17.8  To determine appropriate access routes to the Site, detailed
consideration and assessment of the surrounding road
network has been undertaken in the form of a
. comprehensive desk-based study. This established that the
Introduction most likely route for general construction HGV fraffic is from
. . . the A9 frunk road network to the A831 corridor via the A836
17.1  This section of the Design and Access Statement sefs out the and A839.
issues and options considered during the development of
the proposals to ensure that the fransport and construction 17.9  The proposed route is indicated below in Figure 6.1.
of the Proposed Development causes the minimum
disruption to the highway network and highway safety. Access Design Process
17.2  The site access point and accompanying internal track ) . )
layout have been designed to accommodate the range of 17.10  Swept Path Ano[ysw assessments were undertaken to identify
vehicles anticipated during the construction and operation whether the delivery route could accommodate the swept
of the Proposed Development. path of the abnormal Iood. delivery venhicles carrying
components such as the turbine blades and nacelle. This
e xe . . type of analysis is consequently used to identify any
Existing Highway Environment necessary works.
17.3  The preferred option for access for turbine components to 17.11 The design of the Proposed Development has taken into
the Site _is detailed in Chgp’rer 12 _of the EIA Report. Although consideration the movement and subsequent access of
fhe vehicles used fo deliver furbine components are large, vehicles involved with the construction and operation of the
the d'ellvery route is considered suitable for commissioning of wind farm. The initial site selection considered potential
fhe Site. access restrictions associated with the movement of vehicles
) . . required fo fransport large turbine components.
17.4  The main tfransport movements during the construction
phase would be associated with the movements of Heavy o . ... S ol W N : . —-
Goods Vehicles (HGVs) to and from the Site. Vehicle LS (it AW ‘ :
movements would be associated with delivering furbine ST
components, concrete and the tfravel of workers to and from Balloch Wind Farm
the Site. e St v
g o, il T e D
17.5 The traffic generated by construction of the Proposed EY e Dl b T gl E——
Development (over an 18-month period) will result in a e ‘”c;’%‘i";ﬁ?;"f’ o
temporary increase in baseline traffic levels. With mitigation s () sesovier
in place, the potential traffic and transport related i PN Rt Open
environmental effects during construction are considered to Fi ———
be not significant in line with the EIA regulations. . L g '" E“miwv":ff’ww
17.6  Once the development is operational, it is envisaged that . 5
the amount of traffic would be minimal. Occasional visits S 12
may be made to the Site for maintenance activities. The ik,
vehicles used for these visits are likely to be a 4x4 or similar m-;,e,;m Q)
and there may be occasional need for HGV's to access the "t
Site for maintenance and repairs. g
Access to Site
17.7  The preferred option for access for turbine components to 1, . skaN&
the Site is detailed in Chapter 12 of the EIA Report. Although —
the vehicles used to deliver turbine components are large, gF | ety 75 Revsonc o
the delivery route is considered suitable for commissioning of L — Dkl g i it b b,
the Site. i u’ i | Copyright andlor database right 2025 0S
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Figure 12.4 Construction Traffic and Abnormal Indivisible Load Delivery Route Plan




Ballach Linne Wind Farm
Design and Access Statement

17.12

17.13

17.14

Site Junction Design

An upgraded access junction from the A831 will be
constructed to allow access to the Site. The upgraded
access junction willaccommodate abnormal load deliveries
from the east and will then join with the existing junction and
forestry frack, utilising the current infrastructure as far as
possible. An indicative access area has been provided on
plans; however, a detailed site access junction has been
provided in Figure 12.5, located in Volume 2 of the EIAR.

All overrun areas will be constructed with crushed stone with
all track and over-run surfacing within the limits of road
adoption to be surfaced to adoptable standards. The
existing junction will be resurfaced, and an asphalt strip will
also be incorporated. Once abnormal load deliveries have
been completed, the additional widening required for
overrun surfacing will be removed.

The site access point and accompanying internal tfrack
layout have been designed to accommodate the range of
vehicles anficipated during the construction and operation
of the proposed development.

Energiekontor UK Ltd | July 2025
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1. Background.

1.1

Introduction

1.1.1

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared by Cavendish Consulting on
behalf of Energiekontor UK Ltd (The Applicant). Detailed within this report is a schedule of
consultation activity which was carried out in relation to proposals for the Ballach Wind Farm
(The Proposed Development).

The description of the Proposed Development is as follows: “Development of a wind farm of up to
20 wind turbines, including associated development such as crane pads, access tracks, a substation
temporary construction compound, and 5MW onsite Battery Storage".

With a generating capacity over 50MW, the Proposed Development is subject to Section 36 of
the Electricity Act 1989, administered by the Energy Consents Unit (ECU). A full section 36
application for consent has been submitted to the Energy Consents Unit and this report has
been produced to accompany the formal application.

Albeit not a statutory requirement for Section 36 applications, the Applicant has applied the
principles of the consultation process recommended for ‘major’ planning applications as set out
in The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland)
Regulations 2022 and Planning Circular 3:2022-Development Management Procedures. This
enables the local community and all those with an interest in the proposals a clear opportunity
to view the proposals and importantly comment and feedback.

This PAC Report outlines the programme of consultation activity undertaken by the Applicant,
including formal information events and wider engagement with the community and
stakeholders.

Where possible, this report outlines the feedback received at formal public consultation events
and through meetings with community groups, and how the Applicant has responded within the
final application.
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2.

Consultation overview.

2.1 Best practice

2.1.1

2.2

2.2.1

The Applicant is aware of the value of engaging with and seeking to involve local people in
development proposals, both prior to and following the submission of any application and through
to the construction and operation should the Applicant's proposals obtain consent.

Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 - Community Engagement is an update of PAN 81 which advises
that in order for the community engagement to be successful, it is important that everyone
interested in the future development of the community, village, town, or city they live in, should
understand the planning process. Developers are advised to involve residents at the earliest
opportunity so that they can feel confident that engagement in the process has been meaningful.

PAN 3/2010 highlights that the term “consultation” is used to mean the:

“Dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups based on a genuine exchange of views
and, normally, with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of action. The
terms ‘engagement’ and ‘involvement’ are generally interchangeable and are taken to mean the
establishment of effective relationships with individuals or groups. Participation is everything that
enables people to influence the decisions and get involved in the actions that affect their lives. In the
context of this document engagement is, in effect, giving people a genuine opportunity to have a say
on a development plan or proposal which affects them; listening to what they say and reaching a
decision in an open and transparent way to ensure they are taking account of all views expressed
(page 3, paragraph 1).”

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (2023) also highlights the important role of effective
engagement, stating:

“Throughout the planning system, opportunities are available to engage in development planning
and decisions about future development. Such engagement, undertaken in line with statutory
requirements, should be early, collaborative, meaningful and proportionate. Support or concern
expressed on matters material to planning must be given careful consideration in the determination
of development proposals.”

The Applicant is committed to undertaking effective and early consultation methods in this way,
including tailoring its strategies to suit individual communities. Residents’ values and issues of
importance vary, and the consultation programmes are designed to reflect that.

I'imeline
The Applicant’s plans for the Proposed Development were launched in September 2024 when key
stakeholders were notified of the submission of a Scoping Opinion to the ECU.
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2.2.2  Following the submission, the ECU informed several consultees, listed below:

The Highland Council

Historic Environment Scotland

NatureScot

SEPA

Transport Scotland

Scottish Forestry

AGS (Glasgow Airport)

GIP Aerodrome Safeguarding (Edinburgh)

British Horse Society

BT

Civil Aviation Authority

Crown Estate Scotland

Defence Infrastructure Organisation

District Salmon Fisheries Board

Fisheries Management Scotland

Fisheries Trust

Glasgow Prestwick Airport

Highlands and Islands Airport

John Muir Trust

Joint Radio Company

Mountaineering Scotland

NATS Safeguarding

RSPB Scotland

Scottish Rights of Way and Access Society
(ScotWays)

Scottish Water

Scottish Wild Land Group (SWLG)

Scottish Wildlife Trust

Kilmorack Community Council (Host)

Strathglass Community Council

Marybank, Scatwell and Strathconon Community
Council

Muir of Ord Community Council

Beauly Community Council

2.2.3

2.2.4

The first phase of consultation for the development was announced on 15t January 2025 when
stakeholders were notified of the upcoming public exhibition. The letter (Appendix 1) included
details such as the consultation date, the location of the proposed site, and an outline of the
infrastructure included in the plans.

The email was sent to:
Aird and Loch Ness Ward Councillors
Dingwall and Seaforth Ward Councillors
Wester Ross, Strathpeffer and Lochalsh Ward Councillors
Leader of Highland Council
Convener of Highland Council
Vice-Convener of Highland Council
Leader of Opposition on Highland Council
Chair of Highland Council South Planning Applications Committee
Vice-Chair of Highland Council South Planning Applications Committee
Caithness, Sutherland and Easter Ross MP
Inverness, Skye and West Ross-shire MP
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP
Highlands and Islands MSPs
Local Community Councils:
o Beauly
o Kilmorack
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2.2.5

2.2.6

2.2.7

2.2.8

o Kiltarlity

o Marybank, Scatwell and Strathconon
o  Muir of Ord

o Strathglass

Dialogue has been maintained with local community councils up to the point of submission via
written and verbal communication and will continue through determination of the planning
application and, should this planning application be approved, into the construction and operation
of the Proposed Development. To date, this communication has included information on upcoming
consultation events, and general information on the application.

Two rounds of formal public consultations were held in the Kilmorack Community Hall (Beauly, V4
7AH). Afirst public consultation event took place on 29 January 2025 with a second event taking place
on 4 June 2025.

The timings and venues of the public exhibitions were also intended to provide members of the
public with the best opportunity at which to attend, view the proposals and importantly provide
feedback.

All comments and feedback received from the consultation period, as well as those received through
additional community engagement programme have been collated and analysed as part of this PAC
Report (Section 6), which also illustrates how feedback has, where possible, helped shape and inform
the Proposed Development.

CAVENDISH



3.

2.3

2.3.1

2.3.2

233

2.3.4

2.3.5

2.3.6

2.3.7

2.3.8

24

2.41

2.4.2

2.4.3

First consultation.

Overview
The first round of consultation for the development took place on 29t January 2025 from 2:00pm
to 7:00pm at the Kilmorack Hall, Kilmorack, Beauly, IV4 7AH.

As stated, the first phase of consultation for the development was announced on 15 January 2025
when stakeholders were notified of the upcoming public exhibition. The letter (Appendix 1)
included details such as the consultation date, the location of the proposed site, and an outline of
the infrastructure included in the plans.

In addition to notifying political stakeholders, a flyer (Appendix 2) was sent to 3239 residences
within the vicinity of the site (map available in Appendix 3).

The flyer was subsequently sent to an additional 207 addresses in Beauly following a request from
a local resident.

In addition, public notices (Appendices 4, 5, 6 & 7) were placed in the January 17t edition of the
Ross-shire Journal and the January 215t editions of The Press and Journal and Inverness Courier.

A poster (Appendix 8) was shared with the local community councils to be posted on social media
and around the local area.

A number of enquiries were received once the Proposed Development became public. The
Applicant responded by providing answers to questions over the phone and by email where
possible, confirming details about the Proposed Development, and the consultation process.

A feedback form (Appendix 9) was available at the exhibition and online at
https://energiekontor.co.uk/our-projects/ballach-wind-farm/ from the same date which included

an opportunity to provide general feedback on the proposals as well as suggestions for community
benefits. The opportunity to provide feedback remained open from January 29t to February 25,

In-person exhibition event

In total, 157 people attended the first consultation event.

At the event, ten information boards were on display (Appendix 10). Paper copies of the boards were
also on display to be taken home on request and the information was available at
https://energiekontor.co.uk/our-projects/ballach-wind-farm/. from 29t January 2025.

The subjects of the boards were as follows:
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Proposed Development Built Environment

Construction and
Transport

Ecology and Ornithology Peat and Hydrology

ZTV Stage Landscape and Visual About Energiekontor

Thank You

2.4.4  Printed visualisations were (Appendix 11) were also on display. These showed:
e LVIAViewpoint Wirelines
e Red Line Boundary
e Scoping Layout
e LVIA Study Area and ZTV of Proposed Development (to Blade Tip) (120k Scale)

2.45 The feedback period for the first phase of consultation ended on 25% February 2025. In total, 41
forms were received at the event, online and via post.

IMAGE FROM FIRST CONSULTATION EVENT, 29™ JANUARY 2025

10 CAVENDISH



4. Second consultation.

4.1

4.1.1

4.1.5

4.2.2

11

Overview
In June 2025, the Applicant returned to Kilmorack Community Hall to reconsult with the community

and demonstrate the changes which had been incorporated into the design following the first round
of consultation.

Stakeholders were again notified via email (Appendix 12) on 14" May 2025. The email included
details of the second consultation event, and information about changes made to the scheme
following feedback received from the local community.

Following the undertaking of analysis of the feedback received at the first event, the Applicant made
changes to the proposals, including reducing the number of turbines to 20. The revised site map
showing these changes can be seen in Appendix 13.

As with the first round of consultation, a flyer (Appendix 14) was sent to 4184 residences within an
increased radius following feedback from the first consultation event (Appendix 15). The increased
radius included further homes to the southeast edge of the site in areas such as Kiltarlity as well as
the homes in Beauly that were added to the initial radius.

A public notice (Appendices 16, 17, 18, & 19) was placed in the May 22" edition of The Press and
Journal and the May 23" edition of the Inverness Courier and Ross-shire Journal.

Enquiries continued to be received between the first and second consultation periods, and the
Applicant responded by providing answers over the phone and by email to questions wherever
possible, confirming details about the Proposed Development and explaining that a second public
consultation event was being planned for June.

As with the first round of consultation, a poster was drafted (Appendix 20) and sent to community
councils to be put on social media and around the local area.

A feedback form (Appendix 21) was available to be filled out at the event or taken home to fill out
at a later date. The feedback form was available online at https://energiekontor.co.uk/our-

projects/ballach-wind-farm/ from 4™ june. Respondents were given four weeks to provide
feedback.

In-person exhibition events

The second consultation event was held at the Kilmorack Community Hall from 2:00pm to 6:30pm
and was attended by 70 people over the session. Members of the project team were on hand to
answer questions and discuss the proposals with members of the public.

Information boards were on display, with eight new boards (Appendix 22), combined with two
boards from the previous consultation. The boards provided an overview of the updated proposals
which included (as stated) a reduction of turbines to 20, as well as the utilisation of topographical
features of the site to position turbines at lower elevations, thus reducing their overall visual height,
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along with the turbines being set back from the periphery of the site as far as possible to reduce
turbine intrusion towards residential areas to the east of the site and avoiding elevated land to the
west of the site.

Proposed Development Design Evolution Site Considerations

Aviation Lighting

Thank You

423 The subjects of the boards were as follows (new boards in black):

4.2.4  Print outs of various viewpoints and visualisations (Appendix 23) were also available around the
room.

4.2.5 These visualisations showed:
e ZTV to Blade Tip with Viewpoint Locations and Cumulative Wind Farms
e Viewpoints:
- Torgormac
- Struy
- Beauly
Kiltarlity
- Contin

Kessock Bridge.

4.2.6 Intotal, 18 feedback forms were received over the course of the consultation period by the time
the period of feedback ended on 3™ July 2025.
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IMAGE FROM SECOND CONSULTATION EVENT, 4™ JuNE 2025
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D. Additional engagment.

51 Meetings

5.1.1  As part of the Applicant's ongoing engagement with the local community regarding the proposed
development, several meetings took place as part of the pre-application consultation.

5.1.2  The Applicant met with Highland People’s Power (HPP) on MS Teams on 11% March 2025.

5.1.3 HPP is a Community Benefit Society registered with the Financial Conduct Authority. Launched in
November 2024, the society’s main aim is pushing for community and public ownership of renewable
energy generation through potential shared ownership and joint ventures.

5.1.4  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the potential of a shared ownership model between
Energiekontor and HPP, with HPP discussing three potential shared ownership structures (split ownership,
joint venture, and revenue share).

5.2 Contact details

5.2.1 To ensure that as many interested parties as possible were able to access information regarding the
proposals and speak to a member of the project team, a dedicated website, email address and phone
number were established. The relevant contact details are listed below.

522 Website: https://energiekontor.co.uk/our-projects/ballach-wind-farm/
5.2.3 Phone number: 0141 674 8680
5.2.4 Email address: ballachwindfarm@energiekontor.com

5.2.5  The website contained information about the Applicant and the Proposed Development. The
relevant consultation materials were uploaded to the project website in tandem with the first and
second phase of the consultation.
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6. Feedback and responses.

6.1 Feedback from consultation

6.1.1  The consultation introduced the Proposed Development to the local community and provided an

opportunity for all stakeholders to provide feedback.

6.1.2 A feedback form was made available at both events, online and by request, with the option for

interested parties to send feedback via multiple channels.

6.1.3  The Applicant's contact details (email, print and phone) were also prominent throughout.

6.2 Response to key consultation topics

6.2.1. The following section sets out the key topics raised during the pre-application consultation period

and those raised in the various meetings and discussions the Applicant had with stakeholders.

6.2.2.  Where appropriate, a response has been made to show how these issues have been addressed or

indeed, highlight where adjustments have been made to the site layout as a direct result of the

feedback received.

Key issue

Applicant response

Number of turbines

The design of the Proposed Development has been refined throughout the
consultation process following completion of detailed environmental and technical
surveys and assessments, as well as comprehensive analysis of the feedback
received.

As such, the Applicant made the decision to reduce the number of turbines from
36 to 20. Specifically, the number was reduced in the western area of the site to
reduce proximity to Wild Land.

Site Access The site access will be taken from port of Invergordon or Nigg, south via A9 to
Tore, then west towards Muir of Ord and then Beauly, finally along A831 to site.
Takes existing estate track east of Erchless

Site Design The Applicant carefully selects and designs wind-farm sites to maximise

renewable-energy output while protecting the character of the surrounding
landscape.

Robust local planning procedures ensure that only well-designed schemes receive
consent. This particular site combines a strong wind resource, limited ecological
constraints, good access, and close proximity to a viable grid connection.

With an appropriate design, the development aligns with National Planning
Framework 4, enjoys clear policy support, and makes a meaningful contribution to
Scotland’s Net-Zero targets.

Cumulative Impact

The Scottish Government has committed to reaching net zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2045, with a target of delivering 20GW of onshore wind capacity by
2030. However, achieving net zero will require exceeding this target, as further
renewable generation is essential.

15
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Crucially, carbon reductions must be delivered across all sectors - particularly heat,
transport, and industrial processes-which remain heavily dependent on fossil fuels.
As these sectors transition to electricity, Scotland’s peak electricity demand is
expected to at least double over the next two decades.

Meeting this rising demand will require a significant expansion of renewable
energy infrastructure, including a substantial increase in onshore wind capacity.

In addition to its environmental benefits, onshore wind contributed £3.4 billion to
Scotland’s economy in 2023 and supports over 12,300 jobs, underlining its role as a
key driver of sustainable economic growth.

Community Benefit

The Applicant is committed to building positive, long-term relationships with
communities neighbouring its projects by working openly, collaboratively, and with
a focus on delivering tangible local benefits.

One of the most direct and meaningful ways a project like Ballach Wind Farm can
benefit the local area is through the creation of jobs and opportunities for local
businesses and contractors. The use of local services and amenities during
construction and operation can generate significant investment and support the
local economy.

The Applicant is dedicated to maximising local involvement throughout all phases
of the project.

A community benefit package will be provided in line with the Scottish
Government's guidance - or equivalent guidance in place at the time of
commissioning - delivering sustained value to the community for the lifetime of the
wind farm.

Battery Storage

The Applicant understands the concerns raised by local residents regarding the
inclusion of the 5SMW Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) the Proposed
Development. BESS plays a crucial role in improving the overall efficiency and
reliability of any wind farm by storing excess energy generated during periods of
low demand and releasing it when demand is higher or when wind conditions are
not optimal. This helps reduce reliance on fossil fuels, stabilises the grid, and
maximises the value of renewable energy.
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7 Conclusion.

Concluding statement

From the project launch, the Applicant sought to engage and consult comprehensively with the local
community and relevant stakeholders to gather feedback on the proposals.

While not mandated by statute for a Section 36 planning application, the Applicant has actively
pursued and exceeded best practices in the community engagement and public consultation, as
evidenced by the two extensive rounds of public consultation.

The Applicant extends sincere appreciation to those who participated in the in-person public
exhibitions, reviewed the proposals online, and provided valuable feedback via email and telephone.
The feedback received has been invaluable, directly influencing and shaping the project's design in
significant ways including a which included a reduction of turbines to 20, as well as the utilisation of
topographical features of the site to position turbines at lower elevations, thus reducing their overall
visual height, along with the turbines being set back from the periphery of the site as far as possible
to reduce turbine intrusion towards residential areas to the east of the site and avoiding elevated
land to the west of the site.

These modifications underscore the Applicant’'s commitment to ensuring that the development is
responsive to local needs and priorities. By integrating community feedback into the project’s design,
the Applicant has not only met regulatory requirements but also demonstrated a genuine
commitment to creating a development that reflects the concerns and values of the local community.
This collaborative approach has resulted in a scheme that is both environmentally and socially
considerate, highlighting the meaningful impact of the consultation process on the final design.
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EnErgieKontor-

14" January 2025

Dear [N,
Energiekontor UK Ltd: Ballach Wind Farm

l'would like to take this opportunity to make you awara that Energiekontor UK is exploring the potential of
developing a wind farm development approximataly dkm northwast of Kilmorack, within the Erchlass and
Farley estates; and invite you to our upcoming consultation event:

29" January | Kilmorack Community Hall | 2pm to 7pm

Energiekontor UK Ltd, established in 1985, is a laading devaloper in the ranewable energy sactor and a key
subsidiary of Germany-based Energigkontor AG. Energiekontor UK operates from offices in Glasgow,
Edinburgh, and Leeds, driving forward the UKs renewable energy transition with particular focus on
Scotland. Combining technical axpertisa, innovation, and a commitment to sustainability, the company
plays a vital role in delivering high-quality wind and solar projects that contribute to the UK's green enangy
goals.

Ballach Wind Farm

Following a scoping request in October 2024, ouwr initial assessments for the site suggest it could
accommodate a wind farm of up to 36 turbines, and an onsita Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) which
would allow renewable energy stored and released during peaks in demand. The site, locataed
approdimataly dkm northweast of Kilmorack, has bean selacted due to its high wind speeds, proximity to the
electricity grid and relative distance from concentrations of residential properties and other key
emnvironmantal sansitivities.

As the project will have a generating capacity greater than S0MW, it will require consent under saction 36
of the Elactricity Act 1985 meaning that the consanting procass will be administerad through the Enargy
Consents Unit (ECU) of the Scottish Government.

In addition to enabling progress towards Scotland's ambitious Met Zaro and onshore wind targets,
Enargiekontor is committad to a community benefit package, in line with the Scottish Governmant’s best
practice guideline, of £5,000 par magawatt.

Public Consultation

Energiekontor is dedicatad to engaging with thea local community regarding tha proposals. The evant will
provide an opportunity for members of the public to view the proposals, discuss the proposals in parson
and leave feedback with the projact team. This includes information on our proposed Community Banefit
Fund, to benefit local projects and improvements in the nearby areas. Feedback from the avent will be usad
to shape and inform the proposals ahead of the second round of consultation, currently planned for March
2025.

Thea information shared during the consultation, alnnguwlh the nppm‘tunl'ty to plmﬂda feedback, will also
be accessible on the dedicated project wabsite (hitr yjects '
arm/) from the 29 of January. The opportunity for members of the publlc: to er|de feadback will remain
open until February 24%.

Mext Staps

We would be dalighted to meat with you to discuss this project in greater detail and to answar any questions
you may have. We would also be delighted to hear of any local groups that you consider it would be useful
to hold discussions with. TDarrangBa meating, pleasa contact my collaague Cahal Smith on 0141 674 B6B0
or by amail at cahs 1 :

Yours sinceraly,
Calum Morris
Project Manager, Energiekontor UK Limited

CAVENDISH



Ballach Wind Farm
Public Consultation

Appendix 2: 29th January Event Flyer

En€rgieKontor

“

29th January 2025 | Kilmorack Community Hall | 2pm to 7pm

Energiekontor UK Ltd is delighted
to be hosting a first round of
consultation events for the proposed
Ballach Wind Farm, approximately
4km northwest of Kilmorack, within
the Erchless and Farley estates.

Members of the public are
encouraged to attend the events at
the above venues to find out more
about the proposals, ask questions
of the project team, and provide
feedback.

If you are unable to attend the
events, the consultation materials
and a link to provide feedback
will be available from January
29th to February 24th on the project
website at

https://energiekontor.co.uk/
our-projects/ballach-wind-farm/.

CAVENDISH
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Ballach Wind Farm is proposed to be located approximately
4km northwest of Kilmorack, within the Erchless and

Farley estates.

Our initial assessments for the site
suggest it could accommodate a
wind farm of up to 36 turbines,
with an upwards capacity of 50

megawatt (50MW)

The proposals also include an onsite
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
which would allow renewable energy
to be stored and released during
peaks in demand.

The site has been selected due to
its high wind speeds, proximity
to the electricity grid and relative
distance from concentrations of
residential properties and other key
environmental sensitivites.

If approved, Ballach Wind Farm
will include a generous community
benefit package, in line with the
Scottish  Government's guidance,
of £5,000 per MW. At the public
consultation event, Energiekontor
will be seeking feedback from the
community on how the fund can best
be administered and seeking ideas
for specific projects and initiatives
that could be funded.

The upcoming consultation will provide
an opportunity for Energiekontor to
answer any questions you may have
and collect valuable feedback from
members of the public which is crucial
to the project development process.

Those unable to attend this event can
view project materials and provide
feedback from January 29th to
February 24th 2025 at the following
website:
https://energiekontor.co.uk/
our-projects/ballach-wind-farm/

= [=]
- 2 Scan our

R cod
5 ™ Q €

"] 0141674 8680

1 ballachwindfarm
@energiekontor.com
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Appendix 3: Flyer Mailout Radius - 29" January
Event

Maryburgh

Little Scatwell Achilty

) Conon|Bridge Easter.
k<5

Marybank

Fairburn

Muir.of Ord

‘3_ /

Ruilick U
eauly,
4

. Achnagairn
£ by ga

Kilmorack

Cabrich

. . o
Aigas Culburnie Kiltarlity

4 ErchlessCastle Tomnacross
Culigran
Struy Eskadalg

Ardendrain
Mauld

Carnoch

21 CAVENDISH



22

Ballach Wind Farm

PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENT

Energiekontor UK is exploring the opportunity to
develop a new wind farm comprising of up to 36
turbines, ap imately 4km northwest of Kilmerack,
within the Erchless and Farley estates. The project
team invite members of the public to attend the below
consultation event, where there will be an opportunity
to view and comment on the proposals:

29th January | Kilmorack Community Hall
2pm to 7pm

The event will provide an opportunity to view the
proposals, as well as information on surveys which
have been undertaken and the community benefit
funding which would be delivered. Members of the
project team will be in attendance to answer any
questions and receive feedback on the proposed
development.
Energiekontor UK is committed to open discussion
with members of the public and would encourage
feedback and suggestions that could help shape
development of the proposals. Feedback forms will
be available at the event or on the project website
(https://energiekontor.co.ukfour-projects/ballach-
wind-farm/) from January 29th. Please note, all
feedback should be returned by February 24th.
For further information, please contact the project
team via email at ballachwindfarm@ energiekontor
.com or in writing to Ballach Wind Farm c/o Cavendish
Consulting, Orega Serviced Offices, 220 Saint
Vinrent Strart. Glasnow. (32 556G

Appendix 4: Public Notice - 29" January Event
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Appendix 3: Public Notice - Ross-shire Journal,
17" January 2025
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Appendix 6: Public Notice - Press & Journal - 21*

January 2025

42 CLASSIFIED

THE PRESS AND JOURNAL
Tuesday, January 21, 2025

The Dress and Journal

Classified

Email.

Email your advert to:
advertising@dcthomson.co.uk
Please remember to give your

name, address, postcode and
telephone number.

Notice Board

The Town & Country Planning (Scotland)
Act 1997 (as amended) and The Town and
Country
Planning (Development Management
P 2013

Regulation 7(2) (as amended) - Notice of
Pre-Application Consultation Public Event
Anesco give notice of their intention to submit a
planning application for the proposed development as

lows.

“Proposed installation of a Grid Battery Energy
Storage Facllity (up to SOMW), with assoclated
development” at Land at the Waters, Glenbervie,

Stonehaven, AB39 3YR

Further information on the proposed development will

be available at two public exhibitions, being held on a
drop-in basis as follows:

13:00-19:00 on 2%th January 2025 & 13:00-19:00
on 6th March 2025 at.
Auchenblae Village Hall, 1, Monboddo Street,

Laurencekirk, AB30 1XQ.

Any persons wishing to make comments relating to the
proposal of wishing to obtain further information may
also do so by contacting:

Colin Lavety ~ Stantec (Agent)
colin.lavety @ stantec.com or 07769 350 653.
or by post to Colin Lavety, Stantec, 5th Floor, Lomond
House, 9 George Square, Glasgow, G2 1DY.
Comments should be submilted to the prospective
applicant at the address above by 20th March 2025.
Please note, comments on these proposals are
1o the prospective applicant and are not formal
representations to Aberdeenshire Council. iIf a

Jomited

planning is
there will be a further opportunity to make formal
on the to

Council during the statutory notification pericd.

Ballach Wind Farm
PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENT

Energiekontor UK is exploring the opportunity to
devolop a new wind farm comprsing of up to 36
turbines, approximately 4km northwest of Kiimorack,
within the Erchless and Farley estates. The project
team invite members of the public to attend the below
consultation event, where there will be an opportunity
to view and comment on the proposals:
29th January | Kilmorack Community Hall
2pm to 7pm

The event will provide an opportunity to view the
proposals, as well as information on surveys which
have been undertaken and the communiy benefit
funding which would be delivered. Members of the
project team will be in attendance to answer any
questions and receive feaddack on the proposed
development.

o UK is 1o open
with members of the public and would encourage
feedback and suggestions that could help shape
davelopment of e proposals. Foodback forms will
be available at the event or on the project websile
(https:/, CO. uk/s P
wind-tarmy)—from—Jancary —28th. —Please note, all
feedback shouid be returned by February 24th
For further information, please contact the project
team via email at baMachwindtarm @ energiekontor
.com or in writing to Ballach Wind Farm c/o Cavendish
Consulting, Orega Serviced Offices, 220 Saint
Vincent Streot. Glasgow. G2 55G.
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Appendix 7: Public Notice - Inverness Courier -
21° January 2025

27 The Inverness Courler

classified
north

FOR SALE

ELECIRICEBLANKET
- brand new, never used,
still in box, £20. Tel. 07840
2908904 (Toverness).

PINK YA BALL
- brand mew, stll in box,
£10. Tel 07840 298904
(Inverness).

KEUOLLATOK - 3 wheels,
red in colour, with shopping
bag, very good brakes and in
excellent condition, folds for
eazy storage, £30. Tel. 01463
870483 (Muwir of Ord).

Email your
advert direct to
talktome@

hnmedia.co.uk
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Ballach Wind Farm
PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENT

Energickontor UK is exploring the opportunity to develop a new wind farm
comprising of up to 36 turbines, approximately 4km northwest of Kilmorack,
within the Erchless and Farley estates. The project team invite members of the
public to attend the below consultation event, where there will be an opportunity
to view and comment on the proposals:

29th January | Kilmorack Community Hall | 2pm to 7pm

The event will provide an opportunity to view the proposals, as well as information
on surveys which have been undertaken and the community benefit funding which
would be delivered. Members of the project team will be in attendance to answer
any guestions and receive feedback on the proposed development.
Energiekontor UK is committed to open discussion with members of the public and
would encourage feedback and suggestions that could help shape development
of the proposals. Feedback forms will be available at the event or on the project
website  (hittps:/fenergiekontor.co.uk/our-projects/ballach-wind-farm/)
lanuary 29th. Please note, all feedback should be returned by February 24th.
For further information, please contact the project team via email at
ballachwindfarm@energiekontor.com or in writing to Ballach Wind Farm cfo
Cavendizh Consulting, Orega Serviced Offices, 220 Saint Vincent Street, Glasgow,
G2 556G.

from
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Appendix 8: Poster - 29th January Event

Ballach Wind Farm

Public Consultation Event

Proposed wind farm of up to 36 turbines, approximately 4km
northwest of Kilmorack

As part of the statutory pre-application consultation process for the above
development, a first consultation event for the proposals will take place:

29" January 2025 | 2.00pm = 7.00pm | Kilmorack
Community Hall (IV4 7AH)

The event will provide information on the proposed development and the
chance to discuss the proposals and ask questions of the project team.

The exhibition material will also be available to view (from 29" January) on
the dedicated project website: hitps://energiekontor.co.uk/our-
Further information relating to the proposed development can be obtained
by contacting 0141 674 8680 or by email at

: ;

Persons wishing to make comments on the proposals may do so at the
event, via the website (online feedback form), email, or in writing to:
C/0 Cavendish Consulting,

220 St Vincent Street
Glasgow, G2 556G

Please note that all comments should be returned no later than 24™ February 2025
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Appendix 9: Feedback Form - 29" January Event

27

Ballach Wind Farm m
Feedback Form rgicRe

Privacy Statement:

By filling in this form, you are agreeing that Cavendish Consulting can hold and process your personal data
in relation to this public consultation exercise.

+ Cavendish will only share your personal data with the project team for planning evaluation purposes.
* Your identifiable, personal data will not be used for any other purposes without your consent.
Cavendish and the project team will use your data to:

 Send you updates about the project (where you provide us with your contact details).

« Develop a Pre-Application Consultation Report (or similar document) about this public consultation that
will be submitted to the Energy Consents Unit. Your comments will be anonymous, and we will not identify
you in this report without your permission.

Cavendish acts on behalf of EnergieKontor UK Ltd to run public consultation activities.

Your Details
Title (Miss/Mrs/Ms/Mr/Other): Postcode:
First Name or Initial: Age Group (please circle):
Under13 13-17 1824 2534 3544
Surname: 4554 5564 65-74 7584 85+
Your Contact Details

We will use these details to contact you and update you on the proposals. You don't have to fill in this
section if you'd rather we didn’t contact you.

Address:

Email:

Telephone:

*PLEASE COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS IN BLOCK CAPITALS

CAVENDISH
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1. How do you feel about the preliminary plans for the Ballach Wind Farm?
| am supportive | am neutral I am opposed

2. What do you think about the proposed preliminary design layout of Ballach Wind Farm?
| am happy about the proposed layout | am neutral towards the proposed layout
I have concerns about the proposed layout | don't like onshore wind farms in general

3. EnergieKontor UK Ltd is committed to a Community Benefit Fund of £5,000 per MW.
Please tell us about any activities, local groups or ideas that could benefit from this fund?

4. Did you find today's exhibition to be helpful and informative?
Yes No Nao Opinion

5. Do you have any further comments? For example, any local information that can help inform
environmental studies and assessments going forward?

Thank you for taking the time today to complete the form

If you would like mare time to consider the guestions, please print off a copy of the form and return
it by 24th February to: C/O Cavendish Consulting, 220 5t Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 55G

Email: ballachwindfarm@energiekontor.com

Further information on the proposals can be obtained by contacting the project team at the address
abowve or by telephane at 0141 674 B680.

The feedback form along with more information regarding the proposals can be found at:
www.energiekontor.co.ukfour-projects/ballach-wind-farm/

CAVENDISH



Appendix 10: Consultation Boards 29" January
Event

?>Welcome to the
Ballach
Wind Farm
Public Exhibition

Thank you for coming along.
Should you have any questions, please direct them to a member of the
Energiekontor Team who will be happy to assist.

ErgieKontor
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BALLACH WIND FARM
= The Site lies opr y 4km st of Kis k. within the Erchiess and Farley estates. The Site is pamarily open ground.

lheOnhReservoHesapptowmte‘yZan from the Site boundary and the A831 lies mmediately to the south of the Site.
« The proposed layout presents a total of 36 turbines.

= The proposed turbines will be to a fip height of up to 230m These heights are in ne with cument wind farm technology.
economics, and similar applications throughout the country.

« The proposed development wil also include occess frocks, an onsite substation, borow pits, a temporary construction
compound and SMW of battery storage.

« Aspart of our site design and t. we have prepared o Zone of Th ~ol Visiblity (ZTV) model, which assesses potential
visibllity out to 45km from the site centre and have prepared wirenes from key design viewpoints.
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BUILT AND HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT

An im { to gain an appreciation of the site location in fion fo nearby properties and the wider built and historic
environment. An initict step with site identification & to understand If there are any bult and historic environment constraints and desig-

nations which may be impacted, for example:
« Scheduled Ancient Monuments

« Conservation Areas
« Gorden and Designed Londscapes . y of Historic
« Usted Buligings « Residential Properties
Energ that Ballach Wind Farm & situated within @ good location and respects the. g bult envi The
above ints have been in 0 the current design.

Special consideration wil be given to the design of the layout and seporation distances os well as taking into consideration any
refationships with wider built environment.
Fairbum GDL is an example of an asset which has been considered as part of the design process and used as a design viewpoint

within the landscope and visud ossessment. The map below Identifies the relevant designations and constraints that require due con-
sideration throughout the assessment.

L. &
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%> Why Ballach Wind Far
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ECOLOGY AND ORNIT

An inifial step with site idenfificafion is to understand if there are any ecological constraints and designations which could be affected
by the proposed development, for example:

. Ancient Woodland « Special Protection Area [SPA)

+ Ground Water Dependent Terestrial Ecosystems {GWDIE) « Sites of Special Scientific interest (SSSI)
+ RAMSAR « National Nature Reserve [NNR)

+ Specidl Area of Corservation (SAC) « Nationally Important Peat

From review of the surounding environmentai designations, the closest designation is the Strathpeffer WPA to the immediate north of
the site and the Glen Afiric Sfrathconnon $S88I, SAC, and SPA 4km to the south west, as well as areas of Ancient Woodiand fo the south
and east.

From Phase | Habitat Surveys and National Vegetation surveys the site lorgely comprises commercial forestry.

A Protected Species Survey will also be camled out with details to be included within the Environmental Impact Assessment [EIA)
Report.

JErgieKontor
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%> Why Ballach Wind Farm?
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PEAT AND HYDROLOGY

Following further site investigation, Phase | peat surveys were completed with results shown below. As shown, the site comprises areas
of both shallow and deeper peat. When considering constraints and design of the turbine locations across the site, areas of peat

greater than Im in depth are avoided as far as possible.

iIn addition to the Phase | peat probing. o f d condition 't has been caried out to assass the quality of the peatiand
on site and determine If the peat has been eraded or remains in @ necr natural condition. Areas of degroded/medified peat will be

restored as part of this development, enhoncing the carbon capture of the site.

Trows Uy O boa 13500 @ A Daww.

Orrersce oy on

Tt o 30 repeedomend by pemvasie ol
et

o
COpywgr? ond dof o e 0!
Survey Usescw Mrrier 0100031673

& O
3. Crekemes

Phase 2 peat probing wil be camed out and will help to inform a complete infrastructure design fo include key components of the

proposed development such as tracks, crane pads and an onsite substation.

We are continuing to engage with NatureScot and SEPA on peat acraoss the site in terms of methodology and assessment.

JerErgieKontor
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) Construction & Transport

Access routes have been assessed for
the frarsportation and delivery of
furbine components. The preferred
option for delvery is llustrated on the
map below, routing from Port of Nigg
1o site.

The turbine components woulkd then
be brought to site by abnormd loods
vehicles northwards vio the A, A832,
AB42 and AB31 with poice escort.

Other fraffic movements csseciated
with construction (e.g. concrete and
oggregate| wil be dependent on the
location of the nearest supplier.

CONSTRUCTION PHASE

We appoint specialst contoctors and use local suppliers, where possible, to construct our wind farms. The entire process Is overseen
by our tinonce and construction teams who have considerable experience in the construction process.

The entire construction period for a windg farm typically fokes appraximately eighteen months, depending on the particulor site. Work
starts with the formation of the site access, followed by the laying of the intemal access roads and the turbine foundations. These
works make up the bulk of construction octivity.

During the construction period, on-site working hours would be controlied though planning conditions set out by the local planning
autherity. Construction traffic associated with the development would diso be managed through a Tratfic Management Flan. This is
typically required as part of a planning condition and woutld be agreed with the Highland Counct highway and planning autharities,
peior to construction.

COMMISSIONED & CONNECTED
Once a wind farm has been commissioned and is operational, electricity would be exported from the site to the electricity network fo
power homes and businesses.

Modem wind turbines ore fully automatic, continually recanfiguring themselves fo extract the most energy out of the prevailing wind
conditions and are managed using remote communication from an off-site operations centre.

WHAT ARE WE DOING TO MINIMIZE EFFECTS?

During the course of the Environmental Assessment, o number of topics will be assessed, and while o worst case will need 1o be
demonsirated, we can lock at reducing the overall tratfic movements, ths can be ochieved by:

« Sourcing stone from on site bomow pits

« Plan timings of turbine delivery

« Separate general construction fraffic from turbine delvery route

« Lkison between locals and contoctors during construction

« Locd publicity and advertisement of construction detais

JErgieKonsor
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BLADE TIP HEIGHT WITH VIEWPOINTS: 45KM RADIUS

In terms of potential visual effects, the preli y Zone of Theoretical Visiollity, based on the 36 turbine layout and blade tip height of

up'oMIusﬁmesmtmonlcolMmmulmmmmmmvuuwmmmmmmmmlo-

20km., Visiblity then b qly ragmented with d due to the ding topography and

This is based on a bare ground model of topography that does not tfor trees, tation or buildings g views.

meﬂmmﬂmumpwtmmarm road users, viitors, recreotional users and tourists to the area through o
ination of kar hik g destinations as well as key transport routes used by residents and visitors in the

—_— — —
e

i

e

A seres of wire frames from key design viewpaints has been provided as further visudl aid to the proposed turbine layout.
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2 Landscape and Visual:
~ Method and Viewpoints e

Landscope and visual impocts are a key consideration in any Energiekontor project.

As port of our landscape and visual assessment, we follow industry standard guidance produced by The Highland Council and
NaotureScot to present a robust assessment of the likely significant effects which may arise as port of the proposed development.

Eoch photomontage which will accompany the Laondscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) [s produced from viewpoints within
the 45km LVIA Study Area and are selected to represent what the wind farm will look like in the wider arec. These viewpoints are often
close to residentiol areas, prominent hillfops and areas which are frequently used by receptors such as tourists, walkers and road users.

A map showing the proposed viewpoints is provided below. These will be agreed with The Hightand Council and NatureScot ahead of
an BA appication.
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>>Who Are We? — —

Energiekontor UK Ltd was founded in 1999 and is part of the Energiekontor AG group of companies which develop wind farms ocross
Europe and North America. Our UK projects are developed by our teams in Glasgow, Edinburgh and Leeds. As a complete service
compony, we manage our projects from site selection through planning. finance, construction and on to operation and maintenance
of the wind farm.

Since 1990, Energiekontor has developed
over 100 wind farms in Germany,
France, Portugal, theUSA and the UK,
with @ total capecily of over IGW.,

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

We have achieved planning permissions for over 515MW of cleon, localy produced. renewable energy in the UK—with 110MW clready
badit and generaling, A further 10 sites are in construction. acding cver 400MW of renewable energy,

Energlekontor has a long Intemational history of developing wind energy projects, and has seen the Industry grow from a niche technol-
ogy aimed at combating cimate change fo a fuly-mature, major power provider. copable of producing electnicity that is not only
clean but s ako low=cost and able to match new-buikd gas costs, This experience alongside our strong project portfolio, is whot gives us
Ihe security and confidence 1o confinue developing largescaie wind in a zero-subsidy mar are '

ket

Community Benafit Funds provide a way in which iocal pecple can bacome mare invoived
with locol projects cn o day-to-day bosis. Energiekontor endeavars to deliver Community Ben-
efit n occordance with good practice 1o provide commurities with the funding they need, to
make the changes they want, We undarstand that the wind farms con present both appartu-
niies and chalenges to local communities—we are clways willng to listen and work with
communifies on both,

LOCAL SUPPLY CHAIN

We have local Highland supply chain development as port of how we work.

We have set up a local Highland Suppliers List where we hope to gather contocts in the
area to supply to main controctor, should the wind farm be consented and go ohead.

If this project proceeds the range of services that will be needed wil include:

« Construction companies « Cleanings and waste solufions
« Reinforced steel manufacturers « Concrete suppliers

« Planet hre—excavators, wagons « Eectrical contactors

« Locdlstone quamies and aggregates « Drainage

« Accommodation « General supphers

CAVENDISH



22 Thank you for
taking part in
the Ballach
Wind Farm
Exhibition

If you have any questions or would like further information on the project,
please get in touch via email (ballachwindfarm@energiekontor.com)

JrfErgieKonsos
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Appendix 11 - Printed Visualisations - January
29th Event
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Appendix 12: 4th June Event Stakeholder Letter

rgieKon

14 May 2025

Deo

Energiekontor UK Ltd: Ballach Wind Farm Second Public Consultation

I would like to take this opportunity to update on Energiekontor's proposals for awind farm development
approximately 4km narthwest of Kilmarack, within the Erchless and Farley estates, and invite you ta our
second public consultation event on Thursday 5 June at the Kilmorack Community Hall between
2pm and 6:30pm.

Energiekontor UK Ltd

Energiekontor UK Ltd, established in 1999, is a leading developer in the renewable energy sectorand a
key subsidiary of Germany-based Energiekontor AG. Energiekontor UK operates from offices in Glasgow,
Edinburgh, and Leeds, driving forward the UK’s renewable energy transition with particular focus on
Scotland. Combining technical expertise, innovation, and a commitment to sustainability, the company
plays a vital role in delivering high-quality wind and solar projects that contribute to the UK's green energy
goals.

Ballach Wind Farm

At our first event in January, we introduced our initial propoesals for Ballach Wind Farm, including a layout
of 36 turbines and onsite Battery Energy Storage System (BESS). We were encouraged by the level of
attendance, with over 150 members of the public attending the event.

Since then, we have been actively refining our plans, incorporating valuable community feedback and
insights from a range of technical studies conducted throughout the design process. In response to local
feadback, we have revised our proposals including a reduction in the number of turbines. These updates
reflect our commitment to balancing community cencerns with the project’s contribution to net-zero
goals.

Our upcoming consultation event will provide an opportunity for members of the community to view the
updated proposals and provide further feedback to the project team. The exhibition boards and an online
feadback form will also be avallable at - aetsfhallach- {2 from
5™ June 2025. All feedback is welcome, and we request that this be returned no Llater than 3™ July 2025,

We would be delighted to meet with you to discuss our proposals in more detail and answer any
questions you may have. To arrange a meeting, please contact my colleague Cahal Smith at
cahal smith@cavendishconsulting.com or on 0141 674 B680.

Yours sincerely,

Calum Morris

Project Manager, Energiekontor UK Limited
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Appendix 13: Revised Site Map
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Appendix 14: 4th June Event Flyer

Ballach Wind Farm W

Public Consultation

5th June 2025 | Kilmorack Community Hall | 2pm to 6.30pm

Energiekontor UK Ltd is delighted If you are unable to attend this
to be holding a second public event, the consultation materials
consultation event to provide and an online feedback form

an update on the proposals will be available from 5th june
for the Ballach Wind Farm, on the project website at

located approximately 4km
northwest of Kilmorack, within
the Erchless and Farley estates.

https://energiekontor.co.uk/
our-projects/ballach-wind-farm/.

We kindly request that
all feedback is returned
by 3rd July 2025.

We invite members of the public
to join us at the upcoming event
to learn more about the updated
proposals, engage with the project
team, and share their feedback.
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Ballach Wind Farm is proposed to be located approximately

4km northwest of Kilmorack, within the Erchless and

Farley estates.

Following our first exhibition

in January, we have carefully
reviewed feedback from the

local community and consultees,

conducted further surveys and
advanced the project’s design.

We have been actively refining
our proposals, incorporating
valuable community feedback
and findings from technical
studies. In direct response to
local feedback, we have adjusted
our plans, including a reduction
in the number of turbines. These
changes reflect our commitment
to balancing community concerns
with the project’s net-zero goals.

If approved, Ballach Wind Farm
will include a community benefit
package, in line with the Scottish
Government's guidance of £5,000
per MW. We greatly appreciate
the feedback received so far on
how the fund could be managed
and the local initiatives it could
support, and we look forward to
continuing these discussions.

More information on the revised
proposals will be available at our
upcoming event on 5th June 2025,
This consultation will provide an
opportunity to view the latest plans,
ask questions, and share further
feedback with the project team.
Feedback from both consultation
events will help Energiekontor
refine the proposals before
submitting a planning application
to the Scottish Government's
Energy Consents Unit (ECU).

AP

| 0141674 8680

ballachwindfarm
@energiekontor.com
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Appendix 15: Mailout Radius - 4" June Event
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Appendix 16: Public Notice - 4" June Event

57

Ballach Wind Farm

SECOND PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENT

Energiekontor UK is exploring the opportunity of
developing a wind farm located approximately 4km
northwest of Kilmorack within the Erchless and Farley
estates. The project team invite members of the public
to attend a second consultation event, where there will
be an opportunity to review and provide feedback on
the updated proposals:
Kilmorack Hall, IV4 7AG

14:00 — 18:30 | 5 June 2025
The event will offer a valuable opportunity to view
the updated proposals, gain Insights into the
surveys conducted, and the chance to obtain further
information regarding community benefits associated
with the proposed development.
Energiekontor UK is committed to open discussion
with members of the public and would encnurage
feedback and suggestions that could help shape the
final desi%n of the proposals. The updated proposals
and feedback forms will be available at the event
or on the project website #https:ﬂenergiekontor.
co.uk/our-projects/ballach-wind-farm/) from 5 June.
Please note, all feedback should be returned by 3 July
2025.
For further information, please contact the project
team via email at ballachwindfarm @energiekontor
.com or in writing to Ballach Wind Farm, c/o Cavendish
Consulting, Orega Serviced Offices, 220 Saint Vincent
Street, Glasgow, G2 55G.

CAVENDISH



Appendix 17: Public Notice - Press & Journal -
May 22742025
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THE PRESS AND JOURNAL
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Appendix 18: Public Notice - Inverness Courier
May 23,2025
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Ballach Wind Farm
SECOND PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENT
Energickontor UK is exploring the opportunity of developing a wind
farm |ocated appradmately Skm northwest of Kimorack within the
Erchiess and Farley estates. The project team invite members of
the pudiic to attend a second consultation event, where there will
be an opportunity to review and provide feedback on the updated
propasals:
Kilmorack Hall, IV4 7AG | 14:00 - 18:30 | 5 June 2025
The event will offer 2 valuable opportunity to view the updated
propasals, gain insights into the surveys conducted, and the chance
to obtin further indformation regarding community benefits
asociated with the propased development.
Energiehontor UK is committed to cpen discussion with members
of the pudiic and would encourage feedback and suggestions that
could help shape the findl design of the peroposals. The updated
propasals and feedback forms will be avalabie at the event or on
the project website (hitps://energickontorco.ul/our projects/
ballach-wind-farm/) from 5 june. Please note, il feedback should
be returned by 3 July 2025
For further indormation, please contact the project team wa email
at ballachwingt, com oc in writing to Eallach
Wind Farm cfo Cavendish Consulting, Orega Serviced Offices,
220 Saint Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 55G.
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Appendix 19: Public Notice - Ross-shire Journal -
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THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL (U2511 NEWHALL
BRIDGE-KINBEACHIE-RESOLIS ROAD)
(TEMPORARY TRAFFIC PROHIBITIONS) NOTICE 2025

The Highland Council in easrcie of the powens conderred on them by Section 14(1 )
of the Road Taffic Repulation Act 1964 m amended, and of dll other powers srablag
them oo that bekaf baing mtafled thr traffic on the length of road reberred @ bn the
Schadale (“the Schedide™) snsesed to this Notios should be restriczed or profybmes
becxme worka are berg or ae proposed 10 be esecutec on or sear that lengeh of
road Sereby rmake tha Nosos

|. Citation, commencement and cenation

Thix Notce may be ctad 33 “The Highland Coencd (LS| | Newsall Bridge- Kinbeachie-
Rezcls Koad) (Temporary Taffc Probibeion) Nocs 2018° and shall be i operation
froes 0800k Wedseastay | th june 205 smed | M00rs Fricay | 9th Decamber 2028
2 2

The Interpretation Act 1978 shal spply for the mserpretasion of thia Notcs = 1t
sppie for the imerpretason of = Act of Parkamere.

3. Relationahip to exiiting Orders

Al provons costared i avy Order Exacemant or ofhers i 5o far 3z the 1ame repeat
or are nconstutere with the provisions of this Notos and the tue issest or mesiag
herscf shal ceass 1o bavs effect, Suring the period saced Sereco

4. Reason

The reasoe for making this Notics = 30 enabile 3 temporary traffic protibizon to be pet
= place s the meereass of public sslery during public uthty 3nd murtsrance works

5. Alcernative routes

Comnuderstion has besn grven 1o the slery 30d convensnce of sharserve roves
ssiable for the traffic which wil be affected by s Notice and shall be aigred.

6. Temporary prohibition on use of & road

Save 33 provided for in Arzcie | of thas Notice, whtle this Notce & in dorce, no parsos
shall drive, Or cases or permit acy vebkcle 3o be drves on the lesgsh of rood, or 3
pat or parns of the leagss of road, specfied in e Scheckde when 3 probletion n
iervses 31 applying by muana of ose or mors of the traffe grs of 3 type gererdly
provided for ender Section 64 of the Rosd Ta¥ic Rogudation Act 1984, 1 smended
Accem for pedesram shal be permutiad provieg shweys tue they comply wits sech
Imsractom as may be muund o them by the costractor for the wecka.

7. Exemptiom

Notring n Article 6 of 1 Noosce spphes oo
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Counct Service Point. You can fird yoor nesrest Service Point wis the following bk hespe)wew highlasd govadd

Wirtsan comments should be made oo the EFC at the contact detals below within the tme period indicaed
from the date of this notice. Ampone making 3 representation sbost this proposal should note thae ther letter or
wrad will be daciosed 10 any indhvidal or body who requests sighe of represeneaions in respect of this proposal.

L
Nt

Devebzprrens Adtreis Propecal Descripten

Anerustivs biaccel whars

Aoz e pa N
200 tirt poriod t camments

J50125TFUL  Tieas Dubh Care Morw, Nea

Road Forwos. (V10 BAM

Erecton of Ino esesns 308
Esrmution of b parking wace:

(14 oy

Cabin, Camden Serwa. Bvarzon,
Dwgwal, 114 0

rorvcamphance wih Condaan 1 of
Plarciog Porruscon 100556 FLL

JS0ISOEFUR.  Srahaa, Uitapoot, W26 ITL Eraction of replicemen: Exienaon (14 dops)
o dweiling o L Shared Mdize
Oxcagancy Raccereal buldng,
Cracroe of ancitary communs bubdng
Al AULOMEC W
BOISEFL  Grams of Daey Lo, 6-3 Dl Formanes of Seplay wace, eracion ol (14 dayg)
Nan Roca, Tearinich nducrad  scernal canapy 2 eoemal daatons
T, Adnass. W17 OXT
J50100FUL  Land 2138 Nomh of Rvariord,  Craage of house Types 2 road bpaut (14 days)
Cascn Bricge 10 he e wround howss Mt ok 12
18 300 39 a0 Panang Parmecsce. ref
e 2100000FLL
I501613FUL  Tarel Lockan, Tamel Eraction of house wd Seacted gaage (14 Qo)
Porvrabocadk: Tan. NVI0 HR
OGS  Tanon Commun Woodaed  Appikcaion wider Saction 42 ke (14 Q)

Errad: aphas ringiiteghtand ok

aParning Centre, The Mighlard Councll, Glerurgubart Road, INVERNESS VS SNX

Ballach Wind Farm
SECOND PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENT
Energickontor UK is exploring the opportunity of developing a wind
farm located approximatedy 4km nosrthwest of Kilmorack within the
Erchiess and Farley estates. The project team lewite members of
the public to attend a second consultation event, where there will
be an opportunity to review and provide feedback on the updated
proposals
Kilmorack Hall, IV4 7AG | 14:00 - 18:30 | S June 2025
The event will offer 3 valuable opportunity to view the updated
propasals, gain insights into the surveys conducted, and the chance
to obtain further indormation regarding community benefits
asociated with the propased development
Energiekontor UK is committed 1o open discussico with members
of the public and would encourage feedback and suggestions that
could help shape the final design of the proposais. The updated
proposals and fecdback forms will be available at the event or on
the project wedsite (hitps.//fenergickontor.co.ul/our projects/
bakach -wénd-farm/) from 5 June. Please note, all feedback should
be returned by 3 iy 2025.
For further information, please contact the project team via email
at balachwindfarm@energiekontor.com o in writing to Ballach
Wind Farm c/o Cawendish Consulting, Orega Serviced Offices,
220 Saint Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 55G.
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Appendix 20: Poster - 4th June Event

Ballach Wind Farm

Second Public Consultation Event

Proposed wind farm approximately 4km northwest of Kilmorack

As part of the statutory pre-application consultation process for the above
development, a second consultation event for the proposals will take place:

5" June 2025 | 2.00pm - 6.30pm | Kilmorack Community
Hall (IV4 7AH)

The event will offer a valuable opportunity to view the updated proposals,
gain insights into the surveys conducted, and the chance to obtain further
information regarding community benefits associated with the proposed
development.

The exhibition material will also be available to view (from 5" June) on the
dedicated project website: https://energickontorco.ul/our-
Further information relating to the proposed development can be obtained
by contacting 0141 674 8680 or by email at

ballachwindfarm@energiekontor.com

Persons wishing to make comments on the proposals may do so at the
event, via the website (online feedback form), email, or in writing to:
C/0 Cavendish Consulting,

220 StVincent Street
Glasgow, G255G

Please note that all comments should be returned no later than 3 July 2025
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Appendix 21: Feedback Form 4" June Event

Ballach Wind Farm ,Eﬂ'(\
rg IEW

Feedback Form: Second Consultation

Privacy Statement:

By fillimg in this form, you are agreeing that Cavendish Consulting can hold and process your personal data
in relation to this public consultation exercise.

+ Cavendish will only share your personal data with the project team for planning evaluation purposes.
+ Your identifiable, personal data will not be used for any other purposes without your consent.
Cavendish and the project team will use your data to:

+ Send you updates about the praject (where you provide us with your contact details).

Develop a Pre-Application Consultation Report (or similar document) about this public consultation that
will be submitted to the Energy Consents Unit. Your comments will be anonymous, and we will not identify
you in this report without your permission.

Cavendish acts on behalf of Energiekontor UK Ltd to run public consultation activities.

Your Details
Title (Miss/brs/Ms/MriOther): Pasteode:
First Mame or Initial: Ape Group (please circlek
Under 12 13-17 1824 32534 3544
Surname: 45-54 5564 6B5-74 7584 85+

Approximately how far away do you live from the site?
Within 2km Within Skm Within 10km Beyond 10km

Your Contact Details

We will use these details to contact you and update you an the proposals. You don't have ta fill in this
section if you'd rather we didn't contact you.

Address:
Email:

Telephane:

*PLEASE COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS IN BLOCK CAPITALS

Data Protection

‘We process all Personal Data in accordance with the UK General Data Protection Regulation, the EU General Data Pratection Regulation
2016/679 [together the "GDPRT) and the Data Protection Act 2018, Youwr Personal Data will not be transferred outside the UK or European
Econormic Area (the EL rmember states plus Nansay, lceland and Liechienstein). To see our full Privacy Motice and find owt how 1o exercise
your data subject rights, please visit cavendishconsulting.comvdp or contact us by phone on 01962 893 E03, or email at dataprotectioni@
cavendishconsulting.corm.
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1. Did you find today’'s second consultation helpful and informative in understanding the updated plans?
Yesg Ma Ma Opinian

2. Please provide your comments on the updated proposals:

3. What is your view on the revised design layout for Ballach Wind Farm?
| am happy about the propased layout | am neutral towards the proposed layout
| have concerns about the proposed layout | don't like onshore wind farms in general

4. Are there any aspects of the updated proposal (e.g. turbine placement, access routes, visual impact,
etc.) you feel still need improvement or further consideration?

5. Hawve your views on the Ballach Wind Farm changed since the first consultation?
Yes, more supportive Yes, more concerned
Mo, my views have stayed the same | did not participate in the first consultation

6. EnergieKontor UK Ltd is committed to a Community Benefit Fund of £5,000 per MW. Do you have any
new ideas or updates on how this fund could support your local area?

7. Do you have any further comments, or is there any local knowledge that could help inform ongoing
environmental studies and assessments?

Thank you for taking the time today to complete the form

If wou would like more time to cansider the questions, please print off a copy of the form and
return it by 3rd July to: €0 Cavendish Consulting, 220 5t Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 556
Email: ballachwindfarm@energiekontor.com

Further information on the proposals can be obtained by contacting the

project team at the address abave or by telephone at 0141 674 8680,

The feedback farm along with mare information regarding the proposals can

be found at www.energiekontor.co.ukfour-projects/ballach-wind-farm/

CAVENDISH



Appendix 22: Consultation Boards - 4" June
Event

P>Welcome to the
Ballach
Wind Farm
Public Exhibition

Thank you for coming along.
Should you have any questions, please direct them to a member of the
Energiekontor Team who will be happy to assist.
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BALLACH WIND FARM

Balach Wind Farm Is ¢ proposed 20 turbine scheme, situated approxdmately 4km northwest of Klmorack on the Farey and Erchiess
Estates.

An initial public exhibition was heid in January 2025 at Kimorack Hal, exhibiion material shared hare was designed 1o infroduce the
proposed development to local residents. The exhibition aimed to understand key areas of concem arcund the proposed develop-
ment and brng these concems forward to be addressed in the projects developmem ptocess. All information pueviouw shared can
be occessed ot the EnergleKontar website, under the Ballach project page: © lene

ntorn.co.uk/our-grojects/baliach-windg

Key feedbock points from the inifiol publc exhibition are listed below:

+ Site Access - concern surrounding the disruption that construction traffic & likely 1o couse and impacts on mountain bikers using
the estate track.

« Sile Design - most attendees undersicod the need for renewable energy however were concemed by turbine numbers and felt
the scale and number of turbines was too much for the site.

« Cumulative Impact - Concems rased on cumulative information provided.
+« Community Benefit - the method of dspersal was rased as a key point of interest.
« Baltery Slorage - concerrs around battery fires on site, lock of emergency access and environmentd impact.

These peoints have been assessed and developed since the last exhibition. Wark has been underiaken to address these concems with
changes made to the desgn of the proposal. This is detaked in full in the following display boards.

Werter Fonn

. Onsite substation and SMW battery storage
« Generation of up fo 134MW « Anticipated earest construction and generation
. Corstruction duration of around 18 months subject fo grid connection date (tbc).
. Mixed fip heights of:
200m (turbines 1,2, 4, 5, 6,8, 11, 13, 14) and
230m (turbines 3, 7. 9, 10, 12, 15,16,17,18,19,20)

JArgieKonior
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Ballach Wind Farm - Des[n Evolution : :

The design process took phace over a number of rmontihs and e Propesed Devedoprnent hos been progressively revised and refined.
The overal design principle hos been to ochieve o coherent and compoct design, which minimises direct and indirect adverse
effects on the local and wider landscope, while bakancing commercial considerations and maximbing enengy production

Ballach Wind Farrm S¢ oping Layeul - 34 Turbines

This diesign, shown to the leff s the scoping layout, intended fo presant the
gte to statutory consutees, such as The Highland Council and MatureScot
and the inifial public consuttation. Feedback and comment on the design
wias collectad fhat would influence the future design process and inforn fur-
theer study and addifional surveys to fully understand al corstraints to devel-
opment af fhe sika.

. Foliowing the scoping process, a review of all opinions submitted agairst
e scoping design wios conducted. This informed further site survey work,
the results of which encbled the second stoge of the desgn process to
bagin as outined below.

Ballach Wind Farrm Fre-Applicalion Layoul - 24 Turbines

Folowing on from Scoping. o revised design was then shown and discussed
with The Highland Council at a pre applcation mesting to gain further input
an design;

=  Raducton to 24 furbines

«  Less furbimes in the western area of the site, reducing prosimity to Wild
Land.

«  Increased ditance between turbines on site and the reduction of turbine
halghts for a number of furbines on higher ground.

«  Assesdng design oplions from key viewpaoints fo minimise londscaps and
wisual infrusion.

Ballach Wind Farrn Final Design - 20 Turbines

The final design layout ks disployed adocently, this design will be submifted
as part of the forthcoming Section 36 opplication for Balloch 'Wind Famn. The
final design for the wind fam & designed to ulilse the ervironment within
which it sifs;

« 20 Turbires— Px 200m and 11x 230m to fip

« Topographical features of the site have bean utilsed to postion turbines
at the lower elevations reducing thair ovenall visual heaght.

« A for o= posible the furbines are set back from the perpheny of the sita
redurcing turbine infrusion fowards the areas of residential settliement o
the east of the site, where thay are located on lower ground, and awoid
e higher kared 1o the weast of the site.
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SITE CONSIDERATIONS

The design evolution of Ballach has sought to understand all environmental, histeric, and topographicd aspects of the area. Data was
collected through initidl desktop study, and subseguently through fargeted surveys of the main wind farm area and along proposed
site access trocks. All gathered data has been assessed and compiled into a geographical infarmation system to inform a developa-
ble area. This enables di factors to be considered and impacts assessed continuowsly throughout the dasign evolution of the pro-
posed wind farm.

Peat condition and depth surveys have been conducted in muttiple phases as the ste laycut and access trock design evolves. The
below figure displays the results of the final phase of peat depth survey, completed once the final design was frozen. Assessments to
understand the condition of the peat have dso been undertaken and cgreed with SEFA

« National peat dassification intialy ciassed the peat within the wind farm areo to be graded class 1, however condtion surveys
completed throughout the design process have conciuded that the site s subject to extensive drainoge and modification , result-
Ing in significant areas of dried out peatiand which & not be considered class 1.

« Excellent oppurtunity for large areas of the ste to benefit from peationd improvement and restoration, increasing carbon capture
on dte. Full details of enhancement and mitigation will be provided in the forthcoming outline habitat management and en-
nhancement plan.

§\ i
Phase 2 Peat Survey resulfs (m) =
® 0-05 e DU

q -

e 05-1
Q 1-15
® 15-2

There are some statutorily designated cultural heritage assets in proximity to the proposed site, namely the hill forts o the south east of
the dte inciuding Urchany and Dun Mor. These assets have been considered throughout the design process to ensure that the settings
of these assets are not significantly impacted.

€rgicKonigr
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PROPOSED ACCESS TO SITE

« Access routes have been assessed
for the fransportation and delivery
of turbine components. The pre-
ferred opfion for delivery is lustrat-
ed on the map to the right in
bive.

+ Turbines would be delivered from
either the Port of Invergordon or
the Port of Nigg, southwards down
the A9 to the Tore Roundabout.

. Defiveries would then head west
towards Muir of Ord before pass-
ing through Beauly and then
along to site.

+ Ofther traffic movements associat-
ed with corstruction (e.g. con-
crete and aggregate} will be de-
pendent on the location of the
nearest supplier.

During the construction process a robust fraffic management plan is proposed and will be implemented in ful during
the detadled design phase, should the project be granted consent. Detailed below are some of the measwes that will
be taken to reduce digupfion:

- Deployment of banks man - during the defivery of ab- . Road upgrades - road widening at key pinch points is
normal loads banksmen will be deployed to safeguard proposed to ersure construction traffic can pass freely
the surrounding area and ensure traffic can pass safely. and quickly (camed out ahead of abnormal load deiiv-

. Public nofice - active and frequently updated infor- ery).
mation pages wil be created to inform allresidents of .  Signage, fraffic Bghts and convoy systems - as appropri-
upcoming traffic movements. ately assessed traffic management infrastructure and

. Timed delivery - construction traffic will be mited dur- convoy systems will be employed to ersure local traffic
ing peak road use periods. can pass freely.
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AVIATION LIGHTING PROVISION

All turbines above 150m 1o fip height reguire aviation ighting as per Aviation law. Ths is o warmn lower fiying arcroft of the presence of

turbines.

. Following consultation with the Civi Aviation Authority (CAA), and Ministry of Defence (MOD) @ lighting scheme for Balloch has
been ogreed that reduces the requirement for aviation lngMing from 20 10 & turbines.

« Specifically hrbines 2, 3, 7, 14,17 and 20 will be it, os per the below map:

A | 4

0 0
o’ ¢ ?
Inaccordancowith o @
AP 764 and expacted

. The standard ighting crmangement is tor 2000 candela max ighting to be instalied. In periads of <Skm visibiity, it & expected
this Eghting is on. When greater than Skm, then this can be dimmed to 10% {i.e. 200cd), making a big difference o the elfects.

+  Not all hurbines lights will be seen trom oll locations due 10 topography.

.+ Indicative calculation suggest that instecd of a maximum of 2000cd Ight received at source, when Fghts are in <5km visibikty
made, the red candela brghtness will often be less than 500cd.

. Indicative colcuiations clso suggest, combining historic weamher and atmespheric records, the aviation lights may be af their
brightest cround 4% of the year [on 14 days of 365). Conversely, they are predicted 1o be operating at 10% brighiness around
96% of the year (on 351 Gays of 365).

Intensity of Turbine Light
shown in Candelas (cd)
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A IV figuwre can be found displayed on the fable adjacent fo this board.

As port of owr londscape and visual assessment, we follow industry standard guidance produced by The Highland Council and
NatureScot to present a robust cssessment of the likely significant effects which may crise as part of the proposad development.

This drawing & intended to demonsirate the theorefical visual impact Balloch will have on the surounding area, highlighting ol leca-
fions within a 45km radius of the proposed develcpment that it would be iheoretically possibie 10 view the hurbines.

It & imporiont 10 note that hare are limitations 1o a ITV as the thecretical view anaclysis does not account for forestry and the bl envi-
onmeant,

As siated in the adjocent key the tour colours displayed within the 45km zone repre-
sent the number of turbines Ihat are theoretically viible.

The brown circles represent all the proposed viewpoints thot are 10 be inciuded in
e EIA, o selaction of wireline visualisations modelled from these view peints can be
found displayed alongside he ITV.

During the initial ste selection process, the site of Balloch was noted for ifs well
screened position rom the local landform. The site has since been designed ond de-
veloped with this cs a constant consideration - dasigned 1o respect populated arecs
1o east and wild land 1o the west. With this in mind, the foliowing locations have
been selacted as viewpeint locations within the LVIA:

1. Core Path RC20.01 to Orrin Dam 2. B o/ indorsal

4. Beinn a' Bha'ach Ard 5. Struy (A831)

7. Muir of Ord (AB32) 8. Contin (A235)

10. lamestown 11. Balvaird / Newmore

13, A232 west of Tore 14. Great Glen Way near Ladycairn
16. Sguer a' Cholre Ghlals 17. Meall 2 'Mhadalbh

19. AS Cromarty Firth 20. Ben Wywis

22. A%, Alturlie Junction 23. Cnoc Fyrish

25. Chamonry Point 26. invergordon

k3 Propossad lurtine locations

i_ -‘-l Lines ndicating the dslance
fram the proposed turbines

1-5 turtenes may be
thecreticaly vistie
]: 6-10 turbines may b
thecreticaly vistie
E 11-15 2rbines may be
theoreticaly vistle
l:l 16-20 turbines may ba
theoreticaly wsble

(o] LVIA Viewpoint Locations

3. Falrbum Estate

6. Beauly

9. Kiltariity

12. AB35 /89169

15. Helghts of Brae

18 ¥nockbain / Torgorm
21. A9 Kessock Bridge
24. 8817, Alness

27. A862 Clacnaharry

The surcunding cumulctive developments within the londscope study area are ako displayed on the map displayed hare, how-
aver, it 8 important to note that not all sites displayed here will progress to a full cpplication o receive consent.

The proposed development has been designed 10 in keep with the envircnment. The site is designed with varying fip heights of
200m and 230m, this has been utiisad clongside lurbine positioning in a sloping landscope [moving turbines 10 lower elevalions to
reduce the overdll visual height) 1o dign, os far as reasonably possible, ha turbine tip heights of Balach with surrounding develop-
ments of Fairburn, the proposad Fairbum Extension and help screen views of the development from wider views.

Ef€rgicKonior
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Battery Storage
The Proposed Development includes provision for the instaliation of up to 5SMW of onsite Battery Storage at Ballach

wind Farm. The onsite battery storage would be located adjacent to the site access track, with the batteries located
in a single containerised unit, within the area of kand initially used for the site construction compound.

Battery storage enhances the reliability and efficiency of wind farms. By storing energy when the wind is strong and re-
leasing it when the wind is calm, battery storage enswes a consistent and predictable power supply. This also reduces
the need to curtail wind power during periods of high generation, improving the overall efficiency of the wind farm.

The installation of BESS systems both in the UK and around the globe i increasing to help store renewable energy.

urity, ro

duoe
e

To ersure compliance with health and safety measwes, o comprehensive risk management strategy will be adopted in
agreement with the Fire and Rescue Service vio the Nafional Fire Chiefs Council, as well as Highland Council planning
department.

Matters addressed will include the following based on cument best practice guidance as issued by the National Fire

Chiefs Counci (November 2022):

71

Deteclion and moniloring—An effective «
and appropriate method of earty de-
tection of a foult within the batteries
would be in place, with immediate di-
connechion of the affected battery/
batteres. This could be achieved auto-
maticaly through the provision of an ef-
fective Battery Management System
Suppression systems - Suitable fixed
suppression systems would be installed
in the unit in order to help prevent fire
and propagation between madules.

Deflogration Prevenfion and Venting
BESS containers would be fitted with
deflografion venting and explodon pro-
tection appropriate fo the hazard to al-
low the fire to extinguish within the con-
1oiner.

+ Site access - Roads capable of ac-

commodating fire service vehicles in all
weather conditions.

+ Waler Supplies—proposak for water

supplies on site would be developed
following licksen with the lecal fire and
rescue service taking into account the
likely fliow rates required.

+ Signage—Signage should be instaled in
a sultable and visible location on the
outside of BESS units identifying the
presence of a BESS system

+ Emergency Plans - develop emergen-
cy plans and share these with the Fire
and Rescue Service.

+ Environmental Protection Measures—

This would include systems for contain-
ing and managing water runoff.

Jeef€rgicKontor
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22 Next Steps _ |

Following the final phase of pre-application public corsultation and the preparation of an Environmental Impact Assass-
ment [BA), the Seclion 34 appication for Ballach Wind Farm will be submitted to the Scoltish Govemment.

A fimeling of this forthcoming process and additional information is available bedow.

2nd round public exhibifions - June 2025
Finalisation of a Secfion 34 application and EIA - July 2025
« Section 34 application submission to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) - Avgust 2025

« Al this point all planning appication and ElA documeants will be publicly avalable through the ECU website
and Enaergiekontor website.

» Tha ECU wil formally issue the applcation for consultation fo statutory and non statutary consulieas.
Tha public consultation procass will commencea.

« The Highland Council Committee to discuss the application - unknown (approximately G1 7 Q2 2024)
Earliest possible decision is expected from the ECU - approximately Q3 20246 - G2 2027

Earliest possible construcfion commencement - subject to grid date to be confirmed

To access todays exhibition material online, please scan the below QR code, or visit:

hitps://energiekontor.co.uk/our-projects/ballach-wind-farm/

Scan our
QR code

JErgiekontosr
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22 Thank you for
taking part in
the Ballach
Wind Farm
Exhibition

If you have any questions or would like further information on the project,
please get in touch via email (ballachwindfarm@energiekontor.com)

JErgieKonsor
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Visualisations - June 4th Event

Appendix 23

CAVENDISH
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Viewpoint Parameters

S reference E239 878, NE39 549
Ground Level Elevation: 63 AOD

Camera Height 1.5m AGL

Direction of view to site centre’ 2

B Distance to nearest turbne: 7026m

Number of biace tips teoretically visioie 10

| Number ot hube thecreticay visiie® 8

Date and time of viewpolnt photography: 190912024 @ 13:25

.| Camera: Sony AT Il

Lens: S0mm (Sony FE S0mm 111.2 GM)

Information on the limitations of visualisations:

er of mitations be aware of when
using them to 'olm alwgemem on 3 wind farm proposal. These ncluge.

Avisualsaton can never show exacu) 'what the wind fam wiliook e n realty due to

¢ y 2 9 | len vary through time
//‘ FOREST F S p: | amme fesolution of the Image;
/,—, i o v o § —— & v - ¥ - = The Images provided give a reasonable Impression of te scaie of the turbines and the
- dlstance to e turbines, but can never be 100% accurate:
+ Astatic mag . Or ficker of reflection from the sun on the

they move;

+ The viewpoints llusirated are representative of views In the area, but cannot represent
visibility at alllocations:

+ Tofor the bestimprasslon of tne Impacts of tne wind farm proposal these Images are vest
Viewed at tne viewpoint location snown;

-| - Tne images must be printea at the rignt size to be viewed property (260mm by 820mm);

+ You shoutd hold the Images flat at Jengtn. It viewing a
wall or oard at an exnibition, you shouid stand mamu length from the image presented.
A - TnezTvpr the 9 vegetation or buldings.
Aaaitional notes:
1T aure as eenbasedon e
. otoung et
Tuine ot e LBALLIGHOOSNEL
H T neint vism o
§ o gametr 62m
Hiant o g 5 230m) 200m
i
8 2 Turtine postons cou be st rgie

micro-sttng (ypicaiy up o SOm).

3. Divection glven s bearing reaihe to Bakach Wind Farm

SN ENY Public Exhibition

. The number of turore bisses ana

s theceeticall Vsl I couried fom

e wietrame Inset of 3 and gnores the N
Viewpoint 5:

g test AB31. Struy

5. This Sgure s producedin accordance
o f 11- i 11-15 bl Wit SNH Visus! Resresarzaton of
\ 90° horizontal field of view 5 blade tips may be visible |:| 5 blade tips may be visible ey oibipmrip ozl \ \ \ )

" | 53.5° horizontal field of view [ 6- 10biade tips may be visivie [N 16 - 20 blade tips may be visible broadly accords wkn e Langscape
Insstute’s Tecrelcs: Guisance Nete 6119 R
(Type 4 Visusisston,

T g vt arceaps ava s ontoc
[T e p——

r 5 ™ s

Wirsing crawing

View it ot comfortabie ars isngth

1,‘: ; W iy Termk - bramingercl ) 2\ \I )

i

§ [ vnararmier: 4 saiscnwnsram - pastrg A comenes 4 sgorcaten - sespig
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Viewpoint Parameters
OS reference: [E239 878, N839 549

Ground Level Elevation: 63m A0D

/| camera Heignt: 1.5m AGL

Direction of view to site centre™ 240

Distance to nearest turbie: 7.028m

7| Number of biace tips tneoretically visibie*: 10

Number of hubs theoretically visidle* 1]
Date and time of viewpolnt photography: 1910912024 @ 13:25
Camera: Sony AT Il

Lens: S0mm (Sony FE SOmm 1.2 GA)

Information on the limitations of visualisations:

Visuallsations of Wind farms have a number of mitations which you shouid be aware of when
using them o form a judgement on  wind farm proposal. These include:

+ Avisualsation can never show exactly wnat the wing fam will ook Iike In reaiity oue fo
factors such weatner mich vary through time

and the resolusion of the Image;

. gvea tne scaie of the turbines and the
distance to the turbines, but can never be 100% accurate;

(o

p
eskoaie flopn
7 ;

Al A

- Theztv take: the g

- Astato . or ficker ihe sun on the
furbine biaces as they move;

. points liusirated Views In the area,
Visibility at all ocations;

+ Toform the bestimpresslon of the Impacts of tne wind farm proposal these Images are best
Viewed at the viewpoint location snown;

printea at the rign be viewed by 820mm);

* You should holg the Images flat at 3 comfortable am's lengtn. If viewing these Images on a
wall or Board at an exnbition, you shouid stand at amn's lengt from the Image presented.

vegetation or bulldngs.

Adaltional notes:

1. This Sgure has been based on the.

folowing parameters:

Turbine iayout ie: LBALLACHOOS WFL

~Hub helght: 143m / 119m

*Rotor dameter: 162m Cilent

rgie

2. Turbine positions could be subject to

Key
"] 90° horizontal field of view

[ | 535 horizontal field of view

| 1-5 blade tips may be visible
[ - 10biade tps may be visibie [N 16 - 20 blade tips may be visible

:’ 11 - 15 blade tips may be visible

micro-sitng (Rypically up to SOm).

3. Divection glven 35 bearing reathe to ‘Bakach Wind Farm

Srénem - Public Exhibition

4. The number of turone biades

s hecretically vaiie s couried fom

e wietrame Insets o 3 andlgnores the N
Viewpoint 5:

ana torestry. A3, Struy

5. Tnis Sgure Is produced in accordance
1t SN Visu R

Wind Farms 2017 gudance and aiso
broadly accords wkn the Lanascape
Insstute's Techrics: Guisance Note 613 ey 2005
(Type 4 Visustsston)

\\\I)

§ | weotne arawng

[ ———————
et o 3.5 s pansana
12538 4718 2

1

Viw it o  comfortate arers eegth

§ | maramuer: 4 suiscrwnsrem 4 Eiswe A comenes 1 spmcasen 4 scwes

‘ Ny | =
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Orgrser. UKEENTTS

VPB Bty UKDEITBA2 3710 WEPE.£G. 5400036 RE

Ovenance Survey 0100337872

1-5 blade tips may be visile [:] 11- 15 blade tips may be visible
:] 8- 10 blade tips may be visible |:| 16 - 20 blade tips may be visible

X7 ] 90° horizonta field of view
[N | 535" horizontal field of view

Viewpoint Parameters

| os reterence:

Ground Leve! Elevation:
Camera Height:

Direction of view to site centre”.
Distance to pearest trbine:

Number of biace tps theoretically visibie*:

Number of bubs theoretically isible*:

Date and time

E252.401, N846 317
m ACD

15MAGL

2750

741m

Camera:

Lens:

Canon EOS 5D Mark il

S0mm (Canon EF SOmm 111.8)

on the limitations of vi:

a number of
wind

+ Awisualisation can never show exactly wnat the wind farm will ok ke In reaiity cue to

weat
and the resolution of the Image:

y through time

distance o the turbines, but can never be 100% accurate;

the turbines ang the.

. or ficker
furdine blaces 3s they move;

. wiews Inthe area,
Visiblity at al ocations:
Toform vest
Viewed at the viewpoint location snown;

. The the rignt size ¢ by 820mm);

B ages izt at it
wall or board at

3ge P

+ The ZTV presented nere takes no acoount of ihe screening effects of vegetation or bUIdNgs.

Adaltional notes:

* Helght 1o Disce tp: 230m / 200m

2. Turbine positions could be subjectto
micro-sking (ypicaty up to SOm.

3. Direction given 3 bearing refathe to
el Nom BNGL

4. The number of turore biades ang
huos theareticall Vskie I coumted tom
the wiretrame In 36t of 3 and Ignores the

angtorestry.

5. This fgure Is produced in accardance.

(Type 4 Visusisatcn)

rgieKon
Balach Wind Farm
Public Exhibition
Beaulyv
WS I )
—

warsiie drawng.

Wirasarm vy suiner s a4 Gong - comene

= B e

\\\ll
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7+ Viewpoint Parameters

Lens:

0s referance: £251253, Nae1 407
Bl Grouna Level Erevation: 45m A0D
] camerateign: 1.5mAGL
Directon of view o sie centre™ s
Distance to nearest turbhe: 8325m
Numbar of bade tps theoretically wisibie®: 20
Number of hubs theoretically vishble*: 1
] oate anc tme ot viewpoint srotograpny: 20081202¢ @ 1355
camera: Sony A7

S0mm (Sony FE 50mm 1.2 GM)

Information on the limitations of visualisations:

of wind farms h: wer of
show exacty y
3 weather ¥ through time
and the resolution of the Image:
- Thel a the turbines and the
be 100% accurate:
. . or ficker or he
turbine biaces as tney move;
- The . bt
Visibity at ail locations;
+ Toform no: tne wina farm Images are best
Viewed at the viewpain location snown;
- Thel 91 be viewes by 820mm);

+ Youshoud

- ThezTv

Agaitional notss:
folowing parameters:

*Hub helght: 19m / 119m
*Rotor sameter: 162m

| *Helgnto Disce tp: 230m. 200m

micro-sitng Gypicaty up to SOm).

(Grid Nort (BNG).

W | 90° horizontal field of view ] 1-5blade tips may be visdle [N 11- 16 blade tips may be visible

N* | 53.5° horizontal field of view [[] 8- 10 blade tips may be visivie  [INNNIIT] 18- 20 blade tips may be visible

VP8 Kitarity USO3THER,S77INSPE-FO-8A.00C2S,_f3

ana sorestry.

with 2NH Visus! Resresenzascn of

engn
. Itviewing
wall or DOArd 3t an exhiItoN, you ShOLId Stand at am's length from the Image presented.
9 of vegetation or buldngs.

1 This fgure has oeen based on the
Turbine i3jout ie: LEALLACHO0S WEL

Clent
T —— rgieKon
3. Direction glven a3 bearing reathe to Baltach Wind Farm

Public Exhibition
4. The number of turone blades ang
s thecreticall v e Is couried om
the wretrame In 525 of 3 and gneres the )

Viewpoint 8:

Kiltarlity
5. This Squre s produced i accordance
1Wina Farms 2017 gugance and aiso
orosdly sccaras win e Lancacase
Insatutes Techeics: Guisance Note 613 May 2028

(Type 4 Visustsacar

[ —

B3 pane pwoams
121320714198 18111610617 155648 2 31

Wraine arswing.

| mararm by A4 satscnssram b mers A comeres 4 Apcaen 4 scserg

Viow fat at 8 comortatse ars length

= o Py " \\\I)
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Viewpoint Parameters

OS reference: [E245 754, N85S6 176
Ground Level Elevation: 26m ACD

Camera Heigh: 1.5m AGL

Direction of view o site centre” 196°

Distance to nearest turbne: 8.43em
Number of biage tps thearetically Wsibie’: s
Number of hubs theortically visibie* 2
Date and time of viewpolnt photography: 071112024 @ 10:00
Camera: Sony A7 1

2o du 2 D Lens: Somm (Sony FE S0mm 1.2 GM)

5y
VoA Ty

NG e &

T it = oc? Information on the limitations of visualisations

Visuallsations of wind farms have a number of Imitations Which you shouid be aware of when
using them o form a judgement on a wind farm proposal. These include:

+ Awisuallsation can never show exactly what the wind fam will Kook ke In reaity oue to
factors such as: iflerent ighting, weather and seasonal conaizons Which vary through time
and the resolution of the Image:

+ Tne Images provided give a reasanabie Impression of tne scale of the furbines and the
distance o the turbines, but can never be 100% accurate;

- Astate . or ficker of reflection from the sun on the
furbine biaces as they move;

+ The viewpoints liusirated are representative of views In the area. but cannot represent
Visibity at al kocations:

+ Toform the Impacts of the wina oest
viewed at the viewpoint location shown;

+ The Images must be printed at the rignt size to be viewed property (260mm by 820mm);

* You should holg the engtn. It ges ona
wall or Doard at an exhBItion, you shouid stand at amn's length from tne mage presented.

- Thezmv tak t of vegetation or bulldings.

‘Additional note
£ TS toi

g

et e i rgieKon

micro-stEng Rypicaty up to S0m).

@ 3. Drectongvenas beatnarsstvets | Batach Wind Farm
g Ll Public Exhibition
3 4. The number of urore bisdes ana
g s necretically vaiie s couried #om
g the wreframe in 22t ot 3 and gnares the ’
4 Viewpoint 9:
ang oty A835. Contin
7 5. This Squre 1 eroduced n accardance
S o ; jow [ 1-5 blade tips may be visible 11- 15 blade tips may be visible iin 2NH Visual Resresencaton of
Y7 | 90° horizontai field of view tips may s may be vick W Farms 2017 guidance and aisa WA 1D
i 53.5° horizontal field of view [ 8- 10 blade tips may be visile  [[INN] 18 - 20 blade tips may be visible broadly accards wn the Lancscase
Insthute’s Techeics: Guiisnce Note 615 | yyg, 2025
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Viewpoint Parameters
% OS reterence: E266 618, N847 518
| Ground Level Elevation: 29m AOD.
| Camera Heignt: 1.5m AGL

| Drecton ot view toste centre® 2690

Distance to nearest turbine: 21612m
Number of biace tips theoretically visibie’: 20

Number of hubs theoretically visile*: ”

| Date ana tme or viewpont photograpny: 171072024 @ 0845
{ camera Canon EOS 6D

Lers: S0mm (Canon EF S0mm /1.8)

Information on the limitations of visualisations:

wind nave ot

* Avisuallsation can never show exactly what the wind farm will look like In reality oue to
factors such as: GferentIGtng, weather and seasonal conGIZoNs WAICA vary through time
and the resolution of the image:

- Thel 3 tne scale of the
distance to the turbines, but can never be 100% accurate;

A
1urdine biaces as they move:

. lustrate views In the area,
Visiollty at 3l ocations;

Toform
Viewed at tne viewpoint location shown;

- Thel ign oy )

. the Images i ges ona
wall or Doard at an exnibliion, you shoud stand at amm's lengin from the Image presented.

+ The ZTV presented nece takes no account of the screening efiects of vegetaton or DUIANGS.

Addltional notes:

1. This figure nas been based on the
folowing parameters:

Turbine isyout fle: LBALLACHODS WEL
*Hub height: 148m . 115m

g LKCGATTS

Cilent

+ 3| *Rotor sameter: 162m
hoshioa e O -
I————— rgieKon

micro-sitng (ypicaty u to Som).

3. Direction given a3 bearing reative to ‘Baiach Wind Farm
GriaNarn ENGL Public Exhibition

4. The number o turane bindes ana
s tneceetialy vakie 1 couried #om
the wieframe insets of 3 3nd gnees the _
screering efiects ot any niervening omects | Viewpoint 22:

prope A9, Kessock Bridge

Dy

5. This figure s produced in accordance

[ | 90° horizontal field of view ] 1-5blade tips may be visble  [[IIIN] 11 - 15 blade tips may be visible 1Eh SNH Visus: Resresentation of

[ Wing Farms 2017 gulcance and sisa WS
| 53.5° horizontal field of view [[7] - 10biade tips may be visive [N 18- 20 blade tips may be visible broadly sccords whn e Langscspe
insstute's Tecreics Guissnce Note 645 | pyay 2028
(R i—
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Wietne arawing
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