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Infroduction

This Further Written Submission is prepared and provided in response to the
Further Procedure Notice issued by the Scottish Government on 10 September
2025, which invited further views on the matters to be taken into account in
Scottish Ministers' reconsideration of the Strath Oykel Wind Farm proposal by
1st November 2025.

As the applicant, we consider it essential that the following matters, as outlined
below are given further consideration in the redetermination of the proposed
development.

In considering the potential for any cumulative effects, we note that several
projects have been brought forward or consented since the Strath Oykel Wind
Farm application was submitted and first determined. We note that these
projects will have considered and assessed Strath Oykel (either in cumulative
assessments or as part of the consented baseline, depending on the date of
that project’s assessment) within their own assessments. In preparing this
response, we have had regard to regulation 5(4) of the Electricity Works
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 which states
that “with a view to avoiding duplication of assessments, account is to be
taken of the available results of other relevant assessments in preparing the EIA
report.”

We therefore consider that, as part of the Scofttish Ministers’ reconsideration of
Strath Oykel, it is appropriate to utilise the results of other relevant assessments
(i.e. EIA conclusions and considerations included within applications before the
Ministers for other wind farm proposals) to assist in reaching a reasoned
conclusion on the significant effects of Strath Oykel on the environment.

As part of this Further Written Submission, we have therefore sought to take
account of other relevant assessments, where appropriate, with a view to
avoiding duplication in considering what further views should be taken into
account by the Ministers’ in their reconsideration.

Transport Deliverability

The Reporters’ inquiry report expressed concern over the deliverability of the
route to site. It is typical of wind farm development that a finalised delivery
route is not assessed in full at the planning stage as it has the potential to
change. Various possible routes to site have been identified and would allow
the delivery of abnormal loads to site for the construction of the wind farm.

To give further comfort on the suitable routes to site, it is requested that there
should be an opportunity to demonstrate these potential routes, as is typical
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for this type of development, with the final route subject to a separate planning
application for any works required.

Routes to Site

2.3 Given the concerns raised by the Reporters around the deliverability of access
to site utilising a crossing over the River Oykel, it is proposed that details of
alternative routes are provided to demonstrate deliverability of alternative
routes which do not necessarily require the need for a new replacement bridge
crossing coming over the River Oykel.

2.4 It is proposed that as part of any further additional information to be submitted
to Ministers, the following routes would be considered:

1. Existing route via Lairg, Rosehall and across the River Oykel as set
out within the EIA.

2. New route via Lairg, Rosehall and Oykel Bridge.

3. Southernroute via Ardgay and through Forestry Land Scotland to
site.

2.5 As part of this, the route assessments would include swept path analysis
showing the proposed route and works required, as well as an ecological
walkover survey of the route corridors. Although this is not typically the way in
which access routes for wind farms are usually carried out, for the purposes of
demonstrating deliverability here, we would be content to provide such
information.

Cumulative Impact

2.6 With this further information proposed to be provided as set out above to show
the suitable routes to site, it is also proposed that these routes be assessed
taking into account other scoping and in planning wind farm developments
(including those which have come forward in the interim since the original
determination) to fully understand and assess the cumulative implications. This
would be presented in an updated Transport Assessment.

3. Landscape and Visual

3.1 Although there has been ‘no change’ to the proposed development and the
associated Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA), further
information on two additional alternative routes to site, and the previously
proposed route have been provided (described above) and an outline
appraisal of all three routes is noted below.

3.2 Additionally, since the original determination, new information has emerged in
respect of the aviation warning lights and there has been a change to the
cumulative baseline of other wind farm applications, submitted after the
proposed development.
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3.2 The existing proposed route to site via Lairg, Rosehall and across the River Oykel
was assessed within the EIA (Chapter 13 and Appendix 13.1). The works
identified were all temporary and minor in nature (including modifications to
street furniture, vegetation trimming, localised road widening (to 4.5m) and the
creation of a new access track crossing the River Oykel. None of these are
considered likely to result in significant landscape or visual effects, noting that
the mitigation works would be temporary unless retained for the wider public
good and to assist with The Highland Council's (the Council’'s) aims of
improving the wider road network.

Landscape and Visual Effects of AIL Route to site

3.3 An alternative Abnormal Indivisible Load (AlL) route via Lairg, Rosehall and
Ovykel Bridge, would overlap with the above route and extend further along
the A837 to cross over the River Oykel at the existing Oykel Bridge and then
confinue via a combination of existing roads / forestry tfracks and a new frack
across moorland / forestry. It is unlikely that this route would result in any
significant landscape or visual effects due to combinations of the temporary
and / or localised permanent works, the nature of ground-based construction
with limited cut and fill requirements and the degree to which hill fracks are not
uncharacteristic of this area. An assessment of a detailed route proposal for
this option is provided in Volume 2 of the Coille Beith Wind Farm EIA Report,
Chapter 4: Landscape and Visual, dated June 2025. 'No significant landscape
or visual effects are identified as a result of the construction, operation or
decommissioning phases of this development and it would be reasonable to
adopt this assessment for the proposed development.

3.4 A further alternative AL route, accessing the site from the west via Ardgay,
through Forestry Land Scotland would also follow existing minor roads and
tracks with one section of new connecting frack across moorland and forestry.
As with the other AL route options significant landscape or visual effects are
unlikely due to combinations of the temporary and / or localised permanent
works, the nature of ground-based construction with limited cut and fill
requirements and the degree to which hill fracks are not uncharacteristic of this
areq.

3.5 Although it is considered unlikely, should further additional information be
required, the LVIA would review each of these options (including swept path
analysis and confirmation of proposed construction works) and either confirm
or amend this initial assessment with the provision of further detail where
required.

Residential Amenity and Night-time Effects

3.6  The inquiry report dated 22 February 2024 (paragraphs 366-7) considered that
the “applicant has understated the impact of aviation lighting, which we
conclude would have a significant night-time visual effect, in particular on the
settlements of Rosehall and Altass.” The report also advised that the night-

https://www.energyconsents.scot/ApplicationDetails.aspx?cr=ECU00005173&T=5
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time effects of aviation warning lights would significantly affect the views from
residential properties. These conclusions differed from the advice of the LVIA
and were material to the planning balance and reporters recommendations
to Scottish Miniters.

In 2024 NatureScot produced new guidance on the assessment of aviation
warning lights (Guidance on Aviation Lighting Impact Assessment, 2024)
advising changes to the assessment approach. The new guidance does not
support the Reporters’ considerations of significant effects on the settlements
at Rosehall and Atlas and individual residential properties for the following
reasons.

e The new guidance advises in respect of settlements - “Lower susceptibility
due to existing light sources (street lights, sky glow, property lights etc).
Although potentially numerous, it is likely that suscepfibility is lower
because of reduced susceptibility on account of baseline lighting, and
therefore effects from aviation lighting less significant.” The LVIA had
assessed the sensitivity of all settlements and residential properties as
‘High’ on a precautionary basis. Following the new guidance the effects
of some albeit limited light sources in and around settlements and
residential properties would have reduced their susceptibility from ‘High’
and as a result the overall sensitivity of these receptors would have been
reduced in comparison to the previous assessment.

¢ The new guidance also recognises the mitigating effect of automatic

dimming of aviation warning lights to 10% of peak intensity when visibility
exceeds 5km. Where this mitigation is proposed (as in this case) the new
guidance notes this would be occur for 90-95% of the time and advises
that photomontages should only illustrate the reduced 200 cd intensity
rather than 2000 cd intensity. Further the guidance adyvises the reduced
200 cd intensity should be reflected in the assessment where (as in this
case) this mitigation is proposed. The previous assessment accounted for
and illustrated brighter light intensity (2000 cd) in addition to the 200cd.

e The new guidance advises that vertical directional intensity mitigation
could also give rise to reduced lighting intensities depending on the
viewpoint location and a ‘lighting intensity ZTV'. The effects of this are
illustrated in EIA Figure 6.4.Cb which demonstrates that receptors at
Rosehill and all of the individual residential properties included in the
residential visual amenity assessment would benefit from this mitigation.

Taken together the new guidance does not support the claim of under
assessment. Rather this information supports the previous night-time
assessment (EIA Appendix 6.4) that the effects experienced by residents
would not be significant and also indicates that the sensitivity of these
receptors was over-assessed when compared to the new guidance.

During the inquiry the Reporters were also advised of the existing Longhill Burn
Wind Farm in West Lothian which is one of the few existing wind farms with
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visible aviation waring lights installed. Subsequently the aviation warning lights
at Longhill Burn Wind Farm were found to be operating incorrectly (not set to
automatic dimming). Had the reporter observed these lights they would have
been left with the impression of a much brighter light operation than
proposed for the Strath Oykel Wind Farm.

Cumulative Impact

3.9  Since the previous LVIA there has been a change to the cumulative baseline
inrespect of newly consented development and other wind farm applications.
Cumulative wind farm development beyond 10km distance from the proposed
development is unlikely to contribute to significant cumulative effects and this
review has therefore considered changes to the baseline within 10km of the
proposed development as follows:

e Existing wind farms include Rosehall and Achany (no change);
¢ Consented windfarms include Meall Buidhe and Achany Extension; and
e Other wind farm applications now include Allt an Tuir and Coille Beith.

3.10 There would be no change to the previous cumulative LVIA in respect of
existing wind farms and both the Meall Buidhe and Achany Extension schemes
which have now been consented were assessed in the previous LVIA as
applications.

3.10 The new wind farm applications (Allt an Tuir and Coille Beith) fall ‘behind’ the
proposed development and as such their associated EIA Reports and
cumulative LVIAs have taken account of other cumulative development
(existing, consented and other applications) that pre-date them. This includes
Strath Oykel. In a similar vein the proposed development should not be
assessed against other wind farm applications that have been submitted later
and a practical cut-off date is required.

3.11  The cumulative assessment for Allt an Tuir is reported in Volume 1 of the Allt an
Tuir Renewable Energy Park: EIA Report, Chapter 5. It did not assess the effects
of the Coille Beith application, which was then at a pre-application stage. Allt
an Tuir is proposed on the opposite side of Strath Oykel and would be
experienced sequentially in combination with the proposed development.

3.12 The Coille Beith application is located adjacent to the proposed development
and a revised cumulative assessment (including all of the above wind farm
developments) is provided in Volume 2 of the Coille Beith Wind Farm EIA Report,
Chapter 4. Landscape and Visual, dated June 2025. Notably the revised
cumulative assessment reports that Coille Beith is “set back behind and forms
a continuation of the consented Strath Oykel and Meall Buidhe arrays. This
arrangement concentrates the geographical distribution of wind energy within
a defined cluster alignment and prevents the dispersal of wind energy into
areas that are more sensitive.” In this sense the cumulative effects of Coille Beith
‘in addition’ fo and ‘in combination’ with the proposed development do not
change significantly due to their close proximity.
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In summary the revised cumulative assessments from both Allt an Tuir and Coille
Beith report on the main receptors as follows:

e 135 Rounded Hills LCA — The previous assessment reported a significant
affect on this LCA which would also be significantly affected by Coille Beith
and Allt an Tuir.

e 142 Strath LCA - — The previous assessment reported a significant affect on
this LCA which would also be significantly affected by Coille Beith and Allt
an Tuir.

e Rosehall - Coille Beith would not add further to significant effects assessed
as aresult of the proposed development and the Allt an Tuir application.

e A837 - The previous assessment reported a significant effect on this LCA
which would also be significantly affected by Coille Beith and Allt an Tuir.

e Minor road Atlas (C1074) - The previous assessment reported a significant
affect on this road which would also be significantly affected by Coille
Beith and Allt an Tuir.

All of the above cumulative effects remain localised and affect the same
receptors. The combined effects of Allt an Tuir and the proposed development
would be experienced sequentially, on opposite sides of the strath. The
combined effects of Coille Beith and the proposed development would
overlap with each other due to their close proximity, tending to appear as one
group of wind farm development.

Wind farms at scoping / pre-application stage (Inverscassley, Achany Extension
Variation, Inveroykel and Fionn) are not included in cumulative LVIA to accord
with the Scofttish Natural Heritage, Guidance: Assessing the Cumulative
Landscape and Visual Impacts of Onshore Wind Energy Developments, March
2021.

Ecology and Ornithology

Following the completion of a further walkover survey in 2025, it is evident that
the baseline condition of the site remains the same. Signs of both otter and
pine marten were recorded consistent with the original baseline findings. Water
vole evidence was not recorded; however suitable habitat remains present
and neighbouring developments had recorded evidence of the species. As
such, it is considered that the original outcomes of the EIA would remain the
same and that following the mitigation suggested in the EIAR, no significant
impacts on ecological receptors would be predicted.

Neighbouring developments recorded no significant impacts on ornithological
receptors, individually or cumulatively. Similar species (including golden eagle,
white-tailed eagle, hen harrier) were considered as sensitive features within
neighbouring developments consistent with the findings from the original Strath
Oykel baseline.

This suggests species presence in the wider area has remained consistent and
as such it is considered that the original outcomes of the EIA would remain the
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same and that following the mitigation suggested in the EIAR, as set out and
agreed within the original list of conditions, no significant impacts on ecological
receptors would be predicted.

Noise

It is accepted that since the original EIAR was prepared in 2022, there have
been other schemes which have come forwards in to scoping and planning
nearby.

The finds of the EIAR for Strath Oykel Wind Farm concluded that there would be
no significant impacts on residential amenity as a result of the wind farm. The
baseline assessments and methodologies remain robust, and the core findings
are still valid.

Noise was not an issue raised within the reporters report and therefore was not
cited as areason for refusal. Whilst other schemes have been brought forwards
since the application was submitted which alter the cumulative baseline, these
applications and scoping documents have included Strath Oykel in the
cumulative noise assessments for Coille Beith and Allt An Tuir and listed in the
cumulative project tables for the scoping reports of Inveroykel, Invercassely,
and Braelangwell.

Taking the above into account and in line with Regulation 5(4) of the Electricity
Works EIA Regulations, it would not be necessary to provide any further noise
information as these assessments conclude that the cumulative position would
not exceed limits.

Cultural Heritage

It is not proposed that anything further is required in relation to cultural
heritage impacts of the proposed development.

The findings of the EIAR remain the same, and it can be taken from the
neighbouring Coille Beith Wind Farm (ECU0O0005173) assessment on heritage
impacts, and the ‘no objection’ position from Historic Environment Scotland
(25 August 2025) that there would be no impact upon heritage assets.

Hydrogeology

It is not proposed that any further information would be necessary in relation
to hydrology and peat as part of any additional submission.

With no changes proposed to the layout of the wind farm from that previously
shown, there would be no change to that previously assessed within the
findings of the original EIAR.
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7.3  The conditions applied to the original decision on peat, hydrology and
mitigation measures as agreed with SEPA would still be applicable.

8. Conclusion

8.1 To conclude there are a number of matters for reconsideration as follows:

e There are three alternative AlL route options to site, none of which are likely
to result in significant landscape and visual effects.

¢ New guidance on the landscape and visual assessment of aviation
warning lights identifies residents in settlements as of low susceptibility and
supports mitigation measures included in the previous assessment. This
guidance may have altered the Reporters’ recommendations to Scottish
Miniters.

e There would be no change to the level of effect and significance identified
in the previous cumulative LVIA in relation to existing and consented wind
farms (including Meall Buidhe and Achany Extension which have now been
consented).

e Both of the new wind farm applications (Allt an Tuir and Coille Beith) fall
‘behind’ the proposed development and their assessments indicate
localised significant cumulative effects that would affect the same
receptors also assessed as significant in the previous cumulative LVIA.

8.2 It is therefore requested that as part of the request for further information, the
above matters can be provided to Scottish Ministers as part of the
redetermination of the proposed development at Strath Oykel.
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Regarding application ECLUI00003246 / Strath Oyked, | am writing to request the following information:

Transpart Deliverabiity:

Section 2 of Energiekontor UK's submission dated 31 Octaber 2025 outlines your proposals for providing an updated transport assessment, including updated cumulative implications. Please can you do so. Can
zm:ﬂq:@muuumwmmmmmmmmum.:w«mmm.mmumummm Is your preferred aption and oulline the

Landscape and Visual:
Saction 3 of Energiekontor UK's submission dated 31 October 2025 outlines your proposals. However we request a fully updated cumulative LVIA reflecting all operational, under-consiruction, consented, in
planning, and scoped schemes. Updated night-time aviation lighting modelling using 2024 NatureScot guidance should also be provided.

Regards

James
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TECHNICAL APPENDIX 6.2
VIEWPOINT ANALYSIS

Introduction

1.1 The viewpoint analysis is used to assist the design and further define the scope of the assessment
process. In particular, the outer distance from the proposed development, within which significant
effects may be likely has been identified. This has been used to focus the baseline information and
detailed reporting of the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) in Chapter 6: Landscape
and Visual.

Viewpoint and Cumulative Viewpoint Analysis

1.2 The viewpoint analysis has been conducted from 13 viewpoint locations as illustrated in Figures 6.19
- 6.31.

1.3 Cumulative wind farm development that would be visible within the 45km study area has been
illustrated in the wirelines.

GEOGRAPHICAL EXTENT OF LIKELY SIGNIFICANT VISUAL EFFECTS

1.4 The outer distance from the proposed development, within which significant effects may be likely,
has been identified by the viewpoint analysis of the proposed development. Further, cumulative
viewpoint analysis has identified a likely threshold for significant cumulative visual effects that would
result from the proposed development, in addition to, or in combination with other existing and
consented wind energy developments and applications.

POTENTIAL FOR SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS: PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

1.5 The blade tip ZTV for the proposed development is illustrated in Figures 6.2, 6.4-6 and presents a
limited pattern of ZTV coverage within the 45km Study Area. Theoretical visibility indicated by the
ZTV is mostly limited to scattered areas within 10-15km of the proposed development mainly to the
north and east and isolated hill tops / slopes and upland areas beyond this. As such the proposed
development has a low ZTV coverage as follows:

¥ Total ZTV (to blade tip) coverage accounts for 9.68% of the Study Area; and
¥  Total ZTV (to hub height) coverage accounts for 6.74% of the Study Area.
1.6 These percentages would further reduce if forested areas were excluded.

1.7 The viewpoint analysis indicates that significant visual effects are likely to affect limited locations
within approximately 9.4km distance from the proposed development, mainly to the north and east,
as indicated by viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 and 8. There has been no change to this assessment, which
aligns with the PI Report (paragraphs 51-92).

1.8 The effects on all six viewpoints would also be cumulative and further cumulative analysis is
provided below. There would be no significant visual effects from the west, south-west, south and
south-east of the proposed development.

POTENTIAL FOR SIGNIFICANT CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

1.9 Allowing for the current baseline of existing and consented wind farm development, five of the
assessment viewpoints would be significantly affected by views of other existing and consented wind
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1.10

farms within approximately 9.4km distance from the proposed development (viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 5,
and 7). The main contributors are the existing Achany and Rosehall wind farms and the consented
Meall Buidhe and Viewpoint 11 would also be significantly affected, although the cumulative effects
would result from Lairg, Lairg Il + Garvary wind farms and not the proposed development.
Viewpoints 4, 8 and 9 would have no cumulative effects.

Allowing for the updated cumulative baseline, six of the assessment viewpoints would be
significantly affected, all within approximately 9.4km distance from the proposed development
(viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, and 8). The main contributors in addition to the proposed development are
the Inveroykel and Collie Beith applications. Notably, the proposed development and the Inveroykel
application would affect a wider combined field of view, increasing the significant cumulative effects
of the proposed development for six of the eight viewpoints within 9.4km (viewpoints 2, 3, 5, 6, 7,
and 8). Conversely the proposed development tends to overlap with the Collie Beith application
curtailing cumulative effects from five of the viewpoints within 9.4km (viewpoints 2, 3, 5, 7, and 8)
although there would be an increase in the significant cumulative effect at viewpoint 1.

Viewpoints 4, 6, 9 11, 12 and 13 would also be significantly affected, although the cumulative effects
would result from other wind farm applications and not the proposed development.

Importantly these levels of effect are indicative of a visual effect on a particular viewpoint location,
and they should not be assumed to translate into visual effects on the overall visual experience, as
each of the viewpoints have been specifically located where the sensitivity of the receptor and / or
the views of the proposed development would be greatest. In this sense they are not always typical
or representative.

POTENTIAL THRESHOLD FOR SIGNIFICANT NIGHT-TIME VISUAL EFFECTS

1.13

A night-time assessment of the effects of the aviation warning lights is provided in Technical
Appendix 6.4 and supported by Figures 6.4.A — 6.4.J.

INTERPRETATION OF VIEWPOINT ANALYSIS SUMMARY TABLES

1.14

The information set out in Table 6.2.1 provides a summary of the viewpoint analysis of the effects of
the proposed development on an independent or ‘standalone’ basis. This part of the assessment
helps to define the contribution the proposed development would make to any subsequent
cumulative assessments (in addition to or in combination with other wind farms). It is also relevant to
the latter half of the operational period for the proposed development, when the consented periods of
operation for other wind farms would expire and they would be decommissioned, assuming no
extensions to the operating periods or re-powering schemes are granted.

Table 6.2.1 also provides a summary of the cumulative viewpoint analysis and sets out the effects of
proposed development ‘in addition’ to and ‘in combination’ with other existing, consented and
application wind energy developments in accordance with the methodology in Technical Appendix
6.1 as follows:

¥ Proposed development: Assessed on an individual basis (the LVIA)

This part of the assessment may take account of other existing forms of wind farm development that may
be present in the landscape, whilst recognising that their influence on landscape character is likely to be
time limited. It does not consider the additional or combined cumulative effects and only reports on the
effect of the proposed development alone

¥ Scenario 1: Existing + Consented + the proposed development

The additional and combined cumulative effects of the baseline, including the existing and consented
wind energy developments with the proposed development are reported.
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¥ Scenario 2: Existing + Consented + Applications + the proposed development

The additional and combined cumulative effects of the baseline, including existing and consented wind
energy developments and applications, with the proposed development are reported.

1.16  The summary tables list the names of the viewpoints and include the following information:

" Viewpoint Analysis:

Distance: Distance of the viewpoint location from the nearest turbine within the proposed
development;

Sensitivity: The sensitivity of the viewer at the viewpoint location is recorded (ranging from
High, Medium, Low, and Very Low) in accordance with the methodology in Technical
Appendix 6.1;

Magnitude: The magnitude of change, taking account of the proposed development only is
recorded (ranging from High, High — Medium, Medium, Medium — Low, Low, Low — Very
Low, Very Low, and Zero) in accordance with the methodology;

Level of Effect: The level of visual effect for the proposed development only is recorded
and takes account of the sensitivity and magnitude in accordance with the methodology.

®  Cumulative Viewpoint Analysis:

Magnitude (Existing and Consented wind farms): The magnitude of change, taking account
of other existing and consented / under construction wind farms that may be visible is
recorded (ranging from High, High — Medium, Medium, Medium — Low, Low, Low — Very
Low, Very Low, and Zero) in accordance with the methodology;

Additional Level of Effect: The additional effect of adding the proposed development to the
existing and consented baseline in Cumulative Scenario 1 is provided;

Cumulative Scenario 1: The level of visual effect, taking account of the other existing,
consented / under construction wind farms and the proposed development, is recorded
(taking account of the sensitivity and magnitude in accordance with the methodology).
Those levels of effect shown in bold relate to significant effects in accordance with the
relevant EIA Regulations and the developments contributing most to the cumulative effects
are recorded in brackets;

Magnitude (Other Wind Farm Applications): The magnitude of change, taking account of
other wind farm applications (and one pre-planning application) that may be visible on the
wireline is recorded (ranging from High, High — Medium, Medium, Medium — Low, Low,
Low — Very Low, Very Low, and Zero) in accordance with the methodology;

Additional Level of Effect: The additional effect of adding the proposed development to the
existing and consented baseline and other wind farm applications in Cumulative Scenario 2
is provided; and

Cumulative Scenario 2: The level of visual effect, taking account of the other existing,
consented / under construction, application wind farms (and one pre-planning application)
and the proposed development, is recorded (taking account of the sensitivity and
magnitude in accordance with the methodology). Those levels of effect shown in bold
relate to significant effects in accordance with the relevant EIA Regulations and the
developments contributing most to the cumulative effects are recorded in brackets.

Sunlight and Weather Conditions

1.17  Changing weather patterns and local climatic conditions would influence the visibility of the proposed
development which would vary from periods of low visibility (fog, low cloud, and bright sunny
conditions that are accompanied by haze generated by temperature inversions) as well as periods of
high visibility in clear weather. In some instances, the proposed development may appear ‘back-lit’
(e.g. appearing darker in colour during sunset/sunrise and periods of pale or white blanket cloud)
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and in other circumstances may appear to be ‘up-lit’ (e.g. during stormy periods that combine dark
clouds and bright sunshine).

All of the viewpoint analysis and assessment has assumed conditions of good weather and clear
visibility.
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Table 6.2.1 Summary of Cumulative Viewpoint Analysis

Viewpoint No. and

Level of Effect

Cumulative Viewpoint Analysis: proposed development (PD) and other wind farms

[0
Title < | forthe ) " i ) » :
2% | proposed Magnitude  Additional ~ Scenario 1: Magnitude Additional ~ Scenario 2:
8 % | development | (Existing ETE|Cl Combined Level of (Applications ~ Level of Combined Level of Effect
E % (PD): and Effect (PD)  Effect ) Effect (PD)
m ~
S Q8 Consented)
1. A837 near 2,137 Substantial /| | Low Substantial | Substantial / High Substantial | Substantial / Moderate
Tuiteam Moderate / Moderate | Moderate (PD) | Moderate | (Collie Beith, Inveroykel +
PD)
2. Rosehall 3,722 Substantial to | Medium Substantial | Substantial to High to Substantial | Substantial to Substantial /
Substantial / to Substantial / Medium to Moderate (Meall Buidhe,
Moderate Substantial | Moderate Substantial | Inveroykel + PD)
/ Moderate (Meall Buidhe + PD) I Moderate
3. Altass 4,867 Substantial Medium Substantial | Substantial (Achany High Substantial | Substantial
Rosehall, Meall (Achany, Rosehall, Meall
Buidhe + PD) Buidhe, Inveroykel + PD)
4. A837 Oykel 5,346 Moderate to Zero No cumulative effect High to Moderate Substantial to Substantial /
Bridge Minor Medium to Minor Moderate (Collie Beith)
5. Achnahanat 5,828 | Substantial/ | Medium - Substantial | Substantial / High Substantial | Substantial
Moderate Low | Moderate | Moderate | Moderate (Achany, Rosehall, Garvary,
(Achany, Rosehall, Inveroykel + PD)
Garvary + PD)
6. Carn a'Choin 7,207 | Negligible Medium Negligible | Moderate Medium Negligible | Moderate
Deirg (Meall Buidhe) (Inveroykel + Meall Buidhe)
7. A839 Rosehall - 7,154 Moderate Medium - Moderate Moderate (PD) High - Moderate Substantial / Moderate
Lairg Low Medium (Inveroykel + PD)
8. A837 Linsidemore | 9,407 Moderate Low Moderate Moderate (PD) High - Moderate Substantial / Moderate
Medium (Inveroykel + PD)
9. A837 Loch 12,340 | Minor Very Low Minor Minor Medium Minor Moderate (Collie Beith)
Craggie
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Viewpoint No. and

Level of Effect

Cumulative Viewpoint Analysis: proposed development (PD) and other wind farms

[0}
Title £ | forthe ) - i i " )
o g proposed Magnitude  Additional Scenario 1: Magnitude Additional Scenario 2:
8 = | development | (Existing Level of Combined Level of (Applications ~ Leve! of Combined Level of Effect
§ g (PD) and Effect (PD) Effect ) Effect (PD)
2 S
50 Consented)
10. A836 north of 12,494 | Negligible Low — Very | Negligible Negligible Medium - Negligible Moderate (Inveroykel)
Invershin Low Low
11. Lairg Torroble 14,933 | Moderate High — Moderate Substantial (Lairg, Medium - Moderate Substantial
Medium Lairg Il + Garvary) Low (Lairg, Lairg Il, Garvary +
Inveroykel)
12. Carn Chuinneag | 15,171 | Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Low Moderate Moderate
(Meall Buidhe, Collie Beith +
Inveroykel)
13. Ben More 24,152 | Moderate Very Low Moderate Moderate Medium - Moderate Substantial / Moderate
Assynt Low (Sallachy + Ext + Collie

Linne)

Note: Significant effects are indicated in bold text.
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Table 6.2.2 Viewpoint Analysis

Figure 6.19a-g
/ h-m

Viewpoint 1: A837 near Tuiteam
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of
Change
(proposed
development
only)

This viewpoint is located at an informal layby on the A837 approximately 4km west of
Rosehall and Invercassley, viewing south / south-east and perpendicular from the road
towards the proposed development. The nearest turbine is Turbine 11 at 2,137m
distance. The viewpoint is located on a slightly elevated section of the road as it
descends east towards the strath floor and is generally representative of the open views
south, across Strath Oykel and the River Oykel from this section of the road, where
there are gaps in roadside trees and vegetation. Elsewhere along the road, the route is
often screened by intervening trees. A more detailed sequential assessment of this route
is illustrated in Figure 6.18a-h and reported in Chapter 6.

The view south / south-east is an oblique view across Strath Oykel, rather than more
typically viewing along its length, in the direction of travel. The low-lying area of the
Strath is clearly visible as a river valley (River Oykel) with pastoral fields, some arable
and ribbons of deciduous woodland and trees growing along the river banks and the
roadside. Higher up, along the sides to the Strath there is rough pasture with sporadic
groups of trees and woodland restricted to the gullies and rocky outcrops. Large swaths
of coniferous forestry clad the upper slopes of the strath and beyond interspersed with
open moorland along the simple, smooth horizon. Man-made elements in the view
include telegraph poles, minor road across the strath, telecommunication masts,
agricultural fields, outbuildings and coniferous forestry.

The viewpoint is not within an area designated for its scenic qualities or views, although
the general scenic quality of Strath Oykel is noted and the value of the view is therefore
considered to be High to Medium. The view would be experienced by road-users
(mostly drivers) travelling along the A837 at speed and viewing or focused on the views
along the Strath, rather than completely perpendicular to the road. Therefore, the
susceptibility to change is assessed as Medium. The overall sensitivity is assessed as
Medium.

Whilst in Operation:

All of the proposed turbines would be visible beyond the strath and on the skyline of the
view affecting approximately 42° of the horizontal Field of View (FoV). The bases and
lower end of all the turbines (except T3 and T6) would be partially screened by landform
and / or coniferous forestry (subject to further felling). Even if this forestry is felled,
recently planted forestry (2021) in front of T3, T4, T6 and T7, as part of the Forest
Design Plan, would gradually increase screening in this direction over time as it matures
during the lifetime of the proposed development. When forestry is felled in front of the
remaining turbines, new forestry would be planted after no more than two years
following felling, and this would gradually screen the lower parts of the turbines through
the lifetime of the proposed development. The turbines would appear as a simple and
cohesive linear group against the sky with four turbines partially backclothed by the
rising hills and forestry. Figure 6.19e-g lllustrates the felling pattern and partial felling in
accordance with the Forest Design Plan and any additional landscape changes would
be as indicated in the photomontage. The magnitude of change would be High (with or
without forestry).

Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:

Ground based construction activities would be visible around T3 and T6 due to forestry
felling prior to construction and a crane would be visible during periods of construction
and decommissioning. The magnitude of change would range from Zero to High.

Assessment
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Sensitivity Medium
Magnitude High

Level of Effect | Substantial / Moderate and Significant
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Figure 6.19a-g
/ h-m

Viewpoint 1: A837 near Tuiteam
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and negative.

Cumulative Assessment:

(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location).

Cumulative Existing Wind Farms: N/A - There are no existing wind farms visible from this location.
Magnitude Consented Wind Farms: Low
Two hubs and two blades of Meall Buidhe would be visible behind the proposed
development at a distance of approximately 4.9km (Low magnitude). A blade tip of Lairg
Il would be theoretically visible to the east at approximately 16.8km distance (Very Low
magnitude). Garvary would be visible mostly as hubs and blades at approximately 16km
distance (Low magnitude).
Other Wind Farm Applications: High
The Collie Beith application would be visible to the right of the proposed development
(High magnitude) and the Inveroykel application would be visible beyond the proposed
development (Medium magnitude). The overall cumulative magnitude of change for
other wind farms would be High.
Scenario 1: Additional High Additional Substantial / Moderate and Significant
Existing + Magnitude: effect:
Consented ; ; ; .
wind farms and | Combined High Combined | Substantial / Moderate and Significant
the proposed Magnitude: effect: (due to the proposed development)
development
Scenario 2: Additional High Additional Substantial / Moderate and Significant
Existing + Magnitude: effect:
Consented + } } } —
Application Combined High Combined | Substantial / Moderate and Significant
wind farms and | Magnitude: effect: (due to Collie Beith, Inveroykel and the
the proposed proposed development)
development

Type of Effect

Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and negative.
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Figure 6.20a-g
/ h-m

Viewpoint 2: Rosehall
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of
Change
(proposed
development
only)

This viewpoint is located on the bridge over the River Cassley along the A837 at the
northern edge of Rosehall. The view would be experienced by road users travelling west
/ south through the settlement. The viewpoint is also representative of the general views
west towards the Proposed Development from the settlement of Rosehall. The nearest
turbine is Turbine 8 at 3,722m distance. The view is oriented south-west across the
River Cassley in the foreground and Strath Oykel beyond. Midground deciduous and
coniferous trees filter the views in this direction and are a feature of the settlement
occurring along the waterbodies, roadsides and in residential gardens. Several
residential properties are visible in gaps between the midground trees and denote the
presence of the settlement. Beyond the settlement, the distant rising landform of Beinn
Ulbhaidh (496m AOD) forms the southern edge of the strath. A large band of coniferous
forestry clads the lower slopes of this rising landform and open moorland is visible
beyond this forming a simple horizon. To the right of the view, the low-lying summit of
Sron na Croiche (186m AOD) forms part of the northern edge of the strath and screens
further views west along the strath. Man-made elements in the view include the bridge,
road, residential properties, telegraph poles and streetlights.

The viewpoint is not located within a designated landscape, although the general scenic
quality of Strath Oykel is noted and the value of the view is therefore considered to be
High to Medium. The view would be largely experienced by road users using the A837
whose attention is likely to be on the road ahead, as well as local residents. Therefore,
susceptibility to change is assessed as High (residents) to Medium (road users) and the
overall sensitivity is assessed as High (residents) to Medium (road users).

Whilst in Operation:

All of the proposed turbines would be visible beyond the strath affecting approximately
24° of the horizontal FoV. Views of the turbines would, however, be filtered by
midground coniferous and deciduous trees and partially screened by buildings and
landform such that the turbines would be largely visible at hub height (with filtered views
of the upper towers visible in the winter months). The turbines would appear as a simple
and cohesive linear group, partially backclothed by the slopes of Beinn Ulbhaidh with
blades and hubs appearing against the sky. Figure 6.20e-g lllustrates the felling pattern
and partial felling in accordance with the Forest Design Plan and any additional
landscape changes would be limited as indicated in the photomontage. The magnitude
of change would be High — Medium (with or without forestry).

Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:

Ground based construction activities are unlikely to be visible from this location due to
intervening screening from vegetation and buildings. A crane would, however, be visible
during periods of construction and decommissioning. The magnitude of change would
range from Zero to High - Medium.

Assessment

Sensitivity High (residents)
Medium (road users)

Magnitude High - Medium

Level of Effect | Substantial and Significant (residents)
Substantial / Moderate and Significant (road users)

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and negative.
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Figure 6.20a-g
/ h-m

Viewpoint 2: Rosehall
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Cumulative Assessment:

(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location).

Cumulative Existing Wind Farms: Low

Magnitude Blades and hubs of Rosehall and Achany are visible on the skyline to the north-east
(subject to intervening forestry and tree cover) at distances of approximately 2.4km and
4.3km respectively (Low magnitude).
Consented Wind Farms: Medium
Meall Buidhe would be visible to the left of the proposed development at approximately
5.9km distance (Medium magnitude). Achany Extension would be visible as hubs and
blades approximately 4.6km distance to the north (Low magnitude). Other Wind Farm
Applications: High - Medium
The Inveroykel application would be visible adjacent to the proposed development (High
- Medium magnitude, partially screened by trees) and the Collie Beith application would
be visible to the right and beyond the proposed development (Low magnitude) and the
Achany Extension Variation would be visible as hubs and blades approximately 4.6km
distance to the north (Low magnitude).
The overall cumulative magnitude of change for other wind farms would be High to
Medium.

Scenario 1: Additional Medium Additional Substantial and Significant (residents)

Existing + Magnitude: effect: Substantial / Moderate and Significant (road

Consented users)

wind farms and

the proposed Combined High - Combined | As above due to Meall Buidhe and the

development Magnitude: Medium effect: proposed development

Scenario 2: Additional Medium Additional Substantial and Significant (residents)

Existing + Magnitude: effect: Substantial / Moderate and Significant (road

Consented + users)

Application

wind farms and | Combined High - Combined | As above due to Meall Buidhe, Inveroykel

the proposed Magnitude: Medium effect: and the proposed development

development

Type of Effect

Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and negative.
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Figure 6.21a-g
/ h-m

Viewpoint 3: Altass
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of
Change
(proposed
development
only)

This viewpoint is located at a passing place on a minor road above the Kyle of
Sutherland within the scattered settlement of Altass. The viewpoint is illustrative of the
greatest likely visual effect from an open stretch of the road viewing south-west, across
the Kyle of Sutherland towards the proposed development. Elsewhere along the road,
the view is often screened by intervening trees and woodland. The nearest turbine is
Turbine 8 at 4,867m distance. The view south-west extends across the Kyle of
Sutherland (the water of which is not visible) and views a mixture of rough pasture,
trees, woodland, with large swathes of coniferous forestry and open moorland visible
beyond. Scattered residential properties are visible along the minor road to the right of
the view and the derelict cottages and farm buildings at Birchfield are visible to the left of
the view on the rising landform in the mid-distance. The minor hill summit of Beinn
Ulbhaidh is visible on the simple horizon. Man-made elements in the view include the
road, residential properties, telegraph poles, post and wire fencing and coniferous
forestry.

The viewpoint is not within an area designated for its scenic qualities or views, although
the general scenic quality of the area is noted and the value of the view is therefore
considered to be High to Medium. The view would be experienced mainly by residents
(Altass) and road-users although a number of walkers, and tourists would also
experience the view and are likely to be of High visual susceptibility to change. The
overall sensitivity is assessed as High.

Whilst in Operation:

There would be visibility all the proposed turbines beyond the strath and to the right of
Beinn Ulbhaidh affecting approximately 13° of the horizontal FoV. The bases of the
turbines would be screened by intervening landform and forestry (subject to felling). The
turbines would appear as a simple and cohesive group, with the hubs and upper towers
visible on the skyline and would be framed by the settlement of Altass and rising
landform to the right and Beinn Ulbhaidh and adjacent hills to the left of the view. The
proposed turbines would appear reasonably well accommodated in this landscape
setting, particularly considering the wide horizontal (180°) and vertical extent of the
receiving landscape and views. . Figure 6.21e-g lllustrates the felling pattern and partial
felling in accordance with the Forest Design Plan and any additional landscape changes
would be limited as indicated in the photomontage. The magnitude of change would be
High — Medium (with or without forestry).

Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:

Ground based construction activities are unlikely to be visible from this location due to
intervening screening from forestry (subject to felling). A crane would, however, be
visible during periods of construction and decommissioning. The magnitude of change
would range from Zero to High - Medium.

Assessment

Sensitivity High
Magnitude High - Medium
Level of Effect | Substantial and Significant

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and negative.
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Figure 6.21a-g
/ h-m

Viewpoint 3: Altass
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Cumulative Assessment:

(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location).

Cumulative Existing Wind Farms: Medium

Magnitude Achany and Rosehall (both Medium magnitude) are visible on the horizon to the north at
3.5km distance, appearing beyond the hill and partly screened by landform. Achany and
Rosehall would appear visible in opposite directions to the proposed development,
although their combined visibility would not be overwhelming or dominant, with both
wind farms appearing of an appropriate scale relative to the landscape and wide views.
Consented Wind Farms: Medium
Meall Buidhe would be visible along the ridgeline to the left of the proposed development
at approximately 6.5km distance (Medium magnitude). The blade tips of Achany
Extension would be visible to the north beyond Achany and Rosehall (Very Low
magnitude). Other Wind Farm Applications: High
The Inveroykel application would be visible, appearing dominant across the valley and
adjacent to the proposed development (High magnitude) and the Collie Beith application
would be visible beyond the proposed development (Low magnitude) and the Achany
Extension Variation would be visible as blades to the north beyond Achany and Rosehall
(Very Low magnitude).
The overall cumulative magnitude of change for other wind farms would be High.

Scenario 1: Additional Medium Additional Substantial and Significant

Existing + Magnitude: effect:

Consented i i i —

wind farms and | Combined High - Combined | Substantial and Significant (due to Achany,

the proposed Magnitude: Medium effect: Rosehall, Meall Buidhe and the proposed

development development)

Scenario 2: Additional High Additional Substantial and Significant

Existing + Magnitude: effect:

Consented +

Application Combined High Combined | Substantial and Significant (due to

wind farms and | Magnitude: effect: Inveroykel, Achany, Rosehall, Meall Buidhe

the proposed and the proposed development)

development

Type of Effect

Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and negative.
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Figure 6.22a-e
/ f-i

Viewpoint 4: A837 Oykel Bridge
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of

This viewpoint is located at a grass verge on the A837 adjacent to the Oykel Bridge
hotel and before the road crosses the River Oykel at a narrow part of the strath. The
viewpoint is illustrative of the visual effect from this location within Strath Oykel, and also
forms part of a sequential assessment of the A837 within Strath Oykel which
demonstrates the range of visibility likely to be experienced by users of the A837 and
along the strath. The nearest turbine is Turbine 7 at 5,346m distance. The view is
orientated south-east in the direction of travel towards the rising landform / low-lying hill
(Cathair Thurnaig (82m AOD)) beyond Oykel Bridge which forms the northern flank of
the strath. The narrow strath widens to the right of Cathair Thurnaig and a more distant
hill (Beinn Chreagach (222m AOD)) forms the skyline of the view beyond. Views in this
direction are generally channelled by the road to the left of the view and the strath to the
right of the view. Deciduous trees flank the road along Oykel Bridge and partially filter
views of the moorland slopes and skyline beyond. A dense blanket of coniferous forestry
covers the rising landform and summit of Beinn Chreagach and further coniferous
forestry is visible on the skyline to the left and rising landform to the right of the A837.
Man-made elements in the view include the road, bridge, coniferous forestry, road
signage, telegraph poles and the hotel (off the photograph).

The viewpoint is not within an area designated for its scenic qualities or views, and
although the general scenic quality of the area is noted, the short to medium range of
views containing man-made elements detract from the overall scenic quality and the
value of the view is therefore considered to be Medium. The view would be experienced
by road-users (mostly drivers) travelling along the A837 at speed and viewing or focused
on the views along the Strath, rather than completely perpendicular to the road. It would
also be experienced by visitors to the adjacent hotel. Therefore, the susceptibility to
change is assessed as High (visitors) to Medium (road users) and the overall sensitivity
is assessed as High (visitors) to Medium (road users).

Whilst in Operation:

Change There would be theoretical visibility of three of the proposed turbines which would
(proposed appear as two hubs and one blade tip affecting approximately 4° of the horizontal FoV.
development | Thg tyrbines would appear in the ‘dip’ between Cathair Thurnaig and Beinn Chreagach
only) and would be further screened by coniferous forestry (subject to felling). The magnitude
of change would be Low — Very Low (with or without forestry).
Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:
Ground based construction activities would not be visible from this location, but a crane
may be visible during periods of construction and decommissioning.
The magnitude of change would range from Zero to Low — Very Low.
Assessment Sensitivity High (visitors)

Medium (road users)
Magnitude Low — Very Low

Level of Effect | Moderate and Not Significant (visitors)
Minor and Not Significant (road users)

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and negative.
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Figure 6.22a-e  yjewpoint 4: A837 Oykel Bridge

[ f-i

(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Cumulative Assessment:

(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location).

Cumulative
Magnitude

Existing Wind Farms: N/A - There are no existing wind farms visible from this location.

Consented Wind Farms: N/A - There are no consented wind farms visible from this

location.

Other Wind Farm Applications: High to Medium

The Collie Beith application would be clearly visible on the skyline to the right of the
proposed development (High - Medium magnitude) and the Inveroykel application would
be visible beyond as blade tips (Very Low magnitude). The overall cumulative magnitude

of change for other wind farms would be High to Medium.

Scenarios 1 & | N/A

2 N/A

Combined » :

effect Additional N/A Combined N/A
Additional Magnitude: Magnitude:

effect

Scenario 1: No cumulative effects for this scenario.

Existing +

Consented

wind farms and
the proposed
development

Scenario 2: Additional Low — Additional Moderate and Not Significant (visitors)
Existing + Magnitude: Very Low | effect: Minor and Not Significant (road users)
Consented +
Application Combined High - Combined | Substantial and Significant (visitors)
wind farms and | Magnitude: Medium | effect: Substantial / Moderate and Significant (road
the proposed users)
development
All due to Collie Beith and not the proposed
development.
Type of Effect | N/A
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Figure 6.23a-e
/ f-k

Viewpoint 5: Achnahanat
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of
Change
(proposed
development
only)

This viewpoint is located at a passing place on a minor road (C1136) at Achnahanat on
the southern slopes of the Kyle of Sutherland strath. The view is orientated west along
the contours of the strath side in the direction of travel. The slope continues to rise to the
south culminating in Meall Buidhe (459m AOD) and Beinn Ulbhaidh which are visible to
the south-west. There are extensive views from this location with the main views to the
north-west along Strath Oykel and across the Kyle of Sutherland to the north and north-
east where the meandering waterbody draws the eye and forms one of the main focal
points in the view. There are more limited views to the south due to the rising landform
and surrounding vegetation. Extensive areas of open heather moorland and rough
grassland are visible in the fore and mid-ground of the view and on more distant hills.
Deciduous scrub and occasional coniferous trees are visible adjacent to residential
properties and along the roadside in the view. Expansive areas of coniferous forestry
are also visible on the hill slopes to the west and on the middle slopes of the valley to
the north-west. Extensive deciduous woodland is visible on the lower slopes of the
valley to the north. Man-made elements in the view include the road, scattered
residential properties, post and wire fencing, telegraph poles, farm equipment and
coniferous forestry.

The viewpoint is not within an area designated for its scenic qualities or views, although
the general scenic quality of the area is noted and the value of the view is therefore
considered to be High to Medium. The view would be experienced mainly by local
residents and road-users although a number of walkers would also experience the view
and are likely to be of High visual susceptibility to change. The overall sensitivity is
assessed as High.

Whilst in Operation:

There would be theoretical visibility of all the proposed turbines on the skyline of the
view affecting approximately 11° of the horizontal FoV. The turbines would appear as a
simple and cohesive group, against the sky and would be framed between Beinn
Ulbhaidh to the left and the strath and distant hills to the north and north-west of the
view. The proposed turbines would appear reasonably well accommodated in this
landscape setting, particularly considering the wide horizontal (180°) and vertical extent
of the receiving landscape and views. The magnitude of change would be Medium.

Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:

Ground based construction activities would not be visible due to intervening landform
and vegetation, although a crane would be visible from this location during periods of
construction and decommissioning. The magnitude of change would be Zero to Medium.

Assessment

Sensitivity High
Magnitude Medium
Level of Effect | Substantial / Moderate and Significant

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and negative.
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Figure 6.23a-e  yjewpoint 5: Achnahanat

I -k

(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

|

Cumulative Assessment:

(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location).

Cumulative Existing Wind Farms: Medium - Low
Magnitude Achany and Rosehall (Medium - Low magnitude) are visible on the horizon to the north
at approximately 5.6km and 5.8km distance, appearing as towers and hubs with some
blades visible.
Consented Wind Farms: Medium - Low
Meall Buidhe would be partially visible along the ridgeline to the left of the proposed
development at a distance of approximately 6.4km (Low magnitude) and the Achany
Extension would be visible to the north beyond Achany and Rosehall (Low — Very Low
magnitude). Garvary would be visible to the east at approximately 8.1km (Medium - Low
magnitude).
Other Wind Farm Applications: High
The Inveroykel application would be highly visible, in front of the proposed development
(High magnitude) and the Collie Beith application would be visible beyond the proposed
development (Low magnitude) and the Achany Extension Variation would be visible as
beyond Achany and Rosehall (Low magnitude).
The overall cumulative magnitude of change for other wind farms would be High.
Scenario 1: Additional Medium Additional Substantial / Moderate and Significant
Existing + Magnitude: effect:
Consented i ] ) —
wind farms and | Combined Medium Combined | Substantial / Moderate and Significant (due
the proposed Magnitude: effect: to Achany, Rosehall, Garvary and the
development proposed development)
Scenario 2: Additional High Additional Substantial / Moderate and Significant
Existing + Magnitude: effect:
Consented +
Application Combined High Combined | Substantial and Significant (due to
wind farms and | Magnitude: effect: Inveroykel, Achany, Rosehall, Garvary and

the proposed
development

the proposed development)

Type of Effect

Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and negative.




\\\I)

Figure 6.24a-h
/i-n

Viewpoint 6: Carn a'Choin Deirg
(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of

This viewpoint is located on the summit of Carn a Choin Deirg at the trig point (701m
AQOD), on the eastern edge of the Rhiddoroch, Beinn Dearg and Ben Wyvis Wild Land
Area (WLA) 29 and the Fannichs, Beinn Dearg and Glencalvie Special Landscape Area
(SLA). The viewpoint is illustrative of the view from a specific hill summit on the eastern
edge of the WLA and SLA and is not representative of the general views from the WLA
or SLA as most of these areas would have no view of the proposed development as
indicated by the limited ZTV coverage in Figure 6.9. The nearest turbine is Turbine 4 at
7,207m distance. The view north-east towards the proposed development extends
across open moorland and includes the minor hill summits of Beinn Ulbhaidh, Meall
Buidhe and Meall Dheirgidh. Several existing and consented wind farms occupy this
sector of the view, and the landscape is divided by a series of straths and glens with
intervening hills, extending into the far distance between the summit of Ben Klibreck in
the north-east (36km distance, beyond Achany and Rosehall wind farms) and the
Dornoch Firth National Scenic Area (NSA) on the edge of the study area to the east.
Much of this sector of the view includes settled and developed landscapes that exclude
it from the WLA.

The remaining 360° views to the north, south and west take in an impressive expanse of
mountains and wild land which includes the distinctive peaks and mountains of Ben
More Assynt to the north, Canisp, Suiven, Cul Mor, Ben Mor Coigach and Beinn Deirg to
the south-west. The views are expansive and extend to the edge of the Study Area and
beyond, into neighbouring WLAs including Reay — Cassley WLA 34, Inverpolly -
Glencanisp WLA 32 and the associated Assynt — Coigach NSA; and Fisherfield -
Letterewe - Fannichs WLA 28 and the associated Wester Ross NSA.

Carn a Choin Deirg at 701m AOD is not a Graham or otherwise ‘celebrated’ hill summit
that would attract hill walkers and it is not on the Core Path Network or other promoted
hill walk. The viewpoint is however, located within the edge of WLA 29 and the
Fannichs, Beinn Dearg and Glencalvie SPA and the value of the view is considered High
to Medium. The view would be experienced by occasional hillwalkers, stalkers and
estate workers who are likely to be of Medium visual susceptibility to change. The
overall sensitivity is assessed as Medium.

Whilst in Operation:

Change There would be theoretical visibility of nine turbines, visible as blades and blade tips
(proposed beyond the plateau of Carn a’Choin Deirg and Beinn Ulbhaidh affecting approximately
development | 10> of the horizontal FoV. The turbines would be lagely screened by intervening hills
only) and would be seen in part of the view already influenced by wind farm development.
The magnitude of change would be Low — Very Low.
Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:
Ground based construction activities would not be visible, although a crane would be
visible from this location during periods of construction and decommissioning. The
magnitude of change would be Zero to Low — Very Low.
Assessment Sensitivity Medium
Magnitude Low — Very Low

Level of Effect | Negligible and Not Significant

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and neutral
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Figure 6.24a-h
/i-n

Viewpoint 6: Carn a'Choin Deirg
(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Cumulative Assessment:

Cumulative
Magnitude

Existing Wind Farms: Low

Achany and Rosehall (both Low magnitude) are visible on the horizon to the north-east
(15km distance) with Lairg (24km distance) and Kilbraur and Extension (40km distance)
and Gordonbush and its Extension just visible in the far distance (all Very Low
magnitude). Creag Riabhach would also be theoretically visible in clear conditions to the
north (Very Low magnitude). Beinn Tharsuinn (24km distance), Coire na Cloiche (22km
distance) and Novar and Extension (24km distance) are also visible to the south-east,
either side of Carn Chuinneag (all Very Low magnitude).

Consented Wind Farms: Medium

Meall Buidhe would be visible along a ridgeline to the north-east at approximately 6.3km
distance (Medium magnitude). Several further wind farms would be visible behind Meall
Buidhe including Garvary and Lairg Il (Low magnitude). Strath Tirry and Chleansaid
would be visible behind the proposed development at approximately 28 to 32km
distance respectfully and Sallachy would be partially visible as hubs and blades to the
north at approximately 27km (all Very Low magnitude). Achany Extension would be
visible to the fore of the Creag Riabhach Wind Farm and Extension at approximately
16km distance (Low magnitude).

Other Wind Farm Applications: Medium

Collie Beith is the closest application, although it would be largely screened by landform.
The Inveroykel application would be visible beyond Meall Buidhe (Medium magnitude) at
approximately 7km distance. Several further wind farm applications would be visible in
the Lairg and Loch Shin area beyond including Acheilidh (approximately 25km distance,
Very Low magnitude), Shinness (approximately 27km distance and Very Low
magnitude), Achany Extension Variation would be visible to the fore of Creag Riabhach
at 16km distance (Low magnitude) and Allt an Tuir in front of that at approximately 12
km distance (Low magnitude). Collie Linne is also visible at approximately 30km
distance (Very Low magnitude).

The overall cumulative magnitude of change for other wind farms would be Medium.

Scenario 1:
Existing +
Consented
wind farms and
the proposed
development

Additional
effect:

Additional
Magnitude:

Low —
Very Low

Negligible and Not Significant

Combined
effect:

Combined Medium

Magnitude:

Moderate (due to Meall Buidhe and not the
proposed development).

Scenario 2:
Existing +
Consented +
Application
wind farms and
the proposed
development

Additional
effect:

Additional
Magnitude:

Low —
Very Low

Negligible and Not Significant

Combined
effect:

Combined Medium

Magnitude:

Moderate (due to Inveroykel and Meall
Buidhe and not the proposed development).

Type of Effect

Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and negative.
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Figure 6.25a-g
/ h-m

Viewpoint 7: A839 Rosehall - Lairg
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of
Change
(proposed
development
only)

This viewpoint is located at a narrow passing place on the A839 which traverses an
elevated area of moorland and coniferous forestry between Rosehall and Lairg. The
viewpoint is representative of the visual effect from an open stretch of the road viewing
west / south-west, towards the proposed development. The nearest turbine is Turbine 8
at 7,154m distance. Elsewhere along the road, the view is often screened by intervening
trees and forestry, although the majority of the road within 10km is overlapped by the
ZTV. The view west / south-west extends across open moorland, between blocks of
coniferous forestry and includes the A839, appearing as a minor single-track. The far
horizon is foreshortened by the foreground moorland and appears as a simple, skyline,
punctuated by minor hill summits including Meall Dheirgidh and Beinn Ulbhaidh and
further hills beyond. Man-made elements in the view include the road, coniferous
forestry, post and wire fencing, and road poles.

The viewpoint is not within an area or on a route designated for its scenic quality,
indicating a Medium value. The view would be experienced by westbound road users,
travelling at speed. The susceptibility to change would be Medium and the overall
sensitivity is assessed as Medium.

Whilst in Operation:

All of the proposed turbines would be theoretically visible in the direction of travel
westbound affecting approximately 9° of the horizontal FoV. The turbines would appear
as a simple and cohesive linear group seen on the gently falling landform to the right of
Beinn Ulbhaidh and would be partially backclothed by more distant hills such that mostly
blades and a small number of hubs would be seen on the skyline. Figure 6.25e-g
lllustrates the felling pattern and partial felling in accordance with the Forest Design Plan
and any additional landscape changes would be marginally noticeable as indicated in
the photomontage. Due to distance, intervening landform and some vegetation
screening, the narrow FoV, and the presence of other man-made elements, the
proposed development could be reasonably accommodated in this view. The magnitude
of change would be Medium (with or without forestry).

The level of effect would be Moderate and Significant due to the slightly greater extent of
visibility of the proposed turbines on slightly lower lying landform to the right of Beinn
Ulbhaidh in the direction of travel for westbound round users.

Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:

Ground based construction activities would be very limited due to the screening effects
of landform and vegetation, although the top of a crane may be visible during periods of
construction and decommissioning.

The magnitude of change would range from Zero to Medium.

Assessment

Sensitivity Medium
Magnitude Medium
Level of Effect | Moderate and Significant

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and negative.
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Figure 6.25a-g
/ h-m

Viewpoint 7: A839 Rosehall - Lairg
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Cumulative Assessment:

Cumulative Existing Wind Farms: Low

Magnitude Achany is partly visible to the north, beyond forestry at 2.5km distance (Low magnitude).
A blade of Rosehall is visible to the north (Very Low magnitude). Lairg is visible to the
east in the far distance (Very Low magnitude).
Consented Wind Farms: Medium - Low
Meall Buidhe would be visible along the skyline to the left of the proposed development
at 8.9km distance (Medium - Low magnitude). The blades and hubs of Garvary would
be theoretically although screened by forestry (subject to felling) (Low - Very Low
magnitude). The blades and hubs of Lairg Il would be theoretically visible to the north,
although screened by forestry (subject to felling) (Low - Very Low magnitude).
Other Wind Farm Applications: High - Medium
The Inveroykel application would be visible, across the valley and adjacent to the
proposed development (High-Medium magnitude) and the Collie Beith application would
be visible beyond the proposed development at approximately 10km (Low magnitude).
The overall cumulative magnitude of change for other wind farms would be High -
Medium.

Scenario 1: Additional Medium Additional Moderate and Significant

Existing + Magnitude: effect:

Consented i ] ) —

wind farms and | Combined Medium - | Combined | Moderate and Significant due to the

the proposed Magnitude: Low effect: proposed development

development

Scenario 2: Additional Medium Additional Moderate and Significant

Existing + Magnitude: effect:

Consented +

Application Combined High - Combined | Substantial / Moderate and Significant (due

wind farms and | Magnitude: Medium effect: to Inveroykel and the proposed development)

the proposed

development

Type of Effect

Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and negative.
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Figure 6.26a-e
/ f-k

Viewpoint 8: A837 Linsidemore
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of
Change
(proposed
development
only)

This viewpoint is located at a passing place at the junction of A837 and the minor road to
Linsidemore, further to the south-east of Rosehall and is one of a series located along
the A837 and the Kyle of Sutherland, although it is not representative of the general
character of this road as much of it is well wooded. However, it is illustrative of the
visual effect from an open stretch of the road to the south-east of Linsidemore.
Elsewhere along the road, the route is often screened by intervening trees, and further
south-east the ZTV coverage and visibility reduces. The viewpoint is located at the
junction with a minor road, leading to a small number of properties at Linsidemore which
are elevated above the road. The nearest turbine is Turbine 8 at 9,407m distance. The
view south includes open water of the Kyle of Sutherland (left of photograph), pasture on
the flat valley floor and a mix of rough pasture and woodland / forestry beyond. Forestry
and open moorland enclose the strath and are visible beyond this with the minor hill
summit of Beinn Ulbhaidh visible on the horizon. Man made elements in the view include
the road, coniferous forestry, fencing, outbuildings, telegraph poles and gates.

The viewpoint is not within an area designated for its scenic qualities or views, although
the general scenic quality of the Kyle of Sutherland is noted and the value of the view is
considered to be High to Medium. The view would be experienced by road-users (mostly
drivers) travelling along the A837 at speed and generally experienced in the direction of
travel. The susceptibility to change is assessed as Medium and the overall sensitivity is
assessed as Medium.

Whilst in Operation:

All of the proposed turbines would be theoretically visible as towers and upper towers
affecting approximately 7° of the horizontal FoV. The turbines would appear as a simple
and cohesive group in the distance beyond the forestry that defines the Kyle of
Sutherland strath or valley and in the ‘dip’ between Beinn Ulbhaidh and the rising
wooded landform to the right of the strath or valley and would appear reasonably well
accommodated. The magnitude of change would be Medium.

The level of effect would be Moderate and Significant due to the slightly greater extent of
visibility of the proposed turbines on slightly lower lying landform to the right of Beinn
Ulbhaidh in the direction of travel for westbound round users from this location.

Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:

Ground based construction activities such as the access track would be barely
perceptible from this location although the top of a crane may be visible during periods
of construction and decommissioning.

The magnitude of change would range from Zero to Medium.

Assessment

WWW.wWSp.com

Sensitivity Medium
Magnitude Medium
Level of Effect | Moderate and Significant

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and negative.
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Figure 6.26a-e
/ f-k

Viewpoint 8: A837 Linsidemore
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Cumulative Assessment:

(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location).

Cumulative Existing Wind Farms: N/A - There are no existing wind farms visible from this location.
Magnitude Consented Wind Farms: Low
Meall Buidhe would be visible along the skyline to the left of the proposed development
at 9.2km distance (Low magnitude).
Other Wind Farm Applications: High - Medium
The Inveroykel application would be visible, above and along the valley and adjacent to
the proposed development (High-Medium magnitude) and the Collie Beith application
would be visible beyond the proposed development at approximately 12km (Low
magnitude).
The overall cumulative magnitude of change for other wind farms would be High -
Medium.
Scenario 1: Additional Medium Additional Moderate and Significant
Existing + Magnitude: effect:
Consented i i .
wind farms and | Combined Low Combined | Moderate and Significant (due to the
the proposed Magnitude: effect: proposed development)
development
Scenario 2: Additional Medium Additional Moderate and Significant
Existing + Magnitude: effect:
Consented + _ _ _ -
Application Combined High - Combined | Substantial / Moderate and Significant (due
wind farms and | Magnitude: Medium effect: to Inveroykel and the proposed development)
the proposed
development

Type of Effect

Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and negative.
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Figure 6.27a-e
/ f-k

Viewpoint 9: A837 Loch Craggie
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of
Change
(proposed
development
only)

This viewpoint is located at a passing place on the A837 at the southern edge of Loch
Craggie, viewing south-east along the strath at 12,340m distance. The viewpoint is
illustrative of the visual effect from this location within Strath Oykel and is not typical or
representative of the general views from the strath or likely visual effects. It is part of a
sequential assessment of the A837 which illustrate the views and likely visual effects
along the route. The view south-east illustrates a remote strath moorland landscape.
The A837 (a single-track road at this point) and associated roadside poles and culvert
crossing are visible on the right of the photograph. Towards the foreground there are
some scrub and mixed trees — previously associated with clear cut forestry to the left of
the view. Beyond this the landscape is enclosed by moorland clad hills and mountains
with very little sign of settlement. Man-made elements in the view include the road, road
signage and poles, and coniferous forestry.

The viewpoint is not within an area designated for its scenic qualities or views, although
the general scenic quality of Strath Oykel is noted and the value of the view is therefore
considered to be High to Medium. The view would be experienced by eastbound road
users (mostly drivers) travelling along the A837 at speed and the susceptibility to change
is assessed as Medium. The overall sensitivity is assessed as Medium.

Whilst in Operation:

All of the proposed turbines would be visible in the slight dip in the landform between
lower-lying hills in the middle distance of the view affecting approximately 7° of the
horizontal FoV. Six of the turbines would be seen at hub height and three of the turbines
would be seen as blades where the turbine towers are screened by intervening landform
and the towers of two of the turbines would be visible as the landform falls to the right of
the group. The turbines would appear as a simple, linear and cohesive group
proportionate to the receiving landscape in the direction of travel for eastbound road
users. Due to the narrow angle of view screening by landform and scale of the receiving
landscape, the proposed development would be reasonably well accommodated in this
view. The magnitude of change would be Low.

Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:

Lower ground construction activities are likely to be partially screened by coniferous
forestry and landform, and a crane may be visible during periods of construction and
decommissioning.

The magnitude of change would range from Zero to Low.

Assessment

Sensitivity Medium
Magnitude Low
Level of Effect | Minor and Not Significant

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and negative.
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Figure 6.27a-e
/ f-k

Viewpoint 9: A837 Loch Craggie
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Cumulative Assessment:

(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location).

Cumulative Existing Wind Farms: N/A - There are no existing wind farms visible from this location.
Magnitude Consented Wind Farms: Very Low
The blade tips of Meall Buidhe would be visible along the skyline to the right of the
proposed development at 14.7km distance (Very Low magnitude).
Other Wind Farm Applications: Medium
Collie Beith is the closest application at approximately 9.7km distance (Medium
magnitude). The Inveroykel application would be visible beyond the proposed
development at approximately 14.7km distance (Low magnitude). Blade tips from Allt an
Tuir would be screened by woodland and Creachan is visible at approximately 28km
distance.
The overall cumulative magnitude of change for other wind farms would be Medium.
Scenario 1: Additional Low Additional Minor
Existing + Magnitude: effect:
Consented ; } i
wind farms and | Combined Low Combined | Minor
the proposed Magnitude: effect:
development
Scenario 2: Additional Low Additional Minor
Existing + Magnitude: effect:
Consented + i i i — i i
Application Combined Medium Combined | Moderate and Significant due to Collie Beith
wind farms and | Magnitude: effect: and not the proposed development.
the proposed
development

Type of Effect

Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and negative.




\\\I)

Figure 6.28a-e
/ f-k

Viewpoint 10: A836 north of Invershin
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of
Change
(proposed
development
only)

This viewpoint is located on the A836 overbridge as it crosses over the Far North
Railway Line and descends towards the Kyle of Sutherland strath. The view is orientated
west along the Kyle of Sutherland with the nearest turbine (Turbine 8) at 12,494m
distance. The viewpoint is illustrative of the visual effect from this location of the A836
and is not typical or representative of the views from this route which are generally
screed or filtered by roadside vegetation to the north and south along the route from this
location. The view west is medium to long range and illustrates the broad, wooded Kyle
of Sutherland strath interspersed with areas of rough grassland along the floodplains
and improved grassland on the lower-lying slopes of the valley sides and moorland on
the distant hill summit beyond the deciduous and coniferous woodland and forestry on
the valley slopes. Road infrastructure, buildings and a pylon are partially visible to the
fore of the view and scattered settlement is visible on distant slopes. Although the view
draws the eye, it is oblique to the road at this location. Man-made elements in the view
include the road, scattered buildings, pylons, telegraph poles, fencing and coniferous
forestry,

The viewpoint is not within an area designated for its scenic qualities or views, although
the general scenic quality of the Kyle of Sutherland is noted and the value of the view is
therefore considered to be High to Medium. The view would be experienced by road
users (mostly drivers) travelling along the A836 at speed and the susceptibility to change
is assessed as Medium. The overall sensitivity is assessed as Medium.

Whilst in Operation:

Nine of the proposed turbines would be theoretically visible with four hubs and five
blades / blade tips visible affecting approximately 5° of the horizontal FoV. The turbines
would be largely screened by intervening landform and some forestry and would be
visible on the skyline of the view beyond the strath in a slight ‘dip’ in the landform
between low-lying hills. The turbines would appear as a minor feature in the background
of this view, beyond the strath and river in the mid-ground. The magnitude of change
would be Low — Very Low (with or without forestry).

Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:

Ground based construction activities would not be visible from this location along with a
crane may be visible during periods of construction and decommissioning.

The magnitude of change would range from Zero to Low — Very Low.

Assessment

Sensitivity Medium
Magnitude Low — Very Low
Level of Effect | Negligible and Not Significant

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and neutral.
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Figure 6.28a-e
/ f-k

Viewpoint 10: A836 north of Invershin
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Cumulative Assessment:

(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location).

Cumulative Existing Wind Farms: Very Low

Magnitude There is theoretical visibility of several existing wind farms including Beinn nan
Oighrean, Beinn Tharsuinn, Coire na Cloiche and Novar to the south — although these
would be partially screened by roadside vegetation (all Very Low magnitude). The tips of
Rosehall and Creag Riabhach are theoretically visible to the north-west (both Very Low
magnitude), although screened by forestry in the photograph.
Consented Wind Farms: N/A
No consented wind farms are visible in this view.
Other Wind Farm Applications: Medium - Low
The Allt an Tuir application would be visible along the valley are approximately 14.8km
distance (Low magnitude) and Inveroykel would be visible along the skyline at
approximately 7.3km distance (Medium — Low magnitude).
The overall cumulative magnitude of change for other wind farms would be Medium -
Low.

Scenario 1: Additional Low — Additional Negligible and Not Significant

Existing + Magnitude: Very Low | effect:

Consented i ) — —

wind farms and | €ombined Low — Combined | Negligible and Not Significant

the proposed Magnitude: Very Low | effect:

development

Scenario 2: Additional Low — Additional Negligible and Not Significant

Existing + Magnitude: Very Low | effect:

Consented + i } i .

Application Combined Medium - | Combined | Moderate and Significant due to Inveroykel

wind farms and | Magnitude: Low effect: and not the proposed development.

the proposed

development

Type of Effect

Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and neutral.
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Figure 6.29a-e
/ f-k

Viewpoint 11: Lairg Torroble
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of
Change
(proposed
development
only)

This viewpoint is located at a passing place on an elevated section of the minor road
that runs through the scattered settlement of Torroble, south of Lairg. There are no
views of the proposed development from the main settlement of Lairg. The viewpoint is
illustrative of the visual effect from this location within Torroble and is not typical or
representative of the general views from the settlement or likely visual effects. The
scattered settlement at Torroble follows an elevated contour to the east of the River Shin
where the views west and south-west across the Shin Valley and the landscape beyond
subtly alter following the curvature of the landform along the contours. Visibility is
reduced to the north-west of the settlement where the landform and road falls towards
the River Shin as indicated in the ZTV coverage. The nearest turbine is Turbine 8 at
14,933m distance. The view south-west includes a mixture of pasture and rough pasture
interspersed with clumps of deciduous trees and woodland, some coniferous forestry
and moorland on elevated hill slopes and summits. There are several man-made
elements in the view including pylons, telegraph poles, scattered farm buildings,
drystone walls, field gates and fence lines, scattered residential buildings, a minor road
and the existing Achany Wind Farm.

The viewpoint is not within a locally or nationally designated landscape although the
general scenic quality of Torroble and its environs is noted and the value is assessed as
High to Medium. The view would be mainly experienced by residents and local road
users. Therefore, susceptibility to change is assessed as High and the overall sensitivity
is assessed as High.

Whilst in Operation:

Eight of the proposed turbines would be theoretically visible as three towers / partial
towers, and five blades / tips affecting approximately 3° of the horizontal FoV. The
turbines would be seen in a ‘dip’ in the landform between hills. Due to the long distance,
intervening landform, the narrow field of view, and the presence of other man-made
elements including the existing Achany turbines, the proposed development would be
reasonably accommodated in this view and would appear as a minor feature in the
background of the view. The magnitude of change would be Low- Very Low.

The level of effect would be Moderate and Not Significant due to the limited extent of
visibility of the turbines visible in a ‘dip’ in the landform between hills, the long
intervening distance, wide views and presence of other man-made elements in the view.

Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:

Ground based construction activities would not be visible from this location due to the
screening effects of landform, although a crane may be visible during periods of
construction and decommissioning.

The magnitude of change would range from Zero to Low - Very Low.

Assessment

Sensitivity High
Magnitude Low - Very Low
Level of Effect | Moderate and Not Significant

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and negative.
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Figure 6.29a-e
/ f-k

Viewpoint 11: Lairg Torroble
(The assessment takes account of a 90° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Cumulative Assessment:

(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location).

Cumulative Existing Wind Farms: Medium

Magnitude Achany (Low magnitude) is partially visible on the horizon to the north-west as two upper
towers and three blades (6.3km distance). Lairg (1.6km distance) is visible to the south-
east as two hubs and one blade, partially screened by coniferous forestry (Medium
magnitude). Creag Riabhach would also be theoretically visible in clear conditions to the
north at over 23km but is screened by coniferous forestry (Very Low magnitude).
Consented Wind Farms: High — Medium
Meall Buidhe would be visible to the left of the proposed development at approximately
16.4km distance (Very Low magnitude). Viewing in other directions, Garvary would be
visible at approximately 4.8km as hubs and blades (Medium magnitude) and Lairg Il
would be visible to the south-east at a distance of approximately 1.7km two towers,
three upper towers, three blades and one blade tip at approximately 3km distance (High
— Medium magnitude).
Other Wind Farm Applications: Medium - Low
Inveroykel would be visible at approximately 12km distance (Medium - Low magnitude)
and Collie Beith would be visible beyond the propped development at approximately
18km distance (Very - Low magnitude). Several further wind farms would be visible in
the wider views including the applications of Shinness, Sallachy Extension, Chleansaid,
Creag Riabhach and Extension, Coille Linne, and Strath Tirry (both all ranging Low -
Very Low or Very - Low magnitude).
The overall cumulative magnitude of change for other wind farms would be Medium -
Low.

Scenario 1: Additional Low - Additional Moderate and Not Significant

Existing + Magnitude: Very Low | effect:

Consented

wind farms and | Combined High - Combined | Substantial and Significant due to Lairg,

the proposed Magnitude: Medium effect: Lairg Il, and Garvary and not the proposed

development development.

Scenario 2: Additional Low - Additional Moderate and Not Significant

Existing + Magnitude: Very Low | effect:

Consented + i ] i - —

Application Combined High - Combined | Substantial and Significant due to

wind farms and | Magnitude: Medium effect: Inveroykel, Lairg, Lairg Il, and Garvary and

the proposed not the proposed development.

development

Type of Effect

Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and negative.
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Figure 6.30a-g
/ h-m

Viewpoint 12: Carn Chuinneag
(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of
Change
(proposed
development
only)

This viewpoint is located on the westernmost of Carn Chuinneag’s twin summits (830m
AOD) within the Rhiddoroch, Beinn Dearg and Ben Wyvis WLA and on the southern
edge of the Fannichs, Beinn Dearg and Glencalvie SLA. The viewpoint is illustrative of
the view from a specific hill summit (Corbett) and is not representative of the general
views from the WLA or SLA as most of these areas would have no view of the proposed
development as illustrated by the limited ZTV coverage in Figure 6.9. The nearest
turbine is Turbine 2 at 15,171m distance. The view north / north-west towards the
proposed development extends across open moorland and hill tops which are split by
Strathcarron (light settlement and estate landscapes at Croick) and the Kyles of
Sutherland and the Achany and Rosehall wind farms beyond. Further mountains and
moorland is visible in the far distance including Ben Klibreck. Generally lower lying
landscape is visible to the north-east and east with views across the Kyles of Sutherland
and the Dornoch Firth NSA and views towards the Lairg, Kilbraur and Extension and
Gordonbush and Extension wind farms in the far distance. The remaining 360° views to
the south and west take in an impressive expanse of mountains and wild land which
includes the distinctive peaks and mountains of Ben More Assynt to the north, Canisp,
Suiven, Cul Mor, Ben Mor Coigach and Beinn Deirg to the south-west. Beinn Tharsuinn,
Coire na Cloiche and Novar wind farms are also visible to the south and south-east.
The views are expansive and extend to the edge of the Study Area and beyond, into
neighbouring WLAs including Reay — Cassley WLA 34, Inverpolly - Glencanisp WLA 32
and the associated Assynt — Coigach NSA; and Fisherfield - Letterewe - Fannichs WLA
28 and the associated Wester Ross NSA.

The viewpoint is located within the Rhiddoroch, Beinn Dearg and Ben Wyvis WLA with
views into the locally designated Fannichs, Beinn Dearg and Glencalvie SLA, and the
value of the view is considered to be High. The view would be experienced by
hillwalkers accessing the summit of this Corbett who are likely to be of High visual
susceptibility to change. The overall sensitivity is assessed as High.

Whilst in Operation:

Eight of the proposed turbines would be theoretically visible, although partially screened
by intervening landform such that three hubs, three blades and two blade tips would be
visible affecting approximately 7° of the horizontal FoV (approximately 5° of the
horizontal FoV without the blade tip which would be barely perceptible in the view).
Much of the turbine towers would be screened by intervening landform. The turbines
would be backclothed by hills and would appear as a minor feature, beyond Strathcarron
and affecting a small sector of the wider 360° views, closely associated with a settled
and developed sector of the view that contains other wind farms. Due to the screening
from landform, simple layout, intervening distance, and large scale of the receiving
landscape, the turbines would appear reasonably well accommodated within the view,
albeit the proposed turbines would appear closer than other existing and consented
developments. The magnitude of change would be Low - Very Low.

The level of effect would be Moderate and Not Significant due to the long intervening
distance, limited extent of visibility of the turbines as a result of intervening landform and
sitting lower down in the landscape, wide panoramic views, large scale of the receiving
landscape, and presence of other existing wind farms in the view.

Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:

Ground based construction activities would not be visible from this location due to the
screening effects of landform, although a crane may be visible during periods of
construction and decommissioning. The magnitude of change would range from Zero to
Low - Very Low.

Assessment

WWW.wWSp.com

Sensitivity High
Magnitude Low - Very Low
Level of Effect | Moderate and Not Significant
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Figure 6.30a-g
/ h-m

Viewpoint 12: Carn Chuinneag
(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location as illustrated).

Type of Effect | Long term (reversible), direct and negative.

Cumulative Assessment:

(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location).

Cumulative Existing Wind Farms: Low

Magnitude Achany and Rosehall are visible to the north (20km distance) with Lairg (24km distance)
and Kilbraur and Extension (37km distance) and Gordonbush just visible in the far
distance, beyond 40km, Creag Rhiabach would just be visible in the far distance (all
Very Low magnitude). Beinn Tharsuinn (13km distance), Coire na Cloiche (10km
distance) and Novar and Extension (12km distance) are also visible to the southeast, (all
Low to Very Low magnitude).
Consented Wind Farms: Low
Meall Buidhe application wind farm would be visible to the fore of the proposed
development at 11km distance (Low magnitude). Garvary, at 16km and Lairg Il would
also be visible to the north-east at over 22km (both Low to Very Low magnitude). Other
more distant wind farms include Garvary, at 16km (Low to Very Low magnitude) and
Sallachy, Achany Extension, Creag Rhiabach Extension, Strath Tirry, and Chleansaid at
distances of between approximately 20-40km (all Very Low magnitude). Lochluichart
Extension Il would be visible to the south-west at over 20km, also Very Low magnitude.
Other Wind Farm Applications: Low
Inveroykel would be visible at approximately 12km distance (Low magnitude) and Collie
Beith would be visible beyond the propped development at approximately 15km distance
(Low magnitude). Several further wind farms would be visible in the wider views at
between 20km to 45km distance, including the applications of Allt an Tuir, Achany
Extension Variation, Collie Linne, Shinness, and Sallachy Extension (all Very - Low
magnitude).
The overall cumulative magnitude of change for other wind farms would be Low.

Scenario 1: Additional Low - Additional Moderate and Not Significant

Existing + Magnitude: Very Low | effect:

Consented i i —

wind farms and | Combined Low Combined | Moderate and Not Significant

the proposed Magnitude: effect:

development

Scenario 2: Additional Low - Additional Moderate and Not Significant

Existing + Magnitude: Very Low | effect:

Consented + ) _ ) )

Application Combined Low Combined | Moderate (due to Inveroykel, Collie Beith,

wind farms and | Magnitude: effect: and Meall Buidhe and not the proposed

the proposed development).

development

Type of Effect

Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and negative.




Figure 6.31a-f /
g-i

Viewpoint 13: Ben More Assynt
(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location as illustrated).

This viewpoint has been agreed with NS and THC to be illustrated as a baseline photograph and
wireline only.

Description

Sensitivity

Magnitude of
Change
(proposed
development
only)

This viewpoint is located on the summit of Ben More Assynt (Munro) within the Reay — Cassley
WLA and the Assynt — Coigach NSA, viewing south-east towards the proposed development.
The viewpoint is specific to this mountain summit and is not typical or representative of the
general views from the NSA or WLA. The nearest turbine is Turbine 11 at 24,152m distance.
The view south-east takes in extensive areas of moorland, hills and mountains. Strath Cassley
is visible to the left with the Dornoch Firth NSA and the coastline beyond. Loch Ailsh, near
Benmore Lodge at the head of Strath Oykel is just visible to the right of the photograph. A
number of windfarms are theoretically visible in the far distance, most well beyond 30km with the
exception of Achany and Rosehall at 23km distance to the south-east.

The viewpoint is located within the Reay — Cassley WLA and the Assynt — Coigach NSA which
is designated for its scenic qualities and views. The value of the view is therefore considered to
be High. The view would be experienced by hillwalkers accessing the Munro summit and likely
to be of High visual susceptibility to change. Therefore, the overall sensitivity is assessed as
High.

Whilst in Operation:

All of the proposed turbines would be visible appearing below the horizon, affecting
approximately 5° of the horizontal FoV. The turbines would appear as a minor feature in the
background of this view and the magnitude of change would be Low - Very Low.

The level of effect would be Moderate and Not Significant due to the long intervening distance,
the turbines sitting lower down in the landscape, wide panoramic views, large scale of the
receiving landscape, and presence of other existing wind farms.

Whilst Under Construction and Decommissioning:

Ground based construction activities would not be visible from this location due to the screening
effects of landform and vegetation, although the top of a crane may be visible during periods of
construction and decommissioning. The magnitude of change would range from Zero to Low -
Very Low.

Assessment

Sensitivity High
Magnitude Low - Very Low
Level of Effect Moderate and Not Significant

Type of Effect Long term (reversible), direct and negative.

1.1
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Figure 6.31a-f /

g Viewpoint 13: Ben More Assynt

(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location as illustrated).

This viewpoint has been agreed with NS and THC to be illustrated as a baseline photograph and
wireline only.

Cumulative Assessment:
(The assessment takes account of a 360° FoV from this location).

Cumulative Existing Wind Farms: Very Low

Magnitude Achany and Rosehall is partly visible to the north-west at 23km distance, appearing on the
horizon, (Very Low magnitude). Other wind farms would be theoretically visible in the far
distance, most well beyond 30km including Gordonbush, Kilbraur / Extension, Creag Riabhach,
Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche, Novar / Extension (all Very Low magnitude).

Consented Wind Farms: Medium — Low

The closest would be Sallachy to the east at approximately 8.5km distance (Medium — Low
magnitude), followed by Achany Extension at just over 15km distance (Low magnitude). Other
wind farm development would be visible at over 25km including Meall Buidhe behind the
proposed development and Lairg Il, Garvary, Chleansiad, and Strath Tirry would also be visible
at over 27km distance to the south-east (all Very Low magnitude).

Other Wind Farm Applications: Medium — Low
There would be many application wind farms visible from the summit.

The closest would be Sallachy Extension (one turbine) to the east at approximately 8.5km
distance (Very Low magnitude), followed by Collie Linne at approximately 13.7 km distance
(Medium — Low magnitude) and Achany Extension Variation at just over 15km distance (Low
magnitude).

Other wind farm development would be visible at over 20km including Shinness, Acheilidh,
Balblair, Allt an Tuir, Inveroykel, Creachan and Collie Beith (all Very Low magnitude).

The overall cumulative magnitude of change for other wind farms would be Medium — Low.

Scenario 1: Additional Low - Additional Moderate and Not Significant

Existing + Magnitude: | Very Low | effect:

Consented wind

farms and the Combined Medium - | Combined | Substantial / Moderate and Significant (due
proposed Magnitude: | Low effect: to Sallachy and not the proposed
development development).

Scenario 2: Additional Low - Additional Moderate and Not Significant

Existing + Magnitude: | Very Low | effect:

Consented +
Application wind | Combined Medium - | Combined | Substantial / Moderate and Significant (due

farms and the Magnitude: | Low effect: to Sallachy + Extension and Collie Linne, and
proposed not the proposed development).

development

Type of Effect Long term (reversible), direct, cumulative and negative.
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Figure 6.3.B

Wireline drawing

Coille Beith @ 2,936m

View flat at a comfortable arm’s length

Note: Turbines 3, 4, 7, 10 and 11 would be lit at the hub with a visible red aviation warning light.

Wind Farm Key: /ﬂ\ Strath Oykel Wind Farm

/ﬂ\ Existing

/h\ Consented

/ﬁ\ Application

/h\ Scoping

OS reference:
Eye level:
Direction of view:

Nearest turbine:

E244 376, N90O 749
11.5m AOD

187°

1,432m

Horizontal field of view:
Principal distance:
Paper size:

Correct printed image size:

90° (cylindrical projection)
522mm

841mm x 297mm (half A1)
820 x 260mm

Client

rgie

Strath Oykel Wind Farm

Figure 6.3.B
Residential Visualisations: Property 1:
Upper Doune

April 2026
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Figure 6.3.B

Wireline drawing

10

Coille Beith @ 3,042m

View flat at a comfortable arm’s length

Note: No aviation warning lights would be visible

Wind Farm Key: /ﬂ\ Strath Oykel Wind Farm

/ﬂ\ Existing

/h\ Consented

/ﬁ\ Application

/h\ Scoping

OS reference:
Eye level:
Direction of view:

Nearest turbine:

E244 486, N900 788
26.5m AOD

183°

1,495m

Horizontal field of view:
Principal distance:
Paper size:

Correct printed image size:

90° (cylindrical projection)
522mm

841mm x 297mm (half A1)
820 x 260mm

Client

rgie

Strath Oykel Wind Farm

Figure 6.3.C
Residential Visualisations: Property 2:
Doune

April 2026
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Figure 6.3.B
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Wireline drawing

Wind Farm Key: /h\ Strath Oykel Wind Farm

Note: Turbine 10 would be lit at the hub with a visible red aviation warning light.
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Figure 6.3.D
Residential Visualisations: Property 3:
Donackagil
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Figure 6.3.B

Inveroykel @ 3,213m

Meall Buidhe @ 4,285m Coille Beith @ 2,348m

Wireline drawing
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View flat at a comfortable arm’s length

i ‘ i - ol ;: sl Note: Turbines 1,2, 3,4, 7, 8, 10 and 11 would be lit at the hub with a visible red aviation warning light. OS reference: E243 453, N900 707 Horizontal field of view: 90° (cylindrical projection) Client Strath Oykel Wind Farm Figure 6.3.E ‘
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Figure 6.3.B

Coille Beith @ 2,996m

Wireline drawing

; ; View/southi/'south-east towards the proposed development from the C1136 minor road between Lower Doune and Wester Doune. ' View flat at a comfortable arm’s length
AT, 5 """ .| Note: Turbines 3, 4, 7, 10 and 11 would be lit at the hub with a visible red aviation warning light. 0S reference: E244 362, N90O 845 Horizontal field of view: 90° (cylindrical projection) Client Strath Oykel Wind Farm Figure 6.3.F
2T ' .. ._ - i H , T Eye level: 26.5m AOD Principal distance: 522mm - Residential Visualisations: Property 5, 6, 7. \ \ \ )
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i Wind Farm Key: Strath Oykel Wind Farm Existing Consented ~I~ Application Scoping Nearest turbine: 1,524m Correct printed image size: 820 x 260mm Wester Doune
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Figure 6.3.B
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Figure 6.3.G
Residential Visualisations: Property 8:
Doune Mills

April 2026
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View flat at a comfortable arm’s length

Note: No aviation warning lights would be visible
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Residential Visualisations: Property 9:
Moravia
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Photomontage View flat at a comfortable arm’s length

Note: This 90 degree FoV photomontage is produced in addition to the NatureScot ‘Visual Representation of Wind Farms’ guidance and illustrates the Proposed Development in its landscape setting. OS reference: E245 122, N900 733 Horizontal field of view: 90° (cylindrical projection) Camera: Canon EOS 5D Mk2 Client Strath Oykel Wind Farm Figure 6.3.J
Eye level: 35.5m AOD Principal distance: 522mm Lens: 50mm (Canon EF 50mm f/1.8) Residential Visualisations: Property 10 and
1.5m AGL 11: Carn Mhollach and Ghilles View

-W RVAA 807461-WOOD-FG-SA-00163_R1.indd

Direction of view: 183° Paper size: 841mm x 297mm (half A1) Camera height: April 2026

Nearest turbine: 1,598m Correct printed image size: 820 x 260mm Date and time: 15/12/2021 13:15
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Note: Turbines 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 10 and 11 would be lit at the hub with a visible red aviation warning light.
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Residential Visualisations: Property 12:
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Figure 6.3.B

Photomontage

View flat at a comfortable arm’s length

Note: This 90 degree FoV photomontage is produced in addition to the NatureScot ‘Visual Representation of Wind Farms’ guidance and illustrates the Proposed Development in its landscape setting.
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Residential Visualisations: Property 12:
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101109127 EnergieKontor Strath Oykel
Bridge Enabling Works and Feasibility Study

1  Introduction
1.1 Project Brief

Pell Frischmann (PF) has been commissioned by EnergieKontor, to undertake a high-level review of possible
bridge construction options to accommodate an access route to a potential wind farm at Strath Oykel. A bridge
does currently exist at the proposed location but is deemed not suitable for this purpose. The proposed Strath
Oykel Wind Farm is located approximately 3km south-west of Rosehall/Invercassley, Sutherland and the location
of the proposed bridge is 500m north-east of the proposed site perimeter, between Doune and Invercassley.

The main objective of this report is to:

1 Provide details of potential bridge types to carry a proposed access roads over the River Oykel. This will
include considerations regarding capacity to support Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AIL), as the route and
bridge will carry wind turbines during the construction phase in addition to general construction and
maintenance traffic.

1 A review and comparison of each bridge type and appropriateness to the site constraints and project
requirements

1 An indication of the enabling works requirements to construct the crossings. This will enable a footprint
of the construction area to be established to determine the extents for further ground condition
assessments.

The assessment work by PF as summarised in this report will inform EnergieKontor on the enabling works and
constraints associated with the type of work and provide details of potential bridge types for the scheme. The
report is based on a desk-top investigation of the topography of the site and is therefore limited by the site
information available at present. It does not present a finalised engineering design of the bridge crossing options
as further detailed design and engineering works are required.

Once flood modelling, topographical survey and ground investigations are completed and available to the design
team, further feasibility work will provide a more accurate output. This report has been prepared in accordance
with instructions from EnergieKontor on the above project details. No liability is accepted for the use of all or part
of this report by third parties.

Figure 1 - Strath Oykel Wind Farm Location
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